Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

July 09, 2017

St Michael’s Parish, Traralgon
in partnership with

St Mary’s Parish, Yarram
and including
St Columbkille’s, Glengarry
St Gerard’s Woodside
St Michael’s Vision Statement: Inspired by Jesus
Christ, we are a welcoming Catholic Community
seeking to enrich lives. Come and join us!
St Michael’s Mission Statement:
To provide opportunities for parishioners –
•
to grow in holiness
•
to discover and live out their personal and
community call to mission to live as Catholics who
effectively transform society.

St Mary’s Vision Statement: The Council aims to foster
and encourage all baptized Catholics to grow in their love
of Jesus, their fidelity to the Catholic Church and to reach
out to all members of our worldwide community.
St Mary’s Mission Statement: To foster and co-ordinate
activities that encourage all baptized Catholics to take
responsibility for the life and mission of their Church.

Statement of Commitment to the safety of children and vulnerable adults: Central to the mission of St
Michael’s and St Mary’s Parishes is an unequivocal commitment to fostering the dignity, self-esteem and integrity of
children, young people and vulnerable adults and providing them with a safe, supportive and enriching environment
to develop spiritually, physically, intellectually, emotionally and socially.
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REFLECTION by Brendan Byrne SJ
Today’s Gospel, Matt 11:25-30,
features one of the most remarkable
scenes in the Gospel of Matthew (the
first part has a parallel in Luke 10:2122). The disciples—and by extension
ourselves—are given access to a
moment of intimacy between Jesus
and his Father. We “overhear” a joyful
exclamation that Jesus makes directly
to the Father, rejoicing that he has
communicated to “mere children”
(his disciples) some sense of the
knowledge of the Father that he
enjoys as divine Son. This privileged
knowledge is not something that can
be gained by learning or study; that is
why the “learned and clever” have no
purchase upon it through their own
efforts. It is something directly
revealed by God’s grace to those most
capable of receiving it: “mere
children”.
The point about little children, of
course, is that, being so unlearned
and weak, they have nothing “useful”
to contribute in an adult world. All
they can do is receive what is given to
them. What they give in return is
simply what they are really good at:
affection and love. Jesus comes back
again and again to this image of the
child to communicate a sense of
human relationship to God.
We should realize, too, that when
Jesus speaks of “knowing” God, he is
using the word in the Semitic sense
where,
beyond
intellectual
knowledge, it has the deeper

resonance of real experience. To
“know” a person is not simply to
know a great deal about her or him:
implied is a communion of love,
entailing deep intimacy. This is the
kind of knowledge of God of which
Jesus is speaking. He blesses the
Father
because
he
has
communicated such knowledge to
the disciples— and, by extension, to
ourselves, who are their heirs.
In the second part of the Gospel,
Jesus issues an invitation: “Come to
me, all you who labor and are
overburdened and I will give you
rest. Shoulder my yoke and learn
from me, for I am gentle and humble
in heart”. The invitation takes us to
Matthew’s
characteristic
presentation of Jesus as the One who
bears and lifts humanity’s burdens.
The view of humanity depicted in the
Gospel is that of being weighed
down and burdened by a multitude
of afflictions (4:23-25; 8:16-17; 9:3536; 14:13-14). In the guise of the
“Servant” figure of Isaiah (12:15-21;
see Isa 42:1-4; 49:1-6; 50:4-9; 52:13–
53:12) Jesus comes to lift that
burden, which includes but is by no
means exhausted by the burden of
sin. He rails at the scribes and
Pharisees
because,
in
their
interpretation of the Torah (the
Jewish law), they make human life
more rather than less burdensome:
(continued on page 2)

SUNDAY MASS TIMES
Saturday

6.00pm

Sunday

9:30am
10:00am
10:00am
6:00 pm

St Michael’s
Traralgon
St Michael’s
Traralgon
St Mary’s
Yarram
St Columbkille’s
Glengarry
St Michael’s
Traralgon

WEEKDAY LITURGY TIMES
10th to 15th July 2017
9:30am
Community Liturgy
Mon 10
Tues 11

9:30am
11:00am

10:00am
11:00am
12:00pm
9:30am

Mass, Crossley
House, Yarram
Funeral Prayers for
Bernard Campbell,
St Michael's
Mass, St Mary’s
{Exposition
{Mass, St Michael’s
Mass, St Michael’s

9:30am

Mass, St Michael’s

9:30am

Mass, St Michael’s

1:30pm

Wed 12
Thurs 13
Fri 14
Sat 15

of the Word
St Michael’s
Mass, St Michael’s

Rosary: Tuesday to Sunday 30 minutes
before Mass.
Reconciliation: Saturdays 10:15am &
5:30pm or any time by arrangement with
Father.

