
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

19th Sunday of Ordinary Time                                                    August 13, 2017 

 

 

St Michael’s Parish, Traralgon 
in partnership with 

St Mary’s Parish, Yarram 
and including 

St Columbkille’s, Glengarry 

St Gerard’s Woodside 
 

St Michael’s Vision Statement: Inspired by Jesus 
Christ, we are a welcoming Catholic Community 
seeking to enrich lives.  Come and join us! 

St Michael’s Mission Statement: 
To provide opportunities for parishioners – 

• to grow in holiness 
• to discover and live out their personal and 

community call to mission to live as Catholics who 
effectively transform society. 

 

St Mary’s Vision Statement:  The Council aims to foster 
and encourage all baptized Catholics to grow in their love 
of Jesus, their fidelity to the Catholic Church and to reach 

out to all members of our worldwide community. 
 
St Mary’s Mission Statement:  To foster and co-ordinate 
activities that encourage all baptized Catholics to take 
responsibility for the life and mission of their Church. 
 

 

St Michael’s Parish Information 
 

Fr Francis Otobo                     Parish Priest 
Fr Saji John                         Assistant Priest 
Parish Centre                              5174 2060 
Priests’ Residence:                     5174 6765 
56 Loch Park Road, Traralgon 
 

Sr Doreen Dagge     RSJ             5174 9997 
 

Monsignor John Allman 
O’Mara House                           5174 9674 
 

St Michael’s Parish Office       5174 2060 
33 Kay Street, Traralgon   Fax 5174 2981 
Parish Secretary:              Mrs Bev O’Brien 
Email:                              sec@smpt.org.au 
web:                                www.smpt.org.au 
Office hours – 
Tuesday to Friday        9:00am to 4:00pm 
Sacraments Admin:  Mrs Jenifer Hanratty 
 

Baptisms:      Four weeks notice required 
Weddings:     Six months notice required 
 

Parish Pastoral Council 
Susan Grout Chairperson, Fr Francis, Fr 
Saji, Sr Doreen, Greg Imhagwe, Rose 
Pearson, Kevin Taylor, Ray Moretti, Rob 
Tarraran, Cathy Blackford, Ros Joyner, 
Doug Doherty and Chris DiCorleto. 
 

Our Schools: 
St Gabriel’s School                     5174 5515 
Principal:                        Mrs Roslyn Joyner 
 
St Michael’s School                    5174 3295 
Acting Principal:          Miss Jan Fitzpatrick 
 
Lavalla Catholic College          5174 5272 
Principal:                        Mr John Freeman 
Kildare Campus                          5174 8111 
St Paul’s Campus                       5174 7355 
 

  

Statement of Commitment to the safety of children and vulnerable adults:  Central to the mission of St 
Michael’s and St Mary’s Parishes is an unequivocal commitment to fostering the dignity, self-esteem and integrity of 

children, young people and vulnerable adults and providing them with a safe, supportive and enriching environment 

to develop spiritually, physically, intellectually, emotionally and socially. 

 

Gospel Reflection:   
by Mary Coloe  PBVM     The episode 
in today’s gospel follows on 
immediately after the feeding of the 
crowds on the Jewish side of Lake 
Galilee. 
The sequence of the feeding in the 
wilderness and the miracle on the Sea 
alludes back to the foundational 
events of the Exodus. Mark uses the 
Sea quite deliberately. Whenever 
Jesus crosses the Sea from the Jewish 
side to go to the Gentile side there is 
trouble. The wind and seas beat 
against the boat, (look back to Mark 
4:35-41 and 6:45-51). Whenever they 
travel in the opposite direction there 
is no problem (Mark 5:21). In Mark 
this is a deliberate narrative strategy 
symbolising the difficulty and even 
danger of the mission to the Gentiles. 
Matthew follows Mark but without 
this same emphasis since Matthew’s 
community is thought to be Jewish. 
Matthew’s account of this episode 
differs from Mark since Matthew adds 
the account of Peter wanting to walk 
on the water. We read this as a 
miracle story, which it is, but it is also 
a revelation of Jesus’ identity. In the 
Old Testament only God is the one 
who has mastery over the sea. ‘You 
rule the raging of the sea; when its 
waves rise you still them’ (Ps 89:9), 
‘Your way was through the sea, yet 
your footprints were unseen’ (Ps 
77:19). Matthew’s Jewish community 
would be well aware of the many 
references in the Scriptures to God’s 
power over the sea. 
When Jesus comes walking on the 
waves he is displaying to the disciples 
his divine identity for he shows that 
he now exercises power over the sea 

