
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

St Michael’s Parish Information 
 

Fr Aju Varghese     Parish Priest 
Parish Centre        5174 2060 
Priest’s Residence:       5174 6765 
Deacon Tony Aspinall 
Email:         deacontony8@gmail.com 
Telephone:        5174 9012 
St Michael’s Parish Office 
Telephone:        5174 2060 
Address:          35 Kay Street, Traralgon 

   PO Box 103, Traralgon  3844 
Office hours –  
Tues to Friday         9:00am to 4:00pm 
Parish Secretary:  Catherine Hill 
Email:          sec@smpt.org.au 
Sacraments:                  Annette Precht 
Email:         sacraments@smpt.org.au 
 

After office hours  - in case of an 
emergency please call 0499 162 313 
and leave a message and your contact 
details.  All non-urgent calls should be 
made during office hours. 
 

Baptisms:     Six weeks notice required 
Weddings: Six months notice required 
 

Parish Pastoral Council:  Fr Aju 
Varghese, Deacon Tony Aspinall, Annie 
Pawley, Ben Kennedy, Cath Hill, Cathy 
McLure, Claire Fabris, Elizabeth 
Joseph, Lia DiCorleto, Michael Hansen 
(Chairperson), Michelle Charlton, Roy 
Varghese and Sharon Scholtes. 
 

Our Schools:  
St Gabriel’s School                5174 5515 
Principal:            Mrs Michelle Charlton 
St Michael’s School              5174 3295 
Principal:            Ms Lia DiCorleto 
Lavalla Catholic College       5174 5272 
Principal:            Mr Ryan Greer 
Kildare Campus                      5174 8111 
St Paul’s Campus                   5174 7355 

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                              July 27, 2025 

St Michael’s Vision Statement: Inspired by Jesus Christ, we are a welcoming Catholic 

Community seeking to enrich lives.  Come and join us! 

St Michael’s Mission Statement: 

To provide opportunities for parishioners – 

• to grow in holiness 

• to discover and live out their personal and community call to mission to live as 

Catholics who effectively transform society. 

 
Statement of Commitment to the safety of children and adults at risk:  Central to the mission of St Michael’s 
Parish is an unequivocal commitment to fostering the dignity, self-esteem and integrity of children, young people and 

adults at risk and providing them with a safe, supportive and enriching environment to develop spiritually, physically, 
intellectually, emotionally and socially.   
Please contact our Safeguarding Officers Shane Reid or Sally Darby on 5174 2060 if you have any concerns. 
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*This Thursday’s Parish Mass will return to St Gabriel’s Primary 
School. Parishioners are invited to join them as they celebrate 
Mass with their Grade 2 students. All are welcome. 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: those who have died recently 
including Penny Hill, Anne Boothman, Nancy Shea 
and those whose anniversaries occur at this time, 
including Alan Murtagh, Rita Sweeney, Vincenza 

Tripodi, Mark Hall, Frank and Victoria Silvestro, K. J. Varghese, 
and Jessica Whitty. Lord, let your perpetual light shine upon 
them. May they rest in peace.  Amen.  
 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK: including Bernadette 
Formaran, Fr Frank Freeman, Carolyn Gleeson, Jacqui 
Granville, Barbara Greaves, Ellen Hammond, Robert Hazelman, 
Imogen Hillier, Joyce Martin, Ivy May, Deborah McKerchar, Ben 
Melenhorst, Maree Morris, Henry Polo,  Joan Riggall, Theresa 
Rosello, Jerry Templer, Damiano Tripodi, George Walkan, 
Victoria Rolih, Peter Dal Pra, Jane Limbom, Rose Xuereb, Don 
Barnes, Paul Laurie, Sharon Veleff, Jenny Hansch, Rosemaree 
Kays, Fr Andrew Wise, Jaime Mack, Kelly Maher, Isobel and 
James Lawler, MaryAnne Needham, Noelle Long, and all those 
we hold dear in our hearts. Please let the office know if you, or 
anyone you know would like a visit from the parish. 
 

DIOCESAN HOLY HOUR FOR VOCATIONS: 
In conjunction with National Vocations 
Awareness Week, Bishop Greg is inviting 
our diocesan family to participate in 
a Diocesan Holy Hour for Vocations — a 
special time of prayer before the Blessed 
Sacrament, asking the Lord of the Harvest 
to inspire more men and women to the 
answer the call to priesthood and 

religious life. Let us be united in prayer as individuals, families, 
youth, and prayer groups for more vocations. 

