
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Second Sunday of Advent Year A                                      December 08, 2019 

St Michael’s Vision Statement: Inspired by Jesus Christ, we are a welcoming Catholic 

Community seeking to enrich lives.  Come and join us! 

St Michael’s Mission Statement: 

To provide opportunities for parishioners – 

• to grow in holiness 

• to discover and live out their personal and community call to mission to live as 

Catholics who effectively transform society. 

 

St Michael’s Parish Information 
 

Fr Francis Otobo                    Parish Priest 
Deacon Confidence Masvosva 
Parish Centre                              5174 2060 
Priests’ Residence:                    5174 6765 
 

Deacon Tony Aspinall 
Phone                                          5174 8167 
Em:                    deacontony8@gmail.com 
 
 

Sr Doreen Dagge     RSJ            5174 9997 
 

Monsignor John Allman 
O’Mara House                           5174 9674 
 

St Michael’s Parish Office       5174 2060 
35 Kay Street, Traralgon 
PO Box 103, Traralgon  3844    
 

Office hours – 
Tuesday to Friday        9:00am to 4:00pm 
Parish Secretary:                     Bev O’Brien 
Email:  sec@smpt.org.au 
Sacraments Admin          Jenifer Hanratty 
Email:  sacraments@smpt.org.au 
Youth Coordinator           Jenifer Hanratty 
Email:  youth@smpt.org.au 
 

After office hours  - in case of an 
emergency please call 0448 529 712 and 
leave a message.  All non-urgent calls 
should be made during office hours. 
 

Baptisms:      Six weeks notice required 
Weddings:     Six months notice required 
 

Parish Pastoral Council:  Greg Imhagwe 
Chairperson, Fr Francis, Sr Doreen, Lia Di 
Corleto, Watson Gomez, Jenifer 
Hanratty, Steve Kimani, Judi McLaughlin, 
Thomas Mathew, Ray Moretti, Amanda 
Reid, Kevin Taylor, Jodie Ware, Ros 
Joyner, Doug Doherty and Bev O’Brien. 
 

Our Schools: 
St Gabriel’s School                    5174 5515 
Principal:                       Mrs Roslyn Joyner 
 

St Michael’s School                  5174 3295 
Principal:                           Mrs Jodie Ware 
 

Lavalla Catholic College          5174 5272 
Principal:                        Mr John Freeman 
Kildare Campus                          5174 8111 
St Paul’s Campus                       5174 7355 
 

  

Statement of Commitment to the safety of children and vulnerable adults:  Central to the mission of St Michael’s 
Parish is an unequivocal commitment to fostering the dignity, self-esteem and integrity of children, young people and 
vulnerable adults and providing them with a safe, supportive and enriching environment to develop spiritually, 

physically, intellectually, emotionally and socially. 

 

 

St Michael’s Parish, Traralgon 

St Michael’s Church, Traralgon 

St Columbkille’s Church, Glengarry 

 

www.smpt.org.au 
email: traralgon@cdsale.org.au 

OPERATION STUDY YOUR BIBLE 
Ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of Christ, says St Jerome. In these words, Jerome 
encourages us to read and understand the Bible for a firm foundation to our faith. Our 
faith in Jesus comes from what has been handed down to us in Scripture and in the 
Tradition that has come to us from the early followers of Jesus. To be rooted in this 
knowledge is to be firmly rooted in the faith. It is for this reason that this Liturgical 
Year (2019-2020), we are embarking on the project, OPERATION STUDY YOUR BIBLE. 
For those who were not at the 5.30pm Masses last weekend, now you know. The 
starting point for us is to study Luke’s Gospel, which has 24 chapters (we shall begin 
Matthew’s Gospel in January). One chapter a day between last Sunday, December 1st 
and December 24th gives us twenty-four days to read a chapter a day. By now 
(Saturday December 7th) we should be up the 7th chapter of Luke’s Gospel and 
beginning chapter 8 on Sunday (December 8th). Well done everyone for embarking on 
this spiritual journey with the rest of the parishioners.  
 