PLEASE PRAY FOR: We remember those
who have died recently including Bernie
Campbell, Tom Dwyer, Dora Spurio, Albie
Drew, Gwen Greaves, Ken Giles, and
Patricia McGrath, and all those whose
anniversaries occur at this time including
Fr John Allen, Jack Cooney, Frank &
Victoria Silvestro, Angelo Bau, Joe
Hourigan, Matt Dal Pra, Fr Matt White and
Mary Jean McEntee. Lord, let your
perpetual light shine upon them. May
they rest in peace. Amen.
WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK:

including Maria Alessandrini,
Rita Sweeney, Vincent O’Neill,
Tom Clarke, Barbara Greaves,
John Besselink, Damian Black,
Joyce Martin, Jenny Hansch, Ken
Vivian, Marie Howard, Pat O’Mara, Robert
Hazelman, Alan Douch, Veronica Barter, Fr
Frank Freeman, Carolyn Gleeson, Gary
Donchi, Anna Lapuh, Peter Heron, Father
Frank Young, Sarah Parker and all who
seek our prayers.
CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP: The CPG
meets every Thursday evening at 7:30pm in
the Mary MacKillop Hall.
All are welcome to come and join in!
Enquiries to Cathy on 5174 3001.

WELCOME MARK HUGHES: make sure
you take time to say ‘hi’ to Mark now he’s
arrived. Hope your time here at St
Michael’s is welcoming and fruitful, Mark.

BAPTISMS: we welcome
for baptism this weekend
Ebony Donoghue daughter
of Aaron and Jessica; and
Elyse Therese and Jesse
Cameron Smith, children of Cameron
and Dannielle. Congratulations to the
families from us all!
The next meeting for those preparing for
Baptism is on Wednesday 19th July at
7:00pm in the Parish Centre. Please
contact the Parish Office on 5174 2060
for further information.
BAPTISM FOR SCHOOL AGED CHILDREN:
It’s with great excitement that we are able
to advertise that the Parish will run a
program for those who may have school
children who wish to become baptised.
The program will run from August 2nd to
August 19. Preparation meetings will be
held in the Mary MacKillop Room, at 4:00
– 5:00pm on Wednesdays August 02,
August 09 and August 16, with these
special baptisms being celebrated at
6:00pm Mass on Saturday August 26th.
With huge thanks to Mrs Susan Grout for
her energy and enthusiasm for this
ministry.

THIS WEEK’S MEETINGS:
Tuesday July 11th
1:00pm Knights of the Southern
Cross, Mary MacKillop Room
Thursday July 13th
7:30pm RCIA Team Meeting, Parish
Centre

Reflection by Brendan Byrne (continued)
“They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear,
and lay them on the shoulders of others;
but they themselves are unwilling to lift a
finger to move them” (23:4). For Jesus, on
the other hand, the cardinal rule for
interpreting the law is the divine intent
made clear in Hosea 6:6: “What I (God)
want is mercy not sacrifice” (see Matt
9:13; 12:7). For Jesus, God did not give the
law to Israel to impose or add to the
burdens of the human race but rather to
regulate a way of life worthy of a people
chosen by God. It is in the context of being
an interpreter of the Torah in this sense
that Jesus claims that his yoke is easy and
his burden light.



FIVE DAYS OF PRAYER AROUND THE
JUBILEE CROSS. July 16-20 2017
This
year marks the Jubilee of the Catholic
Charismatic Renewal Movement, and we
celebrate this 50th anniversary with a large
Jubilee Cross which is travelling around
Victoria, having been sent forth from St
Patrick’s Cathedral.
Hosting the cross at St Michael’s allows us
the opportunity to answer the call to
personal, communal and ecumenical prayer.
This is an opportunity for each of us to
continue to live out the mission of Jesus in
our lives and in a world in desperate need
healing, reconciliation and peace.
All are invited to join in the celebrations by
joining any of these events.
July 16 5.00pm Jubilee Cross arrives
6:00pm Welcome Mass 7.30pm Ecumenical
Prayer around the Cross (Mary MacKillop
Hall).
July 17 10am-4.00pm Pausing at the Cross.
Join with parishioners in a moment of public
reverence.
July 18 10am-4.00pm Pausing at the Cross.
Join with parishioners in a moment of public
reverence.
July 19 Standing at the Foot of the Cross –
time for private prayer and meditation
July 20 Farewell to the Jubilee Cross after
Mass at St Gabriel’s Primary School.