Friday August 02 11am – 12pm, 
St Mary’s Cathedral Sale 

Sunday August 10 3pm – 4pm, 
St Thomas the Apostle Church, Clyde North 

 

WANTED - FOOD TRUCKS: We are on the look out for a coffee 
van and some food trucks to be part of upcoming events in our 
parish on the following dates: Saturday 25th October and 
Sunday 16th November. Please contact Sue on 0416167081 if 
you, or family members, have a food truck that can be involved 
in these events. 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Gen Bryant @ St Gabriel’s Primary School,  

Monday August 11 
This is an all ages special parish event and everyone is 

welcome and encouraged to come along. 
 

BAPTISMS: This weekend we welcome for baptism, 
Amelia Kate Alway, daughter of Jarryd and Amy, 
Renah May Vardy, daughter of Benjamin and 
Alexandra, Addi Nadine and Banksey Annette 

Rodaughan-Motton daughters of Boadie and Anna. 
Congratulations and welcome to our parish!  
Our next Baptism Preparation Meeting will be held on 
Wednesday September 03 at 7pm in the church. Please contact 
the parish office to register your interest or for more 
information regarding our baptism program. 
 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 
(RCIA): Do you have a question about what 
Catholics believe or are you considering becoming 

a Catholic yourself? Do you know someone who missed out on 
the Catholic sacraments as a child and would like to complete 
them now as an adult? Perhaps you would you like to be a 
sponsor and journey with someone new to the Catholic faith? 
St Michael’s Parish warmly invites anyone interested in 
discovering more about the Catholic faith to join them on 
Thursday nights at 7:30pm in the Mary MacKillop Room. Please 
contact the Parish Office on 5174 2060, if you, or someone you 
know may be interested. 
 

YOUTH NEWS: Our J-Walkers are back 
home safe and sound after a 
transformational experience at the Ignite 
Conference in Sydney. We are currently in 

the process of reflecting on our experiences and look forward 
to sharing these reflections in the coming weeks. Our J-Walkers 
will also be speaking at each of our masses next weekend to 
share their experience with us all. We are so grateful for your 
prayers and support that allowed so many of us to share this 
wonderful adventure. We would also like to thank our sponsors, 
families, bus-drivers and youth leaders, particularly Jen who has 
worked tirelessly behind the scenes for months to ensure we all 
made it to Ignite. Our Youth Ministry returns this weekend to 
begin the new term with Jr J-Walkers Sunday afternoon, Youth 
Mass at 5pm and J-Walkers from 6pm in the hall. Please 
continue to keep them all in your prayers as they continue their 
faith journeys. 

Sunday Mass Times 

Saturday  5:00pm      Mass 

Sunday 
9:30am      Mass 
5:00pm      Mass 

Weekday Mass Times 

Tuesday Jul 29 9:30am      Mass 

Wednesday Jul 30 
 

11:00am    Exposition 
11:00am    Reconciliation 
12:00pm    Mass 

Thursday Jul 31 9:30am      Mass* 

Friday Aug 01 9:30am      Mass 

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS:  

Tuesday July 29 

10:00am 
Catholic Women’s League Meeting, 

Mary MacKillop Room 

Wednesday July 30 

11:00am 
Reconciliation, 

St Michael’s Church 

Thursday July 31 

10:30am 
Charismatic Prayer Group, 

St Michael’s Parish Hall 

7:30pm 
RCIA, 

Mary MacKillop Room 

Saturday August 02 

10:00am 
Pray the Rosary, 

St Michael’s Church 



WORLD DAY FOR 
GRANDPARENTS AND 
THE ELDERLY 2025: It is 
often said that society is 
judged by its treatment of 

the young and the elderly, two of the most vulnerable age 
groups. And that is only fair! Pope Francis was mindful of the 
joys and values older people bring to their families and 
communities, so he designated the fourth Sunday in July as 
World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly. With the theme 
Blessed are those who have not lost hope (cf. Sir 14:2), this 
Sunday will mark the fifth annual celebration. While not all 
senior citizens are struggling in terms of their health and 
welfare, many are not so fortunate. Pope Leo XIV in his message 
about World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly, said, 
“Embracing the elderly helps us to understand that life is more 
than just the present moment, and should not be wasted in 
superficial encounters and fleeting relationships. Instead, life is 
constantly pointing us toward the future.” 
The pontiff added, “How often our grandparents have been for 
us examples of faith and devotion, civic virtue and social 
commitment, memory and perseverance amid trials!” 
Pope Leo XIV has called upon the faithful to reach out to those 
who are forgotten and alone. He believes that in the spirit of 
this Jubilee Year, “We are called to help them experience 
liberation, especially from loneliness and abandonment.” 
For all senior citizens, including grandparents and the elderly, 
we hope your families bring you much joy and comfort this  
Sunday.  

