
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                              July 02, 2017 

 

 

St Michael’s Parish, Traralgon 
in partnership with 

St Mary’s Parish, Yarram 
and including 

St Columbkille’s, Glengarry 

St Gerard’s Woodside 
 

St Michael’s Vision Statement: Inspired by Jesus 
Christ, we are a welcoming Catholic Community 
seeking to enrich lives.  Come and join us! 

St Michael’s Mission Statement: 
To provide opportunities for parishioners – 

• to grow in holiness 
• to discover and live out their personal and 

community call to mission to live as Catholics who 
effectively transform society. 

 

St Mary’s Vision Statement:  The Council aims to foster 
and encourage all baptized Catholics to grow in their love 
of Jesus, their fidelity to the Catholic Church and to reach 

out to all members of our worldwide community. 
 
St Mary’s Mission Statement:  To foster and co-ordinate 
activities that encourage all baptized Catholics to take 
responsibility for the life and mission of their Church. 
 

 

St Michael’s Parish Information 
 

Fr Francis Otobo                     Parish Priest 
Fr Saji John                         Assistant Priest 
Parish Centre                              5174 2060 
Priests’ Residence:                     5174 6765 
56 Loch Park Road, Traralgon 
 

Sr Doreen Dagge     RSJ             5174 9997 
 

Monsignor John Allman 
O’Mara House                           5174 9674 
 

St Michael’s Parish Office       5174 2060 
33 Kay Street, Traralgon   Fax 5174 2981 
Parish Secretary:              Mrs Bev O’Brien 
Email:                              sec@smpt.org.au 
web:                                www.smpt.org.au 
Office hours – 
Tuesday to Friday        9:00am to 4:00pm 
Sacraments Admin:  Mrs Jenifer Hanratty 
 

Baptisms:      Four weeks notice required 
Weddings:     Six months notice required 
 

Parish Pastoral Council 
Susan Grout Chairperson, Fr Francis, Fr 
Saji, Sr Doreen, Greg Imhagwe, Rose 
Pearson, Kevin Taylor, Ray Moretti, Rob 
Tarraran, Cathy Blackford, Ros Joyner, 
Doug Doherty and Chris DiCorleto. 
 

Our Schools: 
St Gabriel’s School                     5174 5515 
Principal:                        Mrs Roslyn Joyner 
 
St Michael’s School                    5174 3295 
Principal:                     Mrs Cathy Blackford 
 
Lavalla Catholic College          5174 5272 
Principal:                        Mr John Freeman 
Kildare Campus                          5174 8111 
St Paul’s Campus                       5174 7355 
 

  

Statement of Commitment to the safety of children and vulnerable adults:  Central to the mission of St 
Michael’s and St Mary’s Parishes is an unequivocal commitment to fostering the dignity, self-esteem and integrity of 

children, young people and vulnerable adults and providing them with a safe, supportive and enriching environment 

to develop spiritually, physically, intellectually, emotionally and socially. 

 
Gospel Reflection  by Greg Sunter 
The gospel for today can be a difficult 
one to hear. It calls us to place our 
discipleship before our loyalty to family 
and even before our own life. It is 
important to place this passage in the 
broader context of not only the chapter 
in which it sits, but also within the gospel 
as a whole.  
Today’s passage appears at the 
conclusion of Chapter 10 in the Gospel of 
Matthew. The entire chapter deals with 
the commissioning and sending out of 
the disciples to ‘proclaim the gospel, heal 
the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those 
who have leprosy and drive out demons.’ 
(Mt 10:8) Jesus sends the disciples to 
‘work the harvest’ through 
proclamation, healing and exorcism.  
At the end of the chapter, having spelt 
out all the difficulties a disciple must 
face, Jesus assures them that even the 
smallest act of welcoming the disciple 
will be rewarded. 
From the perspective of …  
What must it have been like to be one of 
those disciples of Jesus? Having followed 
their Rabbi, or teacher, for some time, he 
sends them out to ‘have a go’ at doing 
what he has been doing: preaching; 
proclaiming the good news; healing; 
curing lepers and casting out demons. 
The focus of a disciple is to be like their 
Rabbi. This is their first real test of being 
a disciple … seeking to go out into the 
world without Jesus and do the things 
that they’ve seen their Rabbi do; to be 
like their Rabbi!  
Historical Context – A cup of cold water 
Jesus says, ‘If anyone gives so much as a 
cup of cold water’ to a disciple spreading 

the gospel, then