DATES FOR OUR DIARIES: On
Sunday 24th September,
Bishop Pat will be in our Parish
and will celebrate Mass at St
Columbkille’s at 10:30am. Mass on that
Sunday at St Michael’s will be at 9:00am. R.C.I.A.: These
letters stand for
the Rite of
ROSEMARIE PROSSER:
Christian Initiation
MARK THESE DATES!
The Parish is fortunate to be able to offer of Adults, the
two evenings with Rose Marie Prosser – a ancient Rite of welcoming people into the
Theology Lecturer associated with Yarra Church.
Theological Union (University of Divinity). St Michael’s Parish warmly invites anyone
The topics she will cover are Jesus in First interested in discovering more about the
Century Judaism and The writing of the Catholic faith to attend our meetings on
Thursdays, in St Michael’s Parish Centre, 35
Gospels, particularly the Gospel according
Kay Street, Traralgon. We start at 7.30pm
to Matthew. All are welcome to attend.
sharp, and finish by 9.00pm sharp. This
Thursdays August 10 and 17. 7:00 - year’s starting date is August 3rd. All are
8:30pm in the Mary MacKillop Hall.
very welcome.
Entry by gold coin donation.
Contacts: Susan Grout (0412 671 308) or
Parish Office (5174 2060) – but you can just
turn up!

PETERS PENCE COLLECTION: with grateful
thanks to all, we raised $330.00 for the
Peter’s Pence collection, which is sent to
Rome for the Holy Father’s use for the
necessities of the universal Church and as
charity to those most in need.
YOUTH MASS: Planning is underway for a
Youth Mass to be
celebrated on Sunday
27th August at 9:30am.
All young people are
warmly invited to participate in this special
Mass which will feature youth in many
ministry roles. Training sessions for readers,
musicians, offertory procession, prayer of
the faithful, reading, collectors will be held
at 5:00pm on Thursdays July 27, August 10 &
24.
Please contact Jen Hanratty on 0437 492 349
or the Parish Office on 5147 2060 if you or
any of your young people are interested to
learn more.
SMY@L – St.Michael’s Parish Youth Group
St.Michael’s Youth group is for all young
people from Year 5, 6 & lower secondary
levels (from any school). SMY@L meet in the
Mary MacKillop Hall a few times each school
term, and run a variety of activities in a safe,
friendly environment with leaders from our
Parish Community who all have current
Working With children Checks. We meet on
a Friday night.
Participants are signed in and out at the end
of each session. Our leaders all have
experience in working with young people.
FRIDAY 28th JULY
SLICE’N’DICE GAMES NIGHT
Let the games begin! Something different
for everyone! @ St.Michael’s Mackillop Hall,
Church Street, 6.30pm – 8.30pm Cost $3 +
an item for the Christmas Shoeboxes. Lucky
Door prize! All Welcome!
Contact Leah on 0438 811 709 for info.

SMY@L YOUTH GROUP: Our Youth Group is
seeking assistance with Operation Christmas
Child. This drive is an initiative of the
Christian organisation ‘Samaritan’s Purse’.
They help children and families from all over
the world, in the poorest of countries. We
help by making up shoeboxes filled with
goods, that are then delivered to children in
third world countries for Christmas.
We are currently collecting items, as we’ll be
packing the boxes in September.
The boxes are filled with Something to wear,
Something to love, Something to play with,
Something for school, Something special &
something for personal hygiene.
If you would like to help, we need a lot of
items for the shoeboxes. The items need to
be new, small/compact and for a boy or girl,
aged 10 -14 years. The following are some
examples of items required; soap & face
washer, coloured pencils, small pencil cases,
pens, chalk, stickers, necklaces, bangles,
sunglasses, tennis balls, cars, marbles,
clothing (t-shirts, shorts, PJ’s, underwear),
cloth bags (to put books in),etc. We cannot
include items that could leak or melt, eg,
textas, toothpaste or crayons; or sharps. We
welcome bulk packs of items such as pencils
or soaps, etc as we have to unwrap all
packaging before they are put into the
boxes.
Last year we came up with some great ideas
and filled 60 boxes (this is the 7th year we are
taking part) – with your help we can do even
better this year! Our boxes are sent to places
such as Fiji or Indonesia. It also costs $9 per
box for postage, so money is also required
for this. If you would like to help, please
leave your items or monetary donations at
the Parish Office with Bev, please call Louise
Varsaci on 5175 0877 if you have any other
questions. Thank you for your generosity
and please keep these children and our
youth in your prayers.

Rosters for July 16th
Mass

Lector

Commentator

~

FINANCE MATTERS:
“For my yoke is easy, and my burden light.” MATTHEW 11:30
When we think of being good stewards, we
may think that God is asking too much of us
when He calls us to generously share our
time, talent and treasure. However, we must
remember that we are not “owners” of
anything, we are merely “stewards” of the
gifts God has given us. All He is asking is that
we give back a small portion of what He has
already given to us.
STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN:
June Giving
Loose collections
June 04
$1,240.00
June 11
$1,012.00
June 18
$1,119.00
June 25
$1,157.00
$4528.00
Planned Giving
Envelopes
$6,932.00
Direct Debit
$5,712.50
Credit Card
$3480.00
June total
$16,124.50
Monthly pledge amount: $18,328.00
If you wish to have information about our
Planned Giving programme please contact
the Parish Office.
Counters:

