Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C February 16, 2025

St Michael’s Catholic Parish
Traralgon

St Michael’s Vision Statement: Inspired by Jesus Christ, we are a welcoming Catholic
Community seeking to enrich lives. Come and join us!
St Michael’s Mission Statement:
To provide opportunities for parishioners -
. to grow in holiness

e to discover and live out their personal and community call to mission to live as
Catholics who effectively transform society.

www.smpt.org.au
email: sec@smpt.org.au

Statement of Commitment to the safety of children and adults at risk: Central to the mission of St Michael’s
Parish is an unequivocal commitment to fostering the dignity, self-esteem and integrity of children, young people and
adults at risk and providing them with a safe, supportive and enriching environment to develop spiritually, physically,

intellectually, emotionally and socially.

Please contact our Safeguarding Officers Shane Reid or Sally Darby on 5174 2060 if you have any concerns.

St Michael’s Parish Information
Fr Aju Varghese Parish Priest
Parish Centre 5174 2060
Priest’s Residence: 5174 6765
Deacon Tony Aspinall

Email: deacontony8@gmail.com
Telephone: 5174 9012
St Michael’s Parish Office

Telephone: 5174 2060
Address: 35 Kay Street, Traralgon

PO Box 103, Traralgon 3844
Office hours — by phone and email
Tues to Friday 9:00am to 4:00pm
Parish Secretary: Catherine Hill
Email: sec@smpt.org.au
Sacraments / Youth: Jenifer Hanratty
Email: sacraments@smpt.org.au

After office hours - in case of an
emergency please call 0499 162 313
and leave a message and your contact
details. All non-urgent calls should be
made during office hours.

Baptisms: Six weeks notice required
Weddings: Six months notice required

Parish Pastoral Council: Fr Aju
Varghese, Deacon Tony Aspinall, Ben
Kennedy, Cath Hill, Cathy MclLure,
Claire Fabris, Elizabeth Joseph, Jenifer
Hanratty, Kim Zerafa, Lia DiCorleto,
Michael Hansen (Chairperson),
Michelle Charlton and Roy Varghese.

Our Schools:

St Gabriel’s School 5174 5515
Principal: Mrs Michelle Charlton
St Michael’s School 5174 3295
Principal: Ms Lia DiCorleto
Lavalla Catholic College = 5174 5272
Principal: Mr Ryan Greer

Kildare Campus 5174 8111
St Paul’s Campus 5174 7355

SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY
by Dianne Bergant CSA

Jeremiah’s oracle contains a curse and a blessing. He uses nature
imagery to contrast two individuals. The one who turns away from God is barren
and desolate, like a desert, while the one who trusts in God is firmly planted near
water, the source of life. This one is not spared the hardship of heat, but, because
the source of life is so near and because its roots have forged their way
underground to that source, the drought that often accompanies heat is not a
serious threat. The one who trusts in the Lord is secure and productive. This
passage exhorts the hearers to choose the way that guarantees security and
productivity.

This psalm contrasts the way of the wise or righteous and the way of the foolish
or wicked. The former live in harmony with the order set by God. They delight in
the law and they follow it. The latter prefer to live against God’s order. They
choose the way of the wicked, the sinners, the insolent. Since the order within the
world, established at the time of creation, somehow directs the outcome of one’s
behaviour, a life that is faithful to this order will enjoy its fruits; a life that is
unfaithful will reap the consequences of such behaviour. The psalmist draws on
experience rather than religious tradition to illustrate the point of the instruction.
Paul proclaimed and interpreted the good news of Christ’s resurrection. He
defends belief in bodily resurrection against those who do not believe in it. The
Sadducees rejected any development of the law. Belief in reward and/or
punishment after this life was one of the concepts that they rejected. Some
Christians believed that, through baptism, believers were joined to the risen Christ
and were already living the resurrected life. In their eyes, there was no need for
any further resurrection after death. Based on his understanding of union with
Christ, Paul argues that Christians’ failure to rise suggests that Christ never rose
before them. Their resurrection is dependent on his and demonstrates the
fruitfulness of his resurrection.

