Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

July 30, 2017

St Michael’s Parish, Traralgon
in partnership with

St Mary’s Parish, Yarram
and including
St Columbkille’s, Glengarry
St Gerard’s Woodside
St Michael’s Vision Statement: Inspired by Jesus
Christ, we are a welcoming Catholic Community
seeking to enrich lives. Come and join us!
St Michael’s Mission Statement:
To provide opportunities for parishioners –
•
to grow in holiness
•
to discover and live out their personal and
community call to mission to live as Catholics who
effectively transform society.

St Mary’s Vision Statement: The Council aims to foster
and encourage all baptized Catholics to grow in their love
of Jesus, their fidelity to the Catholic Church and to reach
out to all members of our worldwide community.
St Mary’s Mission Statement: To foster and co-ordinate
activities that encourage all baptized Catholics to take
responsibility for the life and mission of their Church.

Statement of Commitment to the safety of children and vulnerable adults: Central to the mission of St
Michael’s and St Mary’s Parishes is an unequivocal commitment to fostering the dignity, self-esteem and integrity of
children, young people and vulnerable adults and providing them with a safe, supportive and enriching environment
to develop spiritually, physically, intellectually, emotionally and socially.
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SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY:
By Dianne Bergant CSS
The ‘wisdom of Solomon’ is well known
even by those unfamiliar with most of
the biblical tradition. The passage read
today explains the origin of that
wisdom. It reports an exchange
between God and the king. The
encounter took place in a dream, an
avenue believed to be a vehicle of
divine revelation. It is God who initiates
the exchange, inviting Solomon to
request whatever he desires. No reason
is given for God’s generosity. That in
itself is a point to remember. God gives
because God is generous. Solomon asks
for an ‘understanding heart’ with which
to rule his people. He makes a wise
choice and receives the blessings that
flow from it.
The psalm glorifies the law of the Lord.
Almost every verse contains the word
‘law’, or a synonym of it. This
demonstrates the reverence in which
the law was held. The word `law’ (tôrâ),
which really means “instruction’, refers
to the directives given to the people to
enable them to live life appropriately.
We miss the true meaning of the law if
we do not situate it squarely within the
theology of covenant which emphasises
God’s lovingkindness and compassion.
Only then can we appreciate the
goodness of God who has not only
invited us into covenant, but has also
shown us how we can faithfully live out
this covenant commitment.
Two significant themes are found in
Paul’s Letter to the Romans: The first
theme does not suggest that

‘everything will work out in the end’.
Rather, it suggests a profound trust in
God who can bring good, even when
adverse circumstances are not altered.
The second theme, predestination, is
also often misunderstood. It claims
that even before the beginning of
time, God knew the plan that would
bring all things to their final
conclusion. Paul does not suggest that
some are predestined to salvation and
others to perdition. Rather, he argues
that God calls all to conformity to the
image of God’s son. It is this
conformity that justifies them, and
their justification will be the source of
their glorification.
Jesus continues to teach his disciples
about the kingdom of God. The
parables of the treasure in the field
and the pearl point to the hidden
character of the kingdom as well as its
inestimable value. The parable of the
net treats the diverse composition of
kingdom’s
membership.
Its
eschatological character is seen in the
mention of the end of the age and the
role of the angels at the final
judgment, when the good will be
separated from the evil. Jesus
considers his disciples interpreters of
the law, disciples of the kingdom. Just
as a householder brings out treasures
old and new, so they understand that
Jesus’ teaching is grounded in the
original tradition, yet it is radically
different.



SUNDAY MASS TIMES
Saturday

6.00pm

Sunday

9:30am
10:00am
10:00am
6:00 pm

St Michael’s
Traralgon
St Michael’s
Traralgon
St Mary’s
Yarram
St Columbkille’s
Glengarry
St Michael’s
Traralgon

WEEKDAY LITURGY TIMES
31st July to 5th August
9:30am
Community Liturgy
Mon 31

11:00am

of the Word
St Michael’s
Mass, Margery
Cole Hostel
Mass, St Mary’s

Wed 02
Thurs 03

8:45am
9:30am

Mass, St Michael’s
Mass, Gabriel’s PS

Fri 04
Sat 05

10:30am
9:30am
9:30am

Mass, Dalkeith
Mass, St Michael’s
Mass, St Michael’s

Tues 01

10:45am

Rosary: Tuesday to Sunday 30 minutes
before Mass.
Reconciliation: Saturdays 10:15am &
5:30pm or any time by arrangement with
Father.