Who was Luke? 
While Luke’s narrative contains a name representative of those for whom it was 
written (Theophilus — 1:3), it says nothing about the writer. This is the same for the 
other three Gospels. The titles we are familiar with: Mathew, Mark, Luke or John, are 
titles that were given by early Christians during the second century. This is to say that 
the titles do not form part of the original writings themselves. Later Christian authors 
thought that the author of Luke’s Gospel was the Luke mentioned a couple of times 
in the New Testament as a companion of Paul (Phil 24; Col. 4:14; 2 Tim 4:11). Both 
Luke’s Gospel and Acts appear to have been written by the same person, who at 
various points in Acts appears to have been a traveling companion of Paul (Acts 16:10-
17; 20:5-15; 21:1-18; 27:1-28:16). From the narrative, we know that Luke is clearly a 
cultivated and highly literate person; the style of Greek that he uses is polished. Many 
experts suggest that Luke came from a non-Jewish background but had been 
immersed in the ancient Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures (OT) perhaps in 
preparation for conversion to Judaism. At some point he became a believer in Jesus. 
Given his reliance on “eyewitnesses” (1:2), it is most unlikely that he himself had 
known Jesus during Jesus’ earthly ministry. 
 

Luke’s Gospel tells a story about Jesus whose life, death, resurrection and ascension 
form the core of our Christian faith. Though there are other ancient writings about 
Jesus, Luke’s story and presentation is very unique. By reading the first seven 
chapters, you would now be familiar with the story of the birth of John the Baptist 
and that of Jesus and the role of the Holy Spirit in this; you would have come across 
the five joyful mysteries of the Rosary, the origin of the “Gloria” sung at Masses, and 
other great stories, teachings and lessons from Jesus. Keep up the good job friends 
and continue from chapter 8 to 14 this week. We shall draw everything together at 

the end of the chapters. God bless you all. 
       
 

 

Fr Francis 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR:   We remember 
those who have died recently including 
Joan Oates, Juan Goicoa, Hank 
Dortmans, Mary Lawless and Ricardo 
Lallea and all those whose anniversaries 
occur at this time including Irene Hoch, 
Mary Potter, Salvatore & Catena 
Ciminello, Fr David Cagney, and 
Agostino Damiano. 
Lord, let your perpetual light shine upon 
them. May they rest in peace. Amen. 
 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK: 
including, including Megan 
Agostino, Maria 
Alessandrini, Lee Allman, 
Lulu Aragon, Cath Boers,  
Fr Bernard Buckley, 
Conceicao Carvalho, Julie 
Dal Pra, Peter Dal Pra, Ann-Maree Daly, 
Anthony Derham, Gary Donchi, 
Bernadette Formaran, Fr Frank 
Freeman, Marj Gilbert, Carolyn Gleeson, 
Robert Hazelman, Imogen Hillier, Marie 
Howard, Joan Lamont, Peter Lont, Joyce 
Martin, Ivy May, Deborah McKerchar, 
Ben Melenhorst, Fr John  O’Kelly, Joan 
Quigley, Joan Riggall, Kath Ryan, Ray 
Smith, Jerry Templer, Julie Vaz, Brian 
Vivian, Celie Smith, George Walkan, and 
Fr Frank Young. 

WELCOME to Fr Herman Hengel, it’s 
lovely to have you back here again.   
Thank you so much for coming to help 
out in Fr Francis’ absence this Saturday 
evening. 
 

TO THE CHILDREN OF THE PARISH: 
Fr Francis has two questions for you. 

• What is Christmas for you? 

• What is your Christmas message for 
our parishioners? 

Please write your answers and bring 
them to Masses on Dec 21 and 22, or 

bring them to the office before Dec 20. 
 

PRAYERS AT THE CRIB:  An Ecumenical 
Advent Prayer Evening will be held in the 
Church on Wednesday December 18, 
commencing at 7:30pm.  Then enjoy a 
shared supper in the Parish Centre 
afterwards. 
This is a wonderful chance to join with 
other Christians as we listen to Scripture 
passages tracing the story of the birth of 
Jesus.  Join in singing of Carols and 
Christmas Hymns and benefit from some 
time spend in prayer for ourselves and 
for the world. 
Parishioners are asked to bring a plate of 
supper to share. 
 