that belongs only to God. Later he 
even speaks to them using the Divine 
Name which God revealed to Moses, 
‘I AM who I AM’ (Exod 3:14). 
But what about Peter? Peter can be 
both representative of Matthew’s 
community and also represent all 
disciples as he displays both courage 
and frailty. Called by Jesus to come 
to him, Peter shows courage in 
venturing out of the boat’s security 
into the stormy waters but then 
reality sets in and his faith wavers. 
Most of us are caught somewhere in 
Peter’s story, living within the 
courage of Christian commitment, 
and the doubts that unsettle our 
faith. Thinking of our Church today 
as we prepare for fifty years since the 
opening of Vatican II, our Church is in 
much the same position. It stepped 
out boldly into the renewal called for 
by the Council fathers, but then 
individuals from all states of life 
began to waver. Some past securities 
were lost. We were, as a Pilgrim 
people of God, stepping out into new 
waters and it was turbulent. Peter’s 
cry is our prayer, ‘Lord! Save me!’ 
And Jesus reaches out his hand – to 
Peter, and to us. ‘Take heart. I AM. 
Fear not.’ 
 
 

mailto:sec@smpt.org.au


THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS: 
 
Wednesday 16th August 
4.30 – 5.30pm - Baptism for School 
Aged Children, Mary MacKillop Room 
7.00pm – Baptism Preparation 
Meeting 
 

   Thursday 17th August 
12.00pm – Valley Regional Pastoral 
Group – Churchill 
7 – 8.30pm – RoseMarie Prosser, 
Mary MacKillop Hall 
 
Friday 18th August 

   5 – 7.00pm - Youth Group  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR:   We remember those 
who have died recently including Rita 
Sweeney, Joan Clarke, Wally Bateson, Beryl 
Doward, Noel Honan, Ron Gerard, and all 
those whose anniversaries occur at this time 
including Elizabeth Lestin, Doreen Bickerton, 
Pauline England, Jim Ayres, Alice Ayres, 
Jessie Pereira, Maria Melenhorst, John 
Robinson, Jim Gilmour, Eva Lang, Nessie Dal 
Pra, Joan Bermingham, Enecia Goyano 
Vergas and Marevie Lago. 
Lord, let your perpetual light shine upon 
them. May they rest in peace.  Amen. 
 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK: 
including, Wilhelmina Nijenhuis, 
Michelle Kay, Maria Alessandrini, 
Vincent O’Neill, John Besselink, 
Damian Black, Joyce Martin, 
Jenny Hansch, Ken Vivian, Marie 
Howard, Pat O’Mara, Robert Hazelman, Alan 
Douch, Veronica Barter, Fr Frank Freeman, 
Carolyn Gleeson, Gary Donchi, Anna Lapuh, 
Peter Heron, Father Frank Young, Sarah 
Parker and all who seek our prayers. 
 

THANK YOU! To all who 
do so many unseen jobs 
to help our parish 
function. A big thanks this 
week to our garden and maintenance 
volunteers for all their hard work.  The 
place is looking good!   