Jesus singles out four life situations that make people blessed. He then identifies
their opposites and declares them as being woeful. The blessed are those who are
poor, hungry, sorrowful, or persecuted, while the woeful ones are the rich, the
satisfied, the joyful, the respected. Jesus has overturned the standards of this age
and has established new standards, those of the reign of God. Perhaps the heart
of this teaching is found in the last beatitude and the last woe. The followers of
Jesus will be hated and marginalised and scorned; they will be like the prophets of
old. Conversely, the disciples should be wary when they are accepted and
esteemed; this could mean that they enjoy approval because they deliver a
message that contains no call to conversion. © Dianne Bergant CSA
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Sunday Mass Times

Saturday 5:00pm  Mass
Sunda 9:30am  Mass
y 5:00pm  Mass
Weekday Mass Times
9:30am  Mass
Tuesday Feb 18 10:45am Mass @ Margery Cole
11:00am Exposition
Wednesday Feb 19 11:00am Reconciliation
12:00pm Mass
Thursday Feb 20 9:30am  Mass*
9:30am  Mass
Friday Feb 21 1:30pm  Requiem Mass for

Josefa Flora Smits

*This Thursday we will celebrate our parish mass at St Gabriel’s
Primary School with their Year 5 students. Parishioners are
warmly invited and encouraged to attend. Entrance is via Gate
B, near the drop-off zone carpark in Rangeview Drive.
including Betty Denison, Josefa Flora Smits, Pamela
\f Hourigan, Patricia Bentley, Carlos Pozo, Anne
Murphy, and those whose anniversaries occur at this time
including Donal Hiney, Jo Fairbrother, Bryan Vivian, Raymond
Smith, and Santo Alicata. Lord, let your perpetual light shine
upon them. May they rest in peace. Amen.
A Requiem Mass will be held for Josefa Flora Smits, daughter

of Tania Smits, at St Michael’s Church on Friday February 21 at
1:30pm with Rosary from 1:00pm, all are welcome.

PLEASE PRAY FOR: those who have died recently

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK: including Bernadette
Formaran, Fr Frank Freeman, Carolyn Gleeson, Jacqui
Granville, Barbara Greaves, Ellen Hammond, Robert Hazelman,
Imogen Hillier, Joyce Martin, Ivy May, Deborah McKerchar, Ben
Melenhorst, Maree Morris, Henry Polo, Joan Riggall, Theresa
Rosello, Jerry Templer, Damiano Tripodi, George Walkan,
Victoria Rolih, James Whitty, Peter Dal Pra, Jane Eric, Rose
Xuereb, Don Barnes, Paul Laurie, Gus Agostino, Sharon Veleff,
Jenny Hansch, Rosemaree Kays, Fr Andrew Wise, Jaime Mack,
Kelly Maher, Dick Silby, Isobel and James Lawler, MaryAnne
Needham, and all those we hold dear in our hearts. Please let
the office know if you, or anyone you know would like a visit
from the parish.

COLLECTIONS: At our weekend masses we have two
collections. From this weekend, the first collection,
will go towards supporting the running costs of the
church and parish, including faith formation,
administration costs, staff wages, utilities and
church maintenance expenses. Please include
Planned Giving Envelopes and cash donations for the church in
the first collection. The second collection will be for the
‘presbytery’ and go towards supporting Fr Aju and Deacon Tony.
If you do not have cash and you would like to make a donation
to the church, there is an EFTPOS terminal at the Kay Street
entrance, simply select the amount you wish to donate and
then tap your card. We are grateful for your ongoing, generous
donations to both our collections, and thank you for your
continued support of our parish.

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS:

Tuesday February 18

Mass @ Margery Cole,

10:45am Yallambee Assisted Living

Jubilee Healing Mass,

7:00pm St Michael’s Church

Wednesday February 19

Reconciliation

11:00am St Michael’s Church

Thursday February 20

Charismatic Prayer Group,

10:30am St Michael’s Church

Saturday February 22

Pray the Rosary,

10:00am St Michael’s Church

I BAPTISMS: Our next Baptism Preparation Meeting
-] will be held on Wednesday March 19 at 7pm in the
@? church. Please contact the parish office to register
= your interest or for more information on our
baptism program.

L I YOUTH NEWS: Our J-Walkers Youth Ministry
of- “anl!wu's’c has returned for 2025! Our J-Walkers group
for students in Year 7 and above met last
Sunday after the 5pm mass and enjoyed getting to know each
other a little better. In teams they discussed and acted out bible
stories and also learned more about the road to Emmaus and
the scripture behind our youth ministry. They will continue to
meet each Sunday after evening mass during the school term
and encourage other young ones of our parish to join them. Our
Jr J-Walkers group for students in Grade 4-6
will meet monthly beginning on Sunday
February 23 from 3:30pm. You can register
your child in either the J-Walkers (Year 7 and
above) or the Jr J-Walkers (Year 4-6) via the
QR code.