BAPTISMS:   Our 
next meeting for 
those preparing for 
Baptism is on 
Tuesday January 
14  at 7:00pm in the 
Parish Centre. Please 
contact the Parish Office on 5174 2060 
for further information.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Thank You:   Jenny and Peter Dal 

Pra would like to thank everyone for 
their prayers and best wishes of 
recovery, for Peter’s six weeks in 
hospital. 
It will be a very long time before we see 
him mowing the lawns again, but we’re 
so glad he’s well on the road to recovery. 
Peter would like especially to thank John 
Cooney for taking on mowing all the 
lawns with a hand mower, a huge job. 
If anyone could help out, please contact 
Allan on 0412 843 331. 

CHRISTMAS GIFTING TREE:  St Michael’s St 
Vincent de Paul Conference 
has again organised the 
Christmas Gifting Tree to be in 
the Church from November 11 
to December 09. 
Parishioners are asked to take 
a gift tag, and return your gift/voucher by 
December 09.  There will be envelopes in the 
foyer if you wish to make a monetary 
donation.  
Last year more than 350 children received 
gifts, and a similar number is expected this 
year.   The conference would like to thank 
all parishioners for their support during 
2019, and wish all a happy, holy and safe 
Christmas spent with those we love most. 
 

OUR PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS:   
"Prepare a Way for the Lord" John the 
Baptist prepared the way for Jesus.  How 
do we prepare the way for Jesus in the 
lives of our young people?  Do we pray for 
them?  Encourage and support 
them?  Invite them to serve, and thank 
them?  How can we be like John the 
Baptist to those people who do not know 
Jesus? 
 

MORNING TEA FOR SENIOR 
PARISHIONERS:  Our CWL will hold a 
morning tea for our senior parishioners in 
the St Vincent de Paul Help Centre, 43 Kay 
Street on Wednesday 18th December 
from 10:30am to midday. 
All are welcome to attend.  Please RSVP to 
Johanna on 0413 489 704 if you are able 
to attend. 
 

TOURING STATUE OF OUR LADY:  it’s 
roster time again, and we have great need 
of five people (singles, families) who will 
happily pray the Rosary for one week with 
the Statue of our Lady in their homes.  
This tradition has been alive in our Parish 
for over sixty years, help us please to 
continue it.  Please contact Marie 
Moulton on 0427 740 938 if you are able 
to help out. 
 

Plenary Council 
2020  We are well 
underway with the 
second stage of 
preparation for the Plenary Council.  Our 
next session will be held on Thursday 12th 
December ‘A joyful, hope filled and 
servant community; at 7:30pm in the 
Parish Centre. 
 

ICON SCHOOL NEWS:  On Wednesday 11th 
December at 9:30am  there will be a 
Blessing of the Icons service in the Church.  
Congratulations to all who are involved in 
the Icon School.  

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
 
Saturday 5:30p

m 
St Michael’s  

Sunday 9:30a
m                

St Michael’s 

 5:30p
m  

St Michael’s 

 
 

WEEKDAY LITURGY TIMES 
 

 

December 09 to  13 
Mon 09 9:30am Liturgy of the Word 

Tues 10 12:30pm Rosary 

 1:00pm Requiem Mass for 
Juan Goicoa 

Weds 11 11:00am Exposition 

 12:00pm Mass 

 5:30pm St Gabriel’s Yr 6 
Graduation Mass 

Thurs 12 9:30am Mass 

Fri 13 10:30am Mass, Bupa Care 
 5:00pm St Michael’s Yr 6  

Graduation Mass 
 

Rosary: Tuesday to Sunday 30 minutes before 
Mass.  
 

Reconciliation: Saturdays 5:00pm, 
Wednesdays at 11:30am or any other time 
by arrangement with Father. 
 

 

 

THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS: 
 

Tues 10 
1:30pm   Knights of the Southern  
                Cross, Mary MacKillop Room 
6:00pm  Maintenance Team 
 Barbecue, Parish Centre 
7:30pm Maintenance Team Meeting 



Our Advent prayer 

 

In cities and towns 

In apartments and terraces, 
 

All: Christ is waiting to  

be born 
 

In palaces and paddocks 

In high streets and back streets, 

All: Christ is waiting to 

 be born 
 

In the vastness of the universe 

In the intimacy of our hearts, 

All:  Christ is waiting to  

 be born. 