THE ASSUMPTION OF THE VIRGIN MARY: 
The Assumption is a holy day of obligation 
in Australia. The Roman Catholic Church 
believes that the Blessed Virgin Mary was 
“assumed” body and soul into heavenly 
glory when she died. The readings of the 
day for the solemnity emphasise what God 
did in Mary. The Gospel emphasises that 
Mary’s greatness comes from her 
participation in God’s plan. The preface of 
the Assumption gives us words of hope: 
“Today the virgin Mother of God was taken 
up into heaven to be the beginning and the 
pattern of the Church in its perfection, and 
a sign of hope and comfort for your people 
on their pilgrim way.” 
 

BAPTISMS:  This week we 
welcome for Baptism, 
Sophie Elise Pearson, 
daughter of Gavin and 
Rosalie. Congratulations 
from all of us. 
The next meeting for those preparing for 
Baptism is on Wednesday 16th August at 
7:00pm in the Parish Centre. Please 
contact the Parish Office on 5174 2060 for 
further information 
 

BAPTISM FOR SCHOOL AGED 
CHILDREN:  Our Parish is again running a 
program for children aged 4 to 15 years 
who wish to be baptized. Preparation 
meetings are underway, with the next 
meeting at 4:30 – 5:30pm on 
Wednesday August 16.  These special 
baptisms will be celebrated at 6:00pm 
Mass on Saturday August 26th.  
 

ROSEMARIE PROSSER:   The Parish is 
fortunate to be able to offer two 
evenings with Rose Marie Prosser – a 
Theology Lecturer associated with Yarra 
Theological Union (University of 
Divinity).  The topics she will cover are 
Jesus in First Century Judaism  and  The 
writing of the Gospels, particularly the 
Gospel according to Matthew.  All are 
welcome to attend. 
At our first gathering, Rosemarie helped 
us see that listening to the gospels with 
the knowledge of who they were written 
for, and the time they were written for 
can make a huge difference to our 
understanding of the Good News. 
 

The second evening with RoseMarie is 
on Thursday August 17th  7:00 -8:30pm  
in the Mary MacKillop Hall.  
Entry by gold coin donation.  Light 
supper will be provided.  Please let 
Parish Office know you are coming (5174 
2060). 
 

CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP: The CPG 
meets every Thursday evening at 
7:30pm in the Mary MacKillop Hall.  All 
are welcome to come and join in! 
Enquiries to Cathy on 5174 3001. 

GOOD LUCK DOREEN!:    Sr Doreen will be 
absent from the Parish for about six weeks 
while she recovers from a medical 
procedure.  We wish her a speedy recovery.  
Please keep her in your prayers  
 

R.C.I.A.:   The Rite of 
Christian Initiation of 
Adults. 
St Michael’s Parish 
warmly invites 
anyone interested in discovering more 
about the Catholic faith to contact Susan 
Grout on 0412 671 308 for further 
information.  
 

“CURRRENT OF GRACE” 
CCR Conference: 

 

Friday 18th to Sunday 20th August 
All parishioners are invited to the 
Opening Mass on Friday 18th August at 
7:30pm and the Healing Rally on 
Saturday 19th August at 7:30pm. 
The Catholic Charismatic Renewal 
Conference will be held in the Mary 
MacKillop Hall, Church St, Traralgon. 
Fr Ken Barker, Moderator of Missionaries 
of God’s Love Order, will lead the 
Conference.   All are welcome. 
Please see brochures in the church foyers 
or contact Cathy McLure on 5174 3001 for 
more information. 
 

CATHOLICCARE APPEAL:   This weekend 
our Parish will hold the CatholicCare 
Sunday Appeal.  As our parish’s social 
service agency, CatholicCare delivers 
family and relationship counselling, 
refugee and settlement support, 
education and school programs, and 
pastoral services.  Donations from our 
parish community will help care for the 
most vulnerable families in our 
community.  Your generosity at our 
leaving collections this weekend will be 
gratefully received. There are envelopes 
on the entrance tables if you wish to 
donate by credit card.  
 