 
JUBILEE OF PRAYER GROUPS- SATURDAY 
AUGUST 16: As part of the Jubilee 
celebrations, all are warmly invited to a 
special gathering honouring the many prayer 
groups in our diocese. The day will take place 
across two locations. The first part of the 

gathering will take place at Our Lady Star of the Sea, 
Inverloch (16–18 Scarborough Street) from 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm. 
This  time together will include Stations of the Cross, Rosary and 
Exposition, Benediction. This will be followed by a cuppa at 4:00 
pm. The celebration will continue at St Joseph’s, 
Wonthaggi (27–29 Dowling Street) from 5:00 pm. There will be 
prayer group displays around the church and foyer, followed by 
Night Prayer at 6:00 pm and Mass at 6:30 pm. 
Pilgrims are encouraged to begin their journey at Inverloch and 
then travel on to Wonthaggi for the evening liturgy. 
Please RSVP by 13 August by calling 03 5672 1111 or 
emailing Wonthaggi@cdsale.org.au. 
 

JUBILEE DAY OF 
PRAYER & REFLECTION: 
As part of the Jubilee 
celebration, the 
Diocesan Pastoral Life 

and Mission Team is offering a day of prayer and reflection 
which is being facilitated by the Emmaus Spirituality Team. 
This special day, entitled  ‘Flames of Hope’ is an opportunity for 
busy people to pause, reflect, and renew their hope in the light 
of faith. The day is being offered twice and you are invited to 
attend at whichever location and date suits you best: 
-Saturday 16 August at Holy Family Catholic Church, 70 
Girrahween Road, Maryknoll – from 10:00 am to 2:30 pm 
-Thursday, 21 August at St Brigid’s Catholic Church, 19 Church 
Street, Cowwarr – from 10:00 am to 2:30 pm 
Please register in advance by using this link: 
tinyurl.com/4bdykw5s 
 

STAY UPDATED ON DIOCESAN EVENTS: There 
are many exciting events happening across 
our Diocese! Stay informed and up to date by 
visiting the Diocesan Events Page. It’s a great 
resource to find details on upcoming 

celebrations, gatherings, and important dates.  
Check in regularly so you don’t miss out! Scan the QR code 
above or visit: https://www.cdsale.org.au/events 
 

 
 

ALPHA IS COMING: Alpha is a series of interactive sessions that 
create a safe and honest space, online or in person, where 
people can explore life, faith and meaning. Alpha is coming to 
St Michael’s in September and we invite all of you to join us. 
Come along and bring a friend. More details to come… 

Rosters for August 02 & 03, 2025                                                                           18th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C 

 Lectors Commentator Welcomers Eucharistic Ministers Musicians 

Sat Aug 02  5:00pm R Webber M Noone 2 x volunteers 5 x volunteer  

Sun Aug 03  9:30am T Denny M Tainsh 2 x volunteers 6 x volunteers Filipino Choir 

Sun Aug 03 5:00pm U & E Imhagwe J Fleming 2 x volunteers 6 x volunteers  

Mick’s Kitchen:   July 31  Cartledge Team  August 07 St Michael’s Staff 
Touring Statue of Our Lady:  July 27  E Harte   August 03 E Membrey 

STEWARDSHIP MATTERS: 
“Ask and you will receive; seek and you will find; knock 

and the door will be opened to you.” (Luke 11:9) 
Jesus assures us that if we ask, God will take care of what 
we need. The problem is that our culture often confuses 
what we really need with what we simply want. Many 
people need very little. However, we usually want so 
much more. A good steward only asks God for what he 
needs. 
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First Reading    Gen 18:20-32  

A reading from the book of Genesis 

Lord, do not be angry if I speak.  