 

All: Come, Lord Jesus 

 Come into our homes 

 Come into our lives 

 Come and stay. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FINANCE MATTERS:    
“Therefore, every tree that does not bear 
good fruit will be cut down and thrown into 
the fire.” (Matthew 3:10)  
Do you bear good fruit for Christ? Or, do you 
spend your time, talent, and treasure 
constantly acquiring more toys, clutter, and 
junk. Our time, our talent, and our treasure 
are gifts that God has given us. What we do 
with them is our gift back to God. What gifts 
are you planning to give to the Lord during 
this upcoming Christmas season?  
 

PARISH FINANCE MATTERS:     
If you wish to have information about 
our Planned Giving programme please 
contact the Parish Office. 
Counters 
Dec 08     Mitchell Team 
Dec 15    Waanders Team       
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

CHRISTMAS NATIVITY SCENE:  preschool and primary 
school aged children who wish to participate in the Nativity  
Scene at the Christmas Family Mass at 7:00pm on December  
24 need to complete the information required on a flyer on  
the entrance tables.   
Completed forms can be dropped into the Parish Office, if  
after hours, please put the forms through the mail slot beside the front door.  Please 
take the information section of the flyer home so you have all the relevant details.    
 

Thank You   SO MUCH!   All involved in the Youth Ministry Team would like to 

extend a heartfelt thank you to all our parishioners for their marvellous donation of 
$760 received in last week’s leaving collections. 
Many thanks too, to our parishioners who have supported the Youth Ministry Team 
in so many ways, not only as attending the ACYF draws near, but in so many varied 
ways throughout the year. 

 

SACRAMENTS 2019:   In 2020 we will be celebrating First Communion at the 
beginning of Term 2, Confirmation early in Term 3 and Reconciliation in Term 4. 

Enrolment Forms for all the Sacraments are available from the Parish Office. 
 

Rosters  for   December 14 and 15      ~     Third Sunday of Advent  Year A 

Special Ministers of the Eucharist – 4 ministers are required for 5:30pm Masses, and 6 ministers at 9:30am. 

Deacon Tony and Deacon Confidence will assist when present. 

Mass Lector Commentator Eucharistic Ministers Welcomers Music Sacristan 

5:30pm B O’Brien M Noone C DiCorleto, B Power, M Giddens, A Meredith H Luque 
Diamente 

Family 
Volunteer 
required 

9:30am 
T Denny  
S Reid 

L Van der 
Velden 

T Denny, J & W Waanders, L Panozzo-Tilè, A 
Symonds, (volunteer if no Deacon present) 

R Benbow 
M Blanchard 

Charismatic 
Choir 

P & L Van der  
Velden 

5:30pm 
E Joseph 
E Harte 

Volunteer 
required 

J Reid, D Locke, (2 volunteers if no Deacon 
present) 

Volunteer  Volunteer required 
 

• Altar Cleaning:           Dec 15 J Scholtes   Dec 22 F Rycak 

• Church Cleaning:    Dec Van Berkel Team 

• Children's Liturgy of the Word:  Dec 15 Carolyn and Josephine 

• Touring Statue of Our Lady:    Dec 15 E Kanara    Dec 22 J & L Zalesiak 
Please contact the family before you leave the statue to make sure they are home.  Thank you.  For further information 
regarding roster please contact: Marie Moulton 5174 0938    Email: memou_38@bigpond.com 

• Mick’s Kitchen:   Dec 12 Moretti Team   Dec 19 McLaughlin Team 

 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 2019 
 

Christmas Eve  Tuesday December 24  
 

7:00 pm  Family Mass,  St Michael’s 
All children of the Parish (and their families) 
are warmly invited to attend our Christmas  
Eve Family Mass dressed in shepherd, 
wise men, angels costumes. 
 

11:00pm Mass at St Michael’s, with Carols from 
 10:30pm 
 

Christmas Day Wednesday, December 25 
 

9:30am Mass Mass at St Michael’s 
  Please note there is no evening Mass on Christmas Day 
 

 

 

Repent, 
for the kingdom 

of heaven 
is close at hand 

mailto:memou_38@bigpond.com


 

Entrance Antiphon   Cf. Is 30:19,30  
 

O people of Sion, behold,  

the Lord will come to save the nations,  

and the Lord will make the glory of his voice heard 

in the joy of your heart. 
 

First Reading Isaiah 11:1-10  

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
He judges the poor with justice. 