 
  

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday 6.00pm St Michael’s 

Traralgon 
Sunday 9:30am                St Michael’s 

Traralgon 

 10:00am St Mary’s  
Yarram 

 10:00am St Columbkille’s 
Glengarry 

 6:00 pm              St Michael’s 
Traralgon 

 

WEEKDAY LITURGY TIMES 
 
 

14th to 20th August 
Mon 14 
 

9:30am 

 
Community Liturgy 
of the Word 
St Michael’s 

Tues 15 Feast of the Assumption 
 Holy Day of Obligation 

 9.30am Mass, St Michael’s 

 11:00am Mass, St Mary’s 

 12:00pm Mass, St Michael’s 

 6:00pm  Mass, St Michael’s 

Wed 16 9:30am Mass, St Michael’s 

 10:00am Mass, St Mary’s 

 1:30pm Requiem Mass for 
Joan Clarke 

Thurs 17 11:00am Requiem Mass for 
Rita Sweeney 

Fri  18 10:30am St Michael’s, Mass 

Sat 19 9:30am Mass, St Michael’s 
 

Rosary: Tuesday to Sunday 30 minutes 
before Mass. 
 

Reconciliation: Saturdays 10:15am & 
5:30pm or any time by arrangement with 
Father. 

 

 
 



YOUTH MASS:  Planning is underway for a 
Youth Mass to be 
celebrated on 
Sunday 27th August 
at 9:30am.   
All young people are 
warmly invited to participate in this special 
Mass which will feature youth in many 
ministry roles.   It was great to have so many 
youngsters turning up for training on 
Thursday evening. 
A final training session for readers, 
musicians, offertory procession, prayer of 
the faithful, collectors will be held at 5:00pm 
on August 24. 
Please contact Jen Hanratty on 0437 492 349 
or the Parish Office on 5147 2060 if you or 
any of your young people are interested to 
learn more. 
 

SMY@L – St.Michael’s Parish Youth Group 
St.Michael’s Youth group is for all young 
people from Year 5, 6 & lower secondary 
levels (from any school). SMY@L meet in the 
Mary MacKillop Hall a few times each school 
term, and run a variety of activities in a safe, 
friendly environment with leaders from our 
Parish Community who all have current 
Working With Children Checks. We meet on 
a Friday night.  
Participants are signed in and out at the end 
of each session.  Our leaders all have 
experience in working with young people.   

FRIDAY 18TH AUGUST 
JUMP’N’CLIMB PHAT  FRIDAY 

2 awesome hours of jumping fun at 
Jump’n’Climb, 62 Eastern Road, Traralgon 
(meet at venue in the foyer).  Bring water 
bottle and jump sox (if you have them). 
Youth Group sign in still applies. 
5pm-7pm  Cost $20.    SMS Lou to RSVP by 
August 10 on 0414 540 296.  
 

ASSUMPTION COLLEGE KILMORE: will 
celebrate its 125th anniversary in 2018.  If 
you are a former student of the College, 
please let Maria Cleve (Alumni Development 
Officer) know.  Many celebratory events are 
being planned. 
Please contact her on 5783 5343 or email 
her at maria.cleve@assumption.vic.edu.au. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE FUTURE OF MARRIAGE: Parishioners 
are no doubt aware of the Government’s 
plan for a voluntary postal vote to decide the 
future definition of marriage. 
All parishioners are asked to pray for 
Australia and all Australians at this time, that 
our nation may reverently consider all the 
implications of their choice, and heed their 
prayerful response when they vote. 
Please ensure that you are registered to 
vote.   A resource which may help us 
understand the whole question is a recent 
10 minute interview with former Deputy 
Prime Minister John Anderson by ABC’s Chris 
Uhlman.  The interview is located at -  
http://www.acl.org.au/former_deputy_pm
_john_anderson_speaks_on_marriage. 
 

