Fourth Sunday in Advent, Year B

Sunday December 24, 2017

St Michael’s Parish, Traralgon
in partnership with

St Mary’s Parish, Yarram
and including
St Columbkille’s, Glengarry
St Gerard’s Woodside
St Michael’s Vision Statement: Inspired by Jesus
Christ, we are a welcoming Catholic Community
seeking to enrich lives. Come and join us!
St Michael’s Mission Statement:
To provide opportunities for parishioners –
•
to grow in holiness
•
to discover and live out their personal and
community call to mission to live as Catholics who
effectively transform society.

St Mary’s Vision Statement:

St Mary’s is a faith community that
aims to make Jesus known and loved by living the Gospel message of
acceptance, welcome and service to all members of the community.

St Mary’s Mission Statement:

At St. Mary’s we strive to:
*Continue to be an active, prayerful and sacramental faith community.
*Grow in faithfulness to our Catholic tradition by full participation in
Eucharistic celebrations sacraments and prayer. *Respect and value all
creation.
*Use our time, talents and treasures to provide quality human, financial and
facility resources to sustain and serve our parish’s faith community and the
wider community. *Support lifelong Catholic education and faith formation.

Statement of Commitment to the safety of children and vulnerable adults: Central to the mission of St
Michael’s and St Mary’s Parishes is an unequivocal commitment to fostering the dignity, self-esteem and integrity of
children, young people and vulnerable adults and providing them with a safe, supportive and enriching environment
to develop spiritually, physically, intellectually, emotionally and socially.

St Michael’s Parish Information
Fr Francis Otobo
Parish Priest
Fr Saji John
Assistant Priest
Parish Centre
5174 2060
Priests’ Residence:
5174 6765
56 Loch Park Road, Traralgon
Sr Doreen Dagge RSJ
5174 9997
Monsignor John Allman
O’Mara House
5174 9674
St Michael’s Parish Office
5174 2060
33 Kay Street, Traralgon Fax 5174 2981
Parish Secretary:
Mrs Bev O’Brien
Email:
sec@smpt.org.au
web:
www.smpt.org.au
Office hours –
Tuesday to Friday
9:00am to 4:00pm
Sacraments Admin: Mrs Jenifer Hanratty
After office hours - in case of emergency,
please call 5174 2060 and leave your details on
the message service.

Baptisms:
Weddings:

Four weeks notice required
Six months notice required

Parish Pastoral Council: Greg Imhagwe
Chairperson, Fr Francis, Fr Saji, Sr Doreen,
Kevin Taylor, Ray Moretti, Amanda Reid,
Jenifer Hanratty, Steve Kimani, Marita
Kennedy, Rob Tarraran, Jan Fitzpatrick, Ros
Joyner and Doug Doherty, Bev O’Brien.
Our Schools:
St Gabriel’s School
Principal:

5174 5515
Mrs Roslyn Joyner

St Michael’s School
5174 3295
Acting Principal:
Miss Jan Fitzpatrick
Lavalla Catholic College
5174 5272
Principal:
Mr John Freeman
Kildare Campus
5174 8111
St Paul’s Campus
5174 7355

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 2017 FROM BISHOP PAT:
Where is God? At some stage of our life we are bound to ask that question. It might
come after a particularly tough time in our life: a close member of the family or a
friend suddenly dies, maybe a long-time job is unexpectedly lost. It might come in
a joyous manner, such as seeing the unrestrained joy on the faces of our young
people at the recent Australian Catholic Youth Festival. 2017 might have given us
pause to ask that question when we in Victoria have
passed legislation allowing Physician Assisted Suicide;
maybe we are still coming to terms with the recently
wrapped up Royal Commission. Where is God indeed!
Maybe 2017 has been a wonderful year for us as it has
witnessed new life come into our family.
Where is God? is one of those questions that can sum
up both our joys and our sorrows, our hopes and our
despairs.
And then comes Christmas. For Christmas reminds us
Once again how to fully answer that, which at times is a
persistent question, “Where is God?” Christmas reminds us that the answer is
simple. Where is God? Why right with us of course; God is with us, Emmanuel. God
has not forsaken us, for in fact it is God who took the first step in coming to meet
us. I often ask why, in the Northern hemisphere, Christmas falls in Winter. Maybe
to remind us that it is often at the darkest times that the light can be brightest.
May Christmas be a time of faith and family, and may Jesus Christ, the true light of
the world, draw us ever into the mystery of God’s love.
PS Of course those of a certain generation will always know how to answer that old
Catechism question: Q: Where is God? A: God is everywhere. Christmas guarantees
that.
+Pat O’Regan, Bishop of Sale