A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse, a scion 

thrusts from his roots:  on him the spirit of the Lord 

rests, a spirit of wisdom and insight, a spirit of counsel 

and power, a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the 

Lord. (The fear of the Lord is his breath.) 

He does not judge by appearances, he gives no 

verdict on hearsay, but judges the wretched with 

integrity, and with equity gives a verdict for the poor 

of the land.  His word is a rod that strikes the ruthless, 

his sentences bring death to the wicked. 

Integrity is the loincloth round his waist, faithfulness 

the belt about his hips. 

The wolf lives with the lamb, the panther lies down 

with the kid, calf and lion cub feed together with a 

little boy to lead them. The cow and the bear make 

friends, their young lie down together.  The lion eats 

straw like the ox.  The infant plays over the cobra's 

hole; into the viper's lair the young child puts his 

hand.  They do no hurt, no harm, on all my holy 

mountain, for the country is filled with the knowledge 

of the Lord as the waters swell the sea. 

That day, the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to 

the peoples.  It will be sought out by the nations and 

its home will be glorious. 
 

Responsorial Psalm  PS 71:1-2 7-8 12-13 R cf V7 

  

(R.) Justice shall flourish in his time, and 

fullness of peace for ever.  
 

1. O God, give your judgement to the king, 

to a king’s son your justice, 

that he may judge your people in justice 

and your poor in right judgement. (R.) 
 

2. In his days justice shall flourish 

and peace till the moon fails. 

He shall rule from sea to sea, 

from the Great River to the earth’s bounds. (R.) 
 

3. For he shall save the poor when they cry 

and the needy who are helpless. 

He will have pity on the weak 

and save the lives of the poor. (R.) 
 

4. May his name be blessed for ever 

and endure like the sun. 

Every tribe shall be blessed in him, 

all nations bless his name. (R.) 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Reading     Rom 15:4-9 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 
Christ, the hope of all people. 

Everything that was written long ago in the scriptures 

was meant to teach us something about hope from 

the examples scripture gives of how people who did 

not give up were helped by God. And may he who 

helps us when we refuse to give up, help you all to be 

tolerant with each other, following the example of 

Christ Jesus, so that united in mind and voice you may 

give glory to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

It can only be to God’s glory, then, for you to treat 

each other in the same friendly way as Christ treated 

you. The reason Christ became the servant of 

circumcised Jews was not only so that God could 

faithfully carry out the promises made to the 

patriarchs, it was also to get the pagans to give glory 

to God for his mercy, as scripture says in one place: 

For this I shall praise you among the pagans and sing 

your name. 
 

Gospel Acclamation    Luke 3:4,6 
 

Alleluia, alleluia!  

Prepare the way of the Lord,  

make straight his paths: 

all people shall see the salvation of God. 

Alleluia!  
 

Gospel Matthew 3:1-12 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
 

Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand. 
 

In due course John the Baptist appeared; he preached 

in the wilderness of Judaea and this was his message: 

‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ 

This was the man the prophet Isaiah spoke of when 

he said: 

A voice cries in the wilderness:  Prepare a way for 

the Lord, make his paths straight. 

This man John wore a garment made of camel-hair 

with a leather belt round his waist, and his food was 

locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judaea 

and the whole Jordan district made their way to him, 

and as they were baptised by him in the river Jordan 

they confessed their sins. But when he saw a number 

of Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism he 

said to them, ‘Brood of vipers, who warned you to fly 

from the retribution that is coming? But if you are 

repentant, produce the appropriate fruit, and do not 

presume to tell yourselves, “We have Abraham for our 

father,” because, I tell you, God can raise children for 

Abraham from these stones. Even now the axe is laid 

to the roots of the trees, so that any tree which fails 

to produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown on 

the fire. I baptise you in water for repentance, but the 

one who follows me is more powerful than I am, and 

I am not fit to carry his sandals; he will baptise you 

with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is in 

his hand; he will clear his threshing-floor and gather 

his wheat into the barn; but the chaff he will burn in 

a fire that will never go out.’ 

 

Second Sunday of Advent Year A                                                                               December 08, 2019 

 

Next weeks Readings  3rd  Sunday in Advent 
         1st Reading        Isaiah 35:1-6, 10 
         2nd Reading       James 5:7-10 
         Gospel                Matthew 11:2-11 
 