The Lord said, ‘How great an outcry there is against 

Sodom and Gomorrah! How grievous is their sin! I 

propose to go down and see whether or not they have 

done all that is alleged in the outcry against them that 

has come up to me. I am determined to know.’ The 

men left there and went to Sodom while Abraham 

remained standing before the Lord. Approaching him  

he said, ‘Are you really going to destroy the just man 

with the sinner? Perhaps there are fifty just men in the 

town. Will you really overwhelm them, will you not 

spare the place for the fifty just men in it? Do not   think 

of doing such a thing: to kill the just man with  the 

sinner, treating just and sinner alike! Do not think of it! 

Will the judge of the whole earth not administer 

justice?’ The Lord replied, ‘If at Sodom I find fifty just 

men in the town, I will spare the whole place because 

of them.’ Abraham replied, ‘I am bold indeed to speak 

like this to my Lord, I who am dust and ashes. But 

perhaps the fifty just men lack five: will you destroy  

the whole city for five?’ ‘No’, he replied ‘I will not 

destroy it if I find forty-five just men there.’ Again 

Abraham said to him, ‘Perhaps there will only be forty 

there.’ ‘I will not do it’ he replied ‘for the sake of the 

forty.’ Abraham said, ‘I trust my Lord will not be angry, 

but give me leave to speak: perhaps there will only be 

thirty there.’ ‘I will not do it’ he replied ‘if I find thirty 

there.’ He said, ‘I am bold indeed to speak like this,  but 

perhaps there will only be twenty there.’ ‘I will not 

destroy it’ he replied ‘for the sake of the twenty.’ He 

said, ‘I trust my Lord will not be angry if I speak once 

more: perhaps there will only be ten.’ ‘I will not  destroy 

it’ he replied ‘for the sake of the ten.’  

 

Responsorial Psalm  Ps 66:2-3. 5-6. 8. R. v.4  

 

(R.)  Lord, on the day I called for help, you     

answered me.  
 

1. I thank you, Lord, with all my heart, you have   

heard the words of my mouth. Before the 

angels I will bless you. I will adore before your 

holy temple. (R.)  
 

2. I thank you for your faithfulness and love 

which excel all we ever knew of you. On the 

day I called, you answered; you increased the 

strength of my soul. (R.)  
 

3. The Lord is high yet he looks on the lowly and 

the haughty he knows from afar. Though I 

walk in the midst of affliction you give me life 

and frustrate my foes. (R.)  
 

4. You stretch out your hand and save me, your   

hand will do all things for me. Your love, O 

Lord,   is eternal, discard not the work of your 

hands. (R)  

 

Second Reading    Col 2:12-14  

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians  

He has made you alive with Christ for he has forgiven  

all our sins.  

You have been buried with Christ, when you were 

baptised; and by baptism, too, you have been raised 

up with him through your belief in the power of God 

who raised him from the dead. You were dead, 

because you were sinners and had not been 

circumcised: he has brought you to life with him, he 

has forgiven us all our sins. He has overridden the 

Law, and cancelled every record of the debt that we 

had to pay; he has done away with it by nailing it to 

the cross.  
 

Gospel Acclamation  
Alleluia, alleluia!  

You have received the Spirit which makes us 

God’s children, and in that Spirit we call God 

our Father.  

Alleluia!  
 

Gospel     Lk 11:1-13  
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke  

Ask, and it will be given to you.  

Once Jesus was in a certain place praying, and when 

he had finished, one of his disciples said, ‘Lord, teach 

us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.’ He said 

to them, ‘Say this when you pray: “Father, may your 

name be held holy, your kingdom come; give us 

each day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, for 

we ourselves forgive each one who is in debt to us. 

And do not put us to the test.”’ He also said to them, 

‘Suppose one of you has a friend and goes to him in 

the middle of the night to say, “My friend, lend me 

three loaves, because a friend of mine on his travels 

has just arrived at my house and I have nothing to 

offer him”; and the man answers from inside the 

house, “Do not bother me. The door is bolted now, 

and my children and I are in bed; I cannot get up to 

give it to you.” I tell you, if the man does not get up 

and give it him for friendship’s sake, persistence will 

be enough to make him get up and give his friend all 

he wants. ‘So I say to you: Ask, and it will be given 

to you; search, and you will find; knock, and the 

door will be opened to you. For the one who asks 

always receives; the one who searches always finds; 

the one who knocks will always have the door 

opened to him.  

What father among you would hand his son a stone 

when he asked for bread? Or hand him a snake 

instead of a fish? Or hand him a scorpion if he asked 

for an egg? If you then, who are evil, know how to 

give your children what is good, how much more will 

the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who 

ask him!’ 

 

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C                                                         July 27, 2025 
 