SUNDAY MASS TIMES
Saturday

6.00pm

Sunday

9:30am
10:00am
10:00am
6:00 pm

St Michael’s
Traralgon
St Michael’s
Traralgon
St Mary’s
Yarram
St Columbkille’s
Glengarry
St Michael’s
Traralgon

WEEKDAY LITURGY TIMES
25th to 30th December 2017
As per Christmas Mass Times,
Mon 25
see page 3
Christmas
Day
Tues 26
St Stephen’s
Day

9:30am

Mass, St Michael’s

Wed 27
Thurs 28
Fri 29
Sat 30

12:00pm

Mass, St Michael’s

9:30am

Mass, St Michael’s

9:30am

Mass, St Michael’s

9.30am

Mass, St Michael’s

Rosary: Tuesday to Sunday 30 minutes
before Mass.
Reconciliation: Saturdays 10:15am &
5:30pm or any time by arrangement with
Father.

PLEASE PRAY FOR: We remember those
who have died recently including Sr Joy
Hanrahan PBVM and Mary Potter and all
those whose anniversaries occur at this
time including Anthony Phelan, Vittoria
Rigoni, Fr James Duffy, Claudio Tei, and
Rino Frescura. Lord, let your perpetual
light shine upon them. May they rest in
peace. Amen.
WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK:
including
Ivy May,
Celie Smith,
Mary
Dwyer, Peter Marslen,
Val Gleeson,
Dot
Mulquiney,
Jan
Gilmour,
Simon
Panther,
Maria
Alessandrini, Vincent
O’Neill, John Besselink, Joyce Martin, Ken
Vivian, Marie Howard, Pat O’Mara,
Robert Hazelman, Alan Douch, Fr Frank
Freeman, Carolyn Gleeson, Gary Donchi,
Anna Lapuh, Peter Heron, Father Frank
Young, Sarah Parker and all who seek our
prayers.

BAPTISMS: This weekend we
welcome
for
baptism
Banjamin Charlie Micallef son
of Mark and Jennifer.
Congratulations, and
welcome to our Parish family.
The next meeting for those preparing for
Baptism is on Tuesday 6th February at
7:00pm in the Parish Centre. Please
contact the Parish Office on 5174 2060 for
further information
NEW YEARS EVE MASS AT O’MARA
HOUSE: Mons Allman has advised that
Mass will be said at 6:00pm in the O’Mara
House Chapel. There is a limited number
of seats, parishioners are warmly invited.

SCHOLARSHIP
WINNERS:
The Knights of the
Southern Cross
Scholarships have
been presented to Dell Lawrence (St.
Michael’s School) and Gabrielle Cullen (St.
Gabriel’s). Valued at $500 each the
awards help the students to settle into
secondary education at Lavalla Catholic
College.
Congratulations Dell and Gabrielle!

FAREWELL AND THANKS: Well, this time
he’s really leaving us. We say a big thank
you to Mark Hughes who has been with
us since July this year. Mark will head
home for Christmas and then return to
his studies in the Seminary. We thank
him for all this time, effort and energy
given to us so freely, and wish him all
things good in his journey of study for
the priesthood.
We will celebrate with Mark with a
‘cuppa’ in the Hall after our 9:30am Mass
this Sunday.

Wishing all our parishioners
and all those you love,
a holy, safe and
peace filled Christmas time.
With best wishes from
Fr Francis, Fr Saji
and Sr Doreen
THANK YOU: Fr Francis, Fr Saji, Sr Doreen
and the office staff would like to say thank
you to our parishioners, not only for their
support during the year, but also for the
many Christmas wishes and gifts bestowed
upon us. Your warmth and generosity is
greatly appreciated.
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED: The Parish Office
will close on Friday December 22 at 12:30pm
and re-open on Tuesday January 2, 2018.
Should there be an urgent need for a Priest
during that time, please call the Parish Office
number (5174 2060) and leave a message.
The message will reach Father.
Jen and Bev would both like to say a big
thank you to all our parishioners for making
our work place a great place to be. Our
thanks to Cath Hill for her services, keeping
our bookwork up to date. Our thanks too, to
Fr Francis, Fr Saji, Sr Doreen and Mark
Hughes for all their support throughout the
year. We’d both like to say ~