July 09
July 16

Burns Team
Mitchell Team

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Eucharistic Ministers

Saturday
6:00pm

Sr Doreen

C Livesey

C DiCorleto, B Power, M Giddens, D
Buckland, TD Koke

Sunday
9:30am

S Grout/N
Georgeson

M Tainsh

P Carlin, T Denny, J&W Waanders,
L Panozzo-Tilè

Sunday
6:00pm

C Blackford

J Hanrahan

J Reid, Rob Tarraran, D Lock,
Volunteer

• Altar Cleaning:
• Church Cleaning:

PLANNED GIVING NEWS:
Giving
statements for direct debit and credit card
givers are now available in the Church.
Please take yours home with you to help
us save on postage. With huge thanks to
our wonderful volunteers who helped fold
and collate all the receipts, boxes of
envelopes etc. Your help is invaluable, and
gratefully received.

Welcomers

Music

Sacristan

H Luque

Diamente
Family

Volunteer

R Benbow
M Blanchard

Charismatic
Choir

P & L Van der
Velden

G Edgar
J Sykes

R Hayes &
Co

A O’Neill

July 09 L Kennedy
July 16 M Giddens & C Tognella
July
Cells Groups
• Children's Liturgy of the Word:
In recess – School Holidays
• Touring Statue of Our Lady:
July 09 L Panozzo-Tilè
July 16 B & S Edgar
Please contact the family before you leave the statue to make sure they are home. Thank you. For further information regarding
roster please contact: Marie Moulton 5174 0938 Email: memou_38@bigpond.com
•
Mick’s Kitchen:
July 13 Scholtes Team
July 20 Hemming Team

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Entrance Antiphon

Cf. Ps 47:10-11

Your merciful love, O God,
we have received in the midst of your temple.
Your praise, O God, like your name,
reaches the ends of the earth;
your right hand is filled with saving justice.

First Reading

Zec 9:9-10

A reading from the prophet Zechariah
See how humbly your king comes to you!

The Lord says this:
‘Rejoice heart and soul, daughter of Zion!
Shout with gladness, daughter of Jerusalem!
See now, your king comes to you;
he is victorious, he is triumphant,
humble and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
He will banish chariots from Ephraim
and horses from Jerusalem;
the bow of war will be banished.
He will proclaim peace for the nations.
His empire shall stretch from sea to sea,
from the River to the ends of the earth.’’

Responsorial Psalm
(R.)
1.

I will praise your name for ever,
my king and my God.

I will give you glory, O God my King,
I will bless your name for ever.
I will bless you day after day
and praise your name for ever. (R.)
The Lord is kind and full of compassion,
slow to anger, abounding in love.
How good is the Lord to all,
compassionate to all his creatures. (R.)

3.

All your creatures shall thank you, O Lord,
and your friends shall repeat their blessing.
They shall speak of the glory of your reign
and declare your might, O God. (R.)
The Lord is faithful in all his words
and loving in all his deeds.
The Lord supports all who fall
and raises all who are bowed down. (R.)

Next week’s Readings: 15th Sunday in Ordinary
Time
First Reading:
Second Reading:
Gospel:

Second Reading

Rom 8:9.11-13

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans
If by the Spirit you put an end to the misdeeds of the
body, you will live.

Your interests are not in the unspiritual, but in the
spiritual, since the Spirit of God has made his home in
you. In fact, unless you possessed the Spirit of Christ
you would not belong to him, and if the Spirit of him
who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, then
he who raised Jesus from the dead will give life to your
own mortal bodies through his Spirit living in you.

So then, my brothers, there is no necessity for us to
obey our unspiritual selves or to live unspiritual lives.
If you do live in that way, you are doomed to die; but
if by the Spirit you put an end to the misdeeds of the
body you will live.

Gospel Acclamation

See Mt 11:25

Alleluia, alleluia!
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and
earth;
you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of
the kingdom.
Alleluia!

Ps 88:2-3 16-19 Rv2

2.

4.

Sunday July 9th, 2017

Isaiah 55:10-11
Romans 8:18-23
Matthew 13:1-23

Gospel

Matthew 11:25-30

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
I am gentle and humble of heart.

Jesus exclaimed, ‘I bless you, Father, Lord of heaven
and of earth, for hiding these things from the learned
and the clever and revealing them to mere children.
Yes, Father, for that is what it pleased you to do.
Everything has been entrusted to me by my Father;
and no one knows the Son except the Father, just as
no one knows the Father except the Son and those to
whom the Son chooses to reveal him.
‘Come to me, all you who labour and are
overburdened, and I will give you rest. Shoulder my
yoke and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. Yes, my
yoke is easy and my burden light.’