SEASONS FOR GROWTH ADULTS 
PROGRAMME:     ‘Seasons for Growth’ is an 
innovative education program which 
explores the effects of change, loss and grief.  
Training for facilitators for Seasons for 
Growth will take place on August 24 & 25, 
9:00am to 4:00pm in the Cardinal Knox 
Centre, 383 Albert Street, East Melbourne. 
Cost $550.00 per person (includes 
companion manual, journal and seminar 
workbook).   Further details please contact 
Bev at the Parish Office on 5174 2060. 
 

ORDINATION TO THE DIACONATE:  Two of 
our seminarians, Avinash George and Hiep 
van Nguyen, will be ordained Deacons for 
the Diocese of Sale on Saturday 2nd 
September at 11.00 am at St Mary’s 
Cathedral, Sale.    
If parishioners are wishing to attend this 
marvellous occasion, could you please let 
Bev know at the Parish Office to assist with 
catering. 
Those who will be singing in the choir are 
asked to attend one of two rehearsals 
offered: 

1.  Saturday 19th August 2pm, Sacred 
Heart Church, Commercial Rd, Morwell 

2. Sunday 20th August 1pm, St Michael’s 
Church, High St, Berwick. 

 

 FINANCE MATTERS:   
 “He said, “Come”. Peter got out of the boat 
and began to walk on the water toward 
Jesus.” - MATTHEW 14:29 
When you hear Jesus calling, do you 
responded immediately and trust that He 
knows what He’s doing? If so, you are 
walking on water! When we say “yes” to 
Jesus, we feel the power of his presence in 
our lives. We can feel the freedom it gives 
us! Listen how Jesus is calling you to live the 
extraordinary life He has in mind for you. 

 
STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN: 
July Giving 
Loose collections 
July 02                                $ 1,108.00 
July 09                                 $ 1,169.00 
July 16                                  $ 1,065.00 
July 23                                  $ 1,093.15 
July 30                                  $ 1,163.00 
                                               $ 5,598.15 
Planned Giving 
Envelopes                            $15,388.00 
Direct Debit                         $  5,810.00 
Credit Card                          $  2,825.00 
July total                            $24,023.00 
Monthly pledge amount:  $18,328.00 
 
If you wish to have information about our 
Planned Giving programme please contact 
the Parish Office. 
 

Counters:       August 13     Morris Team 
                         August 20     Mitchell Team 
                         August 27     Burns Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Rosters  for  August 20      ~     20th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Mass Lector Commentator Eucharistic Ministers Welcomers Music Sacristan 

Saturday 
6:00pm 

Sr Doreen  
C Di Corleto, B Power, M 
Giddens, D Buckland, T D Koke 
 

H Luque  
Diamente 

Family 
 

Sunday 
9:30am 

N Georgeson H Daly 
P Carlin, T Denny, J & W 
Waanders, L Panozzo, Volunteer 
 

R Benbow 
M Blancard 

Charismatic 
Choir 

P & L Van der 
Velden 

Sunday 
6:00pm 

 
C Blackford 
 

J Hanrahan 
J Reid, R Tarraran, D Locke,  
Volunteers x1 

D Buckland Quiet Mass A O’Neill 

• Altar Cleaning:           August 20     L Kennedy  August 27     J Scholtes 

• Church Cleaning:    August          St Gabriel’s Team 

• Children's Liturgy of the Word:  Jane Doherty 

• Touring Statue of Our Lady:    August 20     S & C Kanara    August 27     V & J Besselink 

Please contact the family before you leave the statue to make sure they are home.  Thank you.  For further information regarding roster 

please contact: Marie Moulton 5174 0938    Email: memou_38@bigpond.com 

• Mick’s Kitchen:   August 17    Van Berkel Team   August 24    Mitchell Team 

 

 

http://www.acl.org.au/former_deputy_pm_john_anderson_speaks_on_marriage
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Entrance Antiphon   Cf Ps 73:20 19 22 23 

Look to your covenant, O Lord, 

And forget not the life of your poor ones for ever. 