PLEASE PRAY FOR: We remember those
who have died recently including Patricia
Donoghue, Lonappan Puthussery, Kay
Power, Tom Clarke, Joseph Saleh, Herman
Waanders, Sr Aileen Vear, Elma Caffrey,
Brian McKeown and all those whose
anniversaries occur at this time including
Robyn Morris, Guilia Moretti, John de
Martin, Gerry Pawluck, and Grazia Pugliese.
Lord, let your perpetual light shine upon
them. May they rest in peace. Amen.
WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK:
including Wilhelmina Nijenhuis,
Michelle Kay, Maria Alessandrini,
Rita Sweeney, Vincent O’Neill,
John Besselink, Damian Black,
Joyce Martin, Jenny Hansch, Ken
Vivian, Marie Howard, Pat O’Mara, Robert
Hazelman, Alan Douch, Veronica Barter, Fr
Frank Freeman, Carolyn Gleeson, Gary
Donchi, Anna Lapuh, Peter Heron, Father
Frank Young, Sarah Parker and all who seek
our prayers.

LADIES WORSHIP IN SONG: An Interdenominational afternoon of singing, with
a focus on songs of praise and worship.
On Saturday 5th August, 2:00-4:00pm in
the Traralgon District Baptist Church, 5862 Kay Street, Traralgon.
Entry by
donation. For further information, please
call 0431 936 653. All are warmly invited
to join in.

BAPTISMS: This week we
welcome for Baptism Eden
Rose Zammit, daughter of
Steve and Natasja: Brielle
Grace Napper, daughter of
Warren and Grace.
Congratulations to the families, from us
all.
The next meeting for those preparing for
Baptism is on Wednesday 16th August at
7:00pm in the Parish Centre. Please
contact the Parish Office on 5174 2060
for further information.

ST JOHN VIANNEY’S FEAST DAY: The
Priests of the Diocese will come together
for their annual Clergy Inservice Day on
Wednesday August 2. Wednesday Mass
will be celebrated at 8:45am this week.
R.C.I.A.:
These letters stand
for the Rite of
Christian Initiation of
Adults, the ancient
Rite of welcoming people into the
Church.
St Michael’s Parish warmly invites anyone
interested in discovering more about the
Catholic faith to attend our meetings on
Thursdays, in St Michael’s Parish Centre,
35 Kay Street, Traralgon. We start at
7.30pm sharp, and finish by 9.00pm sharp.
This year’s starting date is August 3rd. If
you know of anyone who might be
interested, please bring them along to our
meeting, contact Susan Grout for further
information. All are very welcome.
Contacts: Susan Grout (0412 671 308) or
Parish Office (5174 2060) – but you can
just turn up!

BAPTISM
FOR
SCHOOL
AGED
CHILDREN: Our Parish is again running a
programme for children aged 4 to 15
years who wish to be baptized. The
program will run from August 2nd to
August 26. Preparation meetings will be
held in the Mary MacKillop Room, at
4:30 – 5:30pm on Wednesdays August
02, August 09 and August 16, with these
special baptisms being celebrated at
6:00pm Mass on Saturday August 26th.
There is a cost of $35 involved, which
pays for the baptism candle and stole.
Please contact Susan Grout on 0412 671
308 for further details.
CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP: The CPG
ROSEMARIE PROSSER: The Parish is meets every Thursday evening at 7:30pm
fortunate to be able to offer two in the Mary MacKillop Hall. All are
evenings with Rose Marie Prosser – a welcome to come and join in! Enquiries to
Theology Lecturer associated with Yarra Cathy on 5174 3001.
Theological Union (University of
“CURRRENT OF GRACE”
Divinity). The topics she will cover are
CCR Conference:
Jesus in First Century Judaism and The
th to Sunday 20th August
Friday
18
writing of the Gospels, particularly the
Gospel according to Matthew. All are The Catholic Charismatic Renewal
Conference will be held in the Mary
welcome to attend.
Thursdays August 10 and 17. 7:00 - MacKillop Hall, Church St, Traralgon.
Fr Ken Barker, Moderator of Missionaries
8:30pm in the Mary MacKillop Hall.
Entry by gold coin donation. Light of God’s Love Order, will lead the
supper will be provided. Please let Conference. All are welcome.
Parish Office know you are coming (5174 Please see brochures in the church foyers
or contact Cathy McLure on 5174 3001 for
2060).
more information.
AN INVITATION FROM SR DOREEN: In
preparation for the Feast of St Mary
MacKillop (August 8th), three days of
THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS:
Wednesday 2nd August
prayer and sharing will be held in the
5:00pm Baptism for School Aged
Mary MacKillop Room, starting at
Children, Mary MacKillop Room
11:00am with ‘Sharing the Mary
5:30pm Parish Pastoral Council
MacKillop Story’, followed by prayer and
Meeting, Parish Centre
conversation. To be followed by sharing
Thursday 3rd August
soup, eats and celebration.
11:00am ‘Sharing the Mary
Come along on Thursday 3rd August,
MacKillop Story’ (i), Mary
Friday 4th August and Monday 7th
MacKillop Room
August.
Friday 4th August
All are welcome.
11:00am ‘Sharing the Mary
MacKillop Story’ (ii), Mary
MacKillop Room