MICK’S KITCHEN: Mick’s Kitchen has now re-opened for 2025
and is open on Thursdays at the St Vincent de Paul Centre, 43
Kay Street Traralgon. Join us from 5:45pm for tea and coffee
and dinner from 6pm for a nutritious and delicious two-course
meal and a chat. All are welcome, no matter your need.

PARISH CENTRE UPDATE: We are now installing carpets and
cleaning up the work site in preparation for a March handover
of our new Parish Centre. We are now looking at buying the
furniture for our new hall so that we can begin hosting parish
events as soon as the building is finished. We are looking
forward to having our very own, purpose built space to meet,
share and grow our faith. Building projects are expensive, so if
you are in a position to do so, we would ask you to donate to
our parish hall fund to reduce our loan costs and ensure our
parish can continue to grow and prosper into the future.
Electronic Donations can be made via EFT to

Account Name: St Michaels Church Traralgon

BSB No: 083 879 Account No: 48885 1289
We are grateful to those who have already committed funds to
the project and thank you for your ongoing support of our
parish. We will keep you updating as the building project comes
to a close and our move in date draws closer.




ENCOUNTER GOD

JUBILEE HEALING MASS
With Fr Mike Barry SS.CC

JUBILEE HEALING MASS

TUESDAY FEBRUARY 18, @ 7:00PM

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH, TRARALGON
Join us for a very special Jubilee Healing Mass led by Father Mike
Barry SS.CC., a charismatic priest best known for his healing
ministries, especially through Retreats, Healing Masses, Healing
The Family Tree, and Spiritual Direction. He feels a special call
to the inner healing of the person and we are very grateful that
he is travelling to Traralgon to share his many gifts with
us. Parishioners, family members and friends who are unwell
are encouraged to attend and receive the extra blessings that
are offered at this very special mass. All are welcome to join us
for mass followed by supper in the Mary MacKillop Hall.

L 2025 DIOCESAN ASSEMBLY: This weekend,
X over 200 delegates representing all the Catholic
parishes, schools, hospital and Catholic bodies
and organisations will be gathering for two
days to pray, listen, and dialogue together,
asking the Holy Spirit to guide us in determining
what we need to do to become a more Christ-centred, synodal
and missionary Church. Bishop Greg, the delegates, and
participant volunteers would appreciate your prayer for the
assembly during Friday the 14™and Saturday the 15t of
February. Pray also to Mary of Perpetual Help, that she will
accompany and protect the assembly.

our stories,

our mission.
G £ 5k

THE POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FEBRUARY 2025: For
vocations to the priesthood and religious life- Let us pray that
the ecclesial community might welcome the desires and doubts
of those young people who feel a call to serve Christ's mission in
the priesthood and religious life.

, | SATURDAYS
Praythe | FROM 10:00AM
ST MICHAEL'S
| CHURCH, TRARALGON

All are welcome

2025 YEAR OF JUBILEE — PILGRIMS OF HOPE: *
Jubilee of Artists: Sunday February 23 o
What: St Joseph’s Warragul and St Ita’s Drouin "’\"“7

& St Ignatius Neerim South parishes are hosting V 4
the Diocesan Jubilee of Artists.

e Artists are invited to submit photographs of up to three
art works which speak to the Jubilee theme ‘Pilgrims of
Hope’. That is a church which brings about a New
Creation where people can live in peace and justice.
Artists are asked to include a brief profile of themselves
and the impulse behind their works.

Why: Our contribution to Pope Francis’ Jubilee of Hope.

e That we may rejoice with gratitude at the creative
insights artists bring to human life.

e That sacred art may reveal true beauty, a glimmer of
the Spirit of God, which opens the human soul to a
sense of the eternal.

Where: Marian Room at St Joseph’s Church, Warragul.

e Jubilee Celebration Mass at St Joseph’s 11 am,

e Bishop Greg’s blessing of the exhibition 12pm,

e shared lunch at Teachers Centre 1pm.

When: a) Photo of work(s) [and profile] submitted via email by
4pm Mon 10" Feb,
b) delivery of work to Marian Room by 2pm Fri 215 Feb,
c) Exhibition date — Sunday 23" February 2025
How: Exhibits of paintings, sculpture and other mediums as
selected by the Committee need to be delivered to the Marian
Room between 10am and 2pm on Thursday 20t Feb and Friday
215t Feb. The Committee will mount and display one work from
each contributor. (easels welcomed)
JUBILEE OF ARTISTS COMMITTEE
Contact 03 5623 1642 or Warragul@cdsale.org.au for more
information and to register your interest.