Arise, O God, and defend your cause, 

And forget not the cries of those who seek you. 

 

First Reading I Kings 19:9 11-13 

A reading from the first book of the Kings  
Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord God.  

When Elijah reached Horeb, the mountain of God, he 

went into the cave and spent the night in it. Then he 

was told, ‘Go out and stand on the mountain before 

the Lord.’ Then the Lord himself went by. There came 

a mighty wind, so strong it tore the mountains and 

shattered the rocks before the Lord. But the Lord was 

not in the wind. After the wind came an earthquake. 

But the Lord was not in the earthquake. After the 

earthquake came a fire. But the Lord was not in the 

fire. And after the fire there came the sound of a 

gentle breeze. And when Elijah heard this, he 

covered his face with his cloak and went out and 

stood at the entrance of the cave. 

 

Responsorial Psalm  Ps 84:9-14  Rv8 

(R. Lord, show us your mercy and love, 

and grant us your salvation.  

1. I will hear what the Lord God has to say,  

a voice that speaks of peace.  

His help is near for those who fear him  

and his glory will dwell in our land. (R.)  

2. Mercy and faithfulness have met;  

justice and peace have embraced.  

Faithfulness shall spring from the earth  

and justice look down from heaven. (R.)  

3. The Lord will make us prosper  

and our earth shall yield its fruit.  

Justice shall march before him  

and peace shall follow his steps. (R.)  

 

Second Reading Romans 9:1-5  

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans  

I would willingly be condemned if it could help my people.  

What I want to say is no pretence; I say it in union 

with Christ – it is the truth – my conscience in union 

with the Holy Spirit assures me of it too. What I want 

to say is this: my sorrow is so great, my mental 

anguish so endless, I would willingly be condemned 

and be cut off from Christ if it could help my brothers 

of Israel, my own flesh and blood. They were adopted 

as sons, they were given the glory and the covenants; 

the Law and the ritual were drawn up for them, and 

the promises were made to them. They are descended 

from the patriarchs and from their flesh and blood 

came Christ who is above all, God for ever blessed! 

Amen. 

 

Gospel Acclamation   
 

Alleluia, alleluia!  

I hope in the Lord, 

I trust in his word. 

Alleluia! 

 

Gospel Matthew 14:22-33 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew  

Command me to come to you over the water.  

Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on 

ahead to the other side while he would send the 

crowds away. After sending the crowds away he went 

up into the hills by himself to pray. When evening 

came, he was there alone, while the boat, by now far 

out on the lake, was battling with a heavy sea, for 

there was a head-wind. In the fourth watch of the 

night he went towards them, walking on the lake, and 

when the disciples saw him walking on the lake they 

were terrified. ‘It is a ghost’ they said, and cried out 

in fear. But at once Jesus called out to them, saying, 

‘Courage! It is I! Do not be afraid.’ It was Peter who 

answered. ‘Lord,’ he said ‘if it is you, tell me to come 

to you across the water.’ ‘Come’ said Jesus. Then Peter 

got out of the boat and started walking towards Jesus 

across the water, but as soon as he felt the force of 

the wind, he took fright and began to sink. ‘Lord! Save 

me!’ he cried. Jesus put out his hand at once and held 

him. ‘Man of little faith,’ he said ‘why did you doubt?’ 

And as they got into the boat the wind dropped. The 

men in the boat bowed down before him and said, 

‘Truly, you are the Son of God.’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                    _                  Sunday July 13th, 2017 
 

 

Next week’s Readings:  20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

First Reading:  Isaiah 56:1 6-7 
Second Reading: Romans 11:13-15 29-32 
Gospel:   Matthew  15:21-28 
 

http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Elijah.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Horeb.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Elijah.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Israel.mp3