YOUTH MASS: Planning is underway for a
Youth Mass to be
celebrated
on
Sunday 27th August
at 9:30am.
All young people are warmly invited to
participate in this special Mass which will
feature youth in many ministry roles. It was
great to have so many youngsters turning up
for training on Thursday evening, we look
forward to seeing more of you on August 10
and 24.
Further training sessions for readers,
musicians, offertory procession, prayer of
the faithful, reading, collectors will be held
at 5:00pm on Thursdays August 10 & 24.
Please contact Jen Hanratty on 0437 492 349
or the Parish Office on 5147 2060 if you or
any of your young people are interested to
learn more.
SMY@L – St.Michael’s Parish Youth Group
St.Michael’s Youth group is for all young
people from Year 5, 6 & lower secondary
levels (from any school). SMY@L meet in the
Mary MacKillop Hall a few times each school
term, and run a variety of activities in a safe,
friendly environment with leaders from our
Parish Community who all have current
Working With children Checks. We meet on
a Friday night.
Participants are signed in and out at the end
of each session. Our leaders all have
experience in working with young people.
FRIDAY 18TH AUGUST
JUMP’N’CLIMB PHAT FRIDAY
2 awesome hours of jumping fun at
Jump’n’Climb, 62 Eastern Road, Traralgon
(meet at venue in the foyer). Bring water
bottle and jump sox (if you have them).
Youth Group sign in still applies.
5pm-7pm Cost $20. SMS Lou to RSVP by
August 10 on 0414 540 296.

SMY@L YOUTH GRUP: Our Youth Group is
seeking assistance with Operation Christmas
Child. This drive is an initiative of the
Christian organisation ‘Samaritan’s Purse’.
They help children and families from all over
the world, in the poorest of countries. We
help by making up shoeboxes filled with
goods, that are then delivered to children in
third world countries for Christmas.
We are currently collecting items, as we’ll be
packing the boxes in September.
The boxes are filled with Something to wear,
Something to love, Something to play with,
Something for school, Something special &
something for personal hygiene.
If you would like to help, we need a lot of
items for the shoeboxes. The items need to
be new, small/compact and for a boy or girl,
aged 10 -14 years. The following are some
examples of items required; soap & face
washer, coloured pencils, small pencil cases,
pens, chalk, stickers, necklaces, bangles,
sunglasses, tennis balls, cars, marbles,
clothing (t-shirts, shorts, PJ’s, underwear),
cloth bags (to put books in),etc. We cannot
include items that could leak or melt, eg,
textas, toothpaste or crayons; or sharps. We
welcome bulk packs of items such as pencils
or soaps, etc as we have to unwrap all
packaging before they are put into the
boxes.
Last year we came up with some great ideas
and filled 60 boxes (this is the 7th year we are
taking part) – with your help we can do even
better this year! Our boxes are sent to places
such as Fiji or Indonesia. It also costs $9 per
box for postage, so money is also required
for this. If you would like to help, please
leave your items or monetary donations at
the Parish Office with Bev, please call Louise
Varsaci on 51750877 if you have any other
questions. Thank you for your generosity
and please keep these children and our
youth in your prayers.

Rosters for August 06
Mass

~

FINANCE MATTERS:
“We know that all things work for good for
those who love God, who are called
according to his purpose.” - ROMANS 8:28
Do you really trust God? Do you believe that
all things work for good? Faith is a challenge
for everyone at times. Putting our trust in
God, in everything we do, means that God’s
plan for our lives may be different than our
plan. When one door closes, another one
opens. Trust in God, His plan is always
better.
STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN:
If you wish to have information about our
Planned Giving programme please contact
the Parish Office.
Counters:
July 30
Arend Team
August 06 Armstrong Team

Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord

Lector

Commentator

Saturday
6:00pm

B O’Brien

S Grout

B Power, C DiCorleto, D Buckland, T
Wisby

Sunday
9:30am

R Diaz

C McCabe

J&W Waanders, J Cahill, K Jones, E
Ryan, J Hanratty

Sunday
6:00pm

C Roga

L Varsaci

• Altar Cleaning:
• Church Cleaning:

ORDINATION TO THE DIACONATE: Two of
our seminarians, Avinash George and Hiep
van Nguyen, will be ordained Deacons for
the Diocese of Sale on Saturday 2nd
September at 11.00 am at St Mary’s
Cathedral, Sale. A Diocesan Choir is being
formed to lead the singing at the Ordination
Mass. We are also looking for
instrumentalists.
If you are interested in joining the
choir/musicians for this wonderful occasion,
please contact Mrs Sophy Morley, Diocesan
Director of Music, as soon as possible.
Email - smorley@sale.catholic.org.au Phone:
03 5622 6677
M 0413 590 007
Singers/Musicians will receive a music pack
and details of rehearsal times and venues
around the diocese.