STEWARDSHIP MATTERS:

“Blessed are you when people hate you,...exclude and insult
you, and denounce your name...on account of the Son of
Man.” (Luke 6:22)

All of us have been in situations when someone has made a
negative comment or joke about God or our Catholic faith.
How did you respond? Did you stay silent or pretend to go
along with the crowd because you didn’t want to cause
waves and then, later, you felt bad? Know that God is with
you all the time, the Holy Spirit will put the right words in
your mouth. Pray for the strength and courage to proclaim
our faith to others, especially during uncomfortable

situations.

Rosters for February 22 & 23, 2025 7t Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C
Lector Commentator Welcomers EU(.:h.aI'IStIC Musicians
Ministers
Di
Sat Feb 22 5:00pm R Footg & M Noone C Payne, Volunteer 2 x Volunteers |am§nte
T Larkin Family
T Denny & s .
Sun Feb 23 9:30am J Dal Pra M Wilkinson M Blanchard & A Sykes 2 x Volunteers Jane & Simon
Sun Feb 23 5:00pm Youth Mass Youth Mass Youth Mass Youth Mass
Church Cleaning February Volunteers
Mick’s Kitchen 20 February St Michael’s PS Staff 27 February Hill Team
Touring Statue of Our Lady 23 February J & M Hanratty 02 March C & A O’Neil
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Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C

February 16, 2025

First Reading Jeremiah 17:5-8
A reading from the prophet Jeremiah

A curse on those who trust in humanity; a blessing on
those who trust in the Lord.

The Lord says this:

‘A curse on the man who puts his trust in man, who
relies on things of flesh, whose heart turns from the
Lord.

He is like dry scrub in the wastelands: if good comes,
he has no eyes for it, he settles in the parched places
of the wilderness, a salt land, uninhabited.

‘A blessing on the man who puts his trust in the Lord,
with the Lord for his hope.

He is like a tree by the waterside that thrusts its
roots to the stream: when the heat comes it feels no
alarm, its foliage stays green; it has no worries in a
year of drought, and never ceases to bear fruit.’

Responsorial Psalm Ps 137:1-57-8 Rv1l

(R.) Happy are they who hope in the Lord.

1. Happy indeed is the man
who follows not the counsel of the wicked;
nor lingers in the way of sinners
nor sits in the company of scorners,
but whose delight is the law of the Lord
and who ponders his law day and night. (R.)

2. Heis like a tree that is planted
beside the flowing waters,
that yields its fruit in due season
and whose leaves shall never fade;
and all that he does shall prosper. (R.)

3. Not so are the wicked, not so!
For they like winnowed chaff
shall be driven away by the wind.
For the Lord guards the way of the just
but the way of the wicked leads to doom. (R.)

Second Reading 1 Cor 15:12 16-20

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the
Corinthians
If Christ is not raised from the dead, your faith is in vain.

If Christ raised from the dead is what has been
preached, how can some of you be saying that there
is no resurrection of the dead? For if the dead are not
raised, Christ has not been raised, and if Christ has
not been raised, you are still in your sins. And what is
more serious, all who have died in Christ have
perished. If our hope in Christ has been for this life
only, we are the most unfortunate of all people.

But Christ has in fact been raised from the dead, the
first-fruits of all who have fallen asleep.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Rejoice and be glad;

your reward is great in heaven.
Alleluia!

Luke 6:23

Gospel Luke 6:17 20-26
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke

Happy are the poor. Woe to the rich!

Jesus came down with the Twelve and stopped at a
piece of level ground where there was a large
gathering of his disciples with a great crowd of people
from all parts of Judaea and from Jerusalem and from
the coastal region of Tyre and Sidon who had come to
hear him and to be cured of their diseases.

Then fixing his eyes on his disciples he said:

‘How happy are you who are poor: yours is the
kingdom of God.

Happy you who are hungry now: you shall be
satisfied.

Happy you who weep now: you shall laugh.’

‘Happy are you when people hate you, drive you out,
abuse you, denounce your name as criminal, on
account of the Son of Man. Rejoice when that day
comes and dance for joy, for then your reward will
be great in heaven. This was the way their ancestors
treated the prophets.’

‘But alas for you who are rich: you are having your
consolation now.

Alas for you who have your fill nhow: you shall go
hungry.

Alas for you who laugh now: you shall mourn and
weep.

‘Alas for you when the world speaks well of you! This
was the way their ancestors treated the false
prophets.’

Next week’s Readings: 7* Sunday in Ordinary Time Yr C

1 Sam 26:27-9 12-13 22-23
1 Cor 15:45-49
Luke 6:27-38

First Reading:
Second Reading:
Gospel:
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