SCHOOL’S ALL QUIET: It’s holiday time, the
schools are quiet, strange places without
children filling them with laughter and noise.
Wishing all our school staff and children a
happy, holy and safe Christmas, and a
restorative and enjoyable holiday.
FROM THE BON BONS!:
What did the reindeer say before Staff return to our Schools on Monday
launching into his comedy routine?
January 29, 2018. Please check the school’s
This will sleigh you.
websites for dates for students return to
What do lions sing at Christmas?
school.
Jungle bells.
St Michael’s Primary School,
What do you get from a pampered cow?
www.stmtraralgon.catholic.edu.au
Spoiled milk.
What did the grape say when the elephant St Gabriel’s Primary School,
www.stgtraralgon.catholic.edu.au
stepped on it?
Lavalla Catholic College
Nothing, it just let out a little wine.
www.lavalla.vic.edu.au.

FINANCE MATTERS:

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 2018

“Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with
you!”- LUKE 1:28
Faith is a gift from God. Take time in silence
and thank Him for all the gifts He has given
you. Try to set aside any anger or
resentment you have and really open your
heart to receive the gift of God’s mercy and
forgiveness. We can’t give what we don’t
have. We need to receive God’s mercy and
forgiveness first before we can give it to
others.

Sunday Masses 4th Sunday of Advent
Saturday Dec 23
6:00pm St Michael’s
Sunday Dec 24 Christmas Eve
9:30am St Michael’s
10:00am St Mary’s
10:00am St Columbkille’s
Christmas Masses
6:00pm St Gerard’s Woodside

STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN:
If you wish to have information about our
Planned Giving programme please contact
the Parish Office.
Counters:

7:00 pm Family Mass, St Michael’s, with Carols from 6:30pm
All children of the Parish (and their families) are warmly invited to attend our
Christmas Eve Family Mass dressed in shepherd, wise men, angels costumes.
8:00pm
8:00pm

Dec 24
Dec 31

St Columbkille’s, Glengarry, with Carols from 7:30pm
Family Mass, St Mary’s, Yarram

Armstrong Team
Morris Team

11:00pm St Michael’s, with Carols from 10:30pm
Christmas Day
9:30am Mass

St Michael’s

10:00am Mass St Mary’s

BAPTISM PREPARATION PROGRAMME:
We are hoping that we might have two
parishioners who would be able to assist Sr
Doreen in running the Baptism Preparation
Meetings. The meetings are held monthly,
and we need two people to run the meetings
every second month, so it would be six
evenings meetings a year.
If you feel this is something you might enjoy
doing, please contact the Parish Office and
we’ll make sure Sr Doreen knows. She is
happy to offer training to anyone interested.
It’s a lovely ministry, and so important that
parents of young children are made feel
welcome in our parish community.

PROCLAIM 2018: The biennial Proclaim
conference is being held in July (12-14),
2018. The theme for this conference is
“Make Your Home in Me”.
The
conference will be held in Brisbane and
will focus on enhancing parish renewal
and is organised and hosted on behalf of
the National Centre for Evangelisation,
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference,
by the Archdiocese of Brisbane. Please
go to
www.proclaimconference.com.au
for further information, and let Fr
Francis know if you are interested in
attending.

A BLESSING:
May there always be work
for your hands to do.
May your purse always hold a coin or two.
May the sun always shine
upon your window pane.
May a rainbow be certain
to follow each rain.
May the hand of a friend
always be near to you and
May God fill your heart
with gladness to cheer you.
(traditional Irish blessing)

Rosters for December 31 2017 ~ The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
Mass
6:00pm
9:30am
6:00pm

Lector

Commentator

Sr Doreen
R Della
Fortuna

S Grout

S Luscombe

Volunteer

• Altar Cleaning:
• Church Cleaning:

R Symonds

Eucharistic Ministers

Welcomers

Music

J & M McLaughlin, C DiCorleto, Volunteers x2
B McKenna, D Bau, L Panozzo-Tilè, Volunteers
x3

volunteer

Jane

volunteer

Jane

J Reid, R Tarraran, R Tarraran, volunteer

volunteer

D Jane

Sacristan
A Symonds
P & L Van der
Velden
L Theissling

December 31 A Xeureb
December
Van Berkel Team
January Limbom Team
• Children's Liturgy of the Word:
in recess, school holidays.
• Touring Statue of Our Lady:
December 31 J & W Waanders
January 07 M & A Moloney
Please contact the family before you leave the statue to make sure they are home. Thank you. For further information regarding
roster please contact: Marie Moulton 5174 0938 Email: memou_38@bigpond.com
• Mick’s Kitchen:
In recess until January 11
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Sunday December 24, 2017
2.

Fourth Advent Candle
Today we light the fourth candle of
the Advent wreath, our symbol of waiting and
preparation, “The Angel Candle” or
“The Candle of Love and Peace”.
The angels announced the good
news of a Saviour. God sent his only
Son to earth to save us, because he loves us! “For God
so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world
to condemn the world, but to save the world through
him.” (John 3:16-17)

3.

I have made a covenant with my chosen one;
I have sworn to David my servant:
I will establish your dynasty for ever
and set up your throne through all ages.’ (R.)
He will say to me: ‘You are my father,
my God, the rock who saves me.’
I will keep my love for him always;
for him my covenant shall endure. (R.)

Second Reading

Rom 16:25-27

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans
The mystery kept secret for endless ages is now revealed.

A reading from the second book of Samuel

Glory to him who is able to give you the strength to
live according to the Good News I preach, and in which
I proclaim Jesus Christ, the revelation of a mystery
kept secret for endless ages, but now so clear that it
must be broadcast to pagans everywhere to bring
them to the obedience of faith. This is only what
scripture has predicted, and it is all part of the way
the eternal God wants things to be. He alone is
wisdom; give glory therefore to him through Jesus
Christ for ever and ever. Amen.

The kingdom of David will be established for ever in the
sight of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation

Entrance Antiphon

Cf Is 45:8

Drop down dew from above, you heavens,
and let the clouds rain down the Just One;
let the earth be opened and bring forth a Saviour.

First Reading

2 Sm 7:1-5 8-12 14 16

Once David had settled into his house and the Lord
had given him rest from all the enemies surrounding
him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, ‘Look, I am
living in a house of cedar while the ark of God dwells
in a tent’. Nathan said to the king, ‘Go and do all that
is in your mind, for the Lord is with you.’
But that very night the word of the Lord came to
Nathan: ‘Go and tell my servant David, “Thus the
Lord speaks: Are you the man to build me a house
to dwell in? I took you from the pasture, from
following the sheep, to be leader of my people Israel;
I have been with you on all your expeditions; I have
cut off all your enemies before you. I will give you
fame as great as the fame of the greatest on earth.
I will provide a place for my people Israel; I will plant
them there and they shall dwell in that place and
never be disturbed again; nor shall the wicked
continue to oppress them as they did, in the days
when I appointed judges over my people Israel; I will
give them rest from all their enemies. The Lord will
make you great; the Lord will make you a House.
And when your days are ended and you are laid to
rest with your ancestors, I will preserve the offspring
of your body after you and make his sovereignty
secure. I will be a father to him and he a son to me.
Your House and your sovereignty will always stand
secure before me and your throne be established for
ever."'

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 88:2-5. 27. 29. R. see v.2

(R.) For ever I will sing the goodness of the
Lord.
1. I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord;
through all ages my mouth will proclaim your
truth.
Of this I am sure, that your love lasts for ever,
that your truth is firmly established as the
heavens. (R.)

Lk 3:4 6

Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the servant of the Lord:
may his will for me be done.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Lk 1:26-38

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
You will conceive and bear a son.

The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee
called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named
Joseph, of the House of David; and the virgin’s name
was Mary. He went in and said to her, ‘Rejoice, so
highly favoured! The Lord is with you.’ She was deeply
disturbed by these words and asked herself what this
greeting could mean, but the angel said to her, ‘Mary,
do not be afraid; you have won God’s favour. Listen!
You are to conceive and bear a son, and you must
name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called
Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the
throne of his ancestor David; he will rule over the
House of Jacob for ever and his reign will have no end.’
Mary said to the angel, ‘But how can this come about,
since I am a virgin?’ ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon
you’ the angel answered ‘and the power of the Most
High will cover you with its shadow. And so the child
will be holy and will be called Son of God. Know this
too: your kinswoman Elizabeth has, in her old age,
herself conceived a son, and she whom people called
barren is now in her sixth month, for nothing is
impossible to God.’ ‘I am the handmaid of the Lord,’
said Mary ‘let what you have said be done to me.’ And
the angel left her.
Readings for the Feast of the Holy Family
First Reading:
Sirach 32-6 12-14
Second Reading: Col 3:12-21
Gospel:
Luke 2:22 39-40