Eucharistic Ministers

Rob Tarraran, J Reid, D Locke,
Volunteer

Welcomers

Music

A O’Hara
R Tactor
T & L Biancon
A Ward

Sacristan
A Symonds

Filipino
Choir
Diamente
Family

P & L Van der
Velden
B Kennedy

July 30 J Scholtes
August 06 S Edgar
July
Cells Groups
August
St Gabriel’s Team
• Children's Liturgy of the Word:
Alison, Tamille and Josephine
• Touring Statue of Our Lady:
July 30 F & B Melenhorst
August 06 Mary Hourigan
Please contact the family before you leave the statue to make sure they are home. Thank you. For further information regarding roster
please contact: Marie Moulton 5174 0938 Email: memou_38@bigpond.com
•
Mick’s Kitchen:
August 03 Moretti Team
August 10 Townsend Team

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Entrance Antiphon

Cf Ps 67:6-7 36

God is in his holy place,
God who unites those who dwell in his house;
he himself gives might and strength to his people.

First Reading

I Kings 3:5 7-12

A reading from the first book of the Kings
You have asked for wisdom.

The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream and said,
‘Ask what you would like me to give you.’ Solomon
replied, ‘Lord, my God, you have made your servant
king in succession to David my father. But I am a
very young man, unskilled in leadership. Your
servant finds himself in the midst of this people of
yours that you have chosen, a people so many its
numbers cannot be counted or reckoned. Give your
servant a heart to understand how to discern
between good and evil, for who could govern this
people of yours that is so great?’ It pleased the Lord
that Solomon should have asked for this. ‘Since you
have asked for this’ the Lord said ‘and not asked for
long life for yourself or riches or the lives of your
enemies, but have asked for a discerning judgement
for yourself, here and now I do what you ask. I give
you a heart wise and shrewd as none before you has
had and none will have after you.’

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 118:57 72 76-77 127-130. Rv97

(R.) Lord, I love your commands.
1.

My part, I have resolved, O Lord,
is to obey your word.
The law from your mouth means more to me
than silver and gold. (R.)

2.

Let your love be ready to console me
by your promise to your servant.
Let your love come to me and I shall live
for your law is my delight. (R.)

3.

That is why I love your commands
more than finest gold.
That is why I rule my life by your precepts:
I hate false ways. (R.)

4.

Your will is wonderful indeed;
therefore I obey it.
The unfolding of your word gives light
and teaches the simple. (R.)

_

Sunday July 30, 2017

Second Reading

Rom 8:28-30

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans
He predestined us to become true images of his Son.

We know that by turning everything to their good
God co-operates with all those who love him, with all
those that he has called according to his purpose.
They are the ones he chose specially long ago and
intended to become true images of his Son, so that
his Son might be the eldest of many brothers. He
called those he intended for this; those he called he
justified, and with those he justified he shared his
glory.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and
earth;
You have revealed to little ones the mysteries of
the kingdom.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Matthew 13:24-43

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
He sells everything he owns and buys the field.

Jesus said to the crowds, ‘The kingdom of heaven is
like treasure hidden in a field which someone has
found; he hides it again, goes off happy, sells
everything he owns and buys the field.
‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant
looking for fine pearls; when he finds one of great
value he goes and sells everything he owns and buys
it.’
‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast
into the sea that brings in a haul of all kinds. When it
is full, the fishermen haul it ashore; then, sitting
down, they collect the good ones in a basket and throw
away those that are no use. This is how it will be at
the end of time: the angels will appear and separate
the wicked from the just to throw them into the
blazing furnace where there will be weeping and
grinding of teeth.’

‘Have you understood all this?’ They said, ‘Yes.’ And
he said to them, ‘Well, then, every scribe who
becomes a disciple of the kingdom of heaven is like a
householder who brings out from his storeroom things
both new and old.’

Next week’s Readings:
Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord
First Reading:
Second Reading:
Gospel:

Daniel 7:9-10 13-14
2 Peter 1:16-19
Matthew 17:1-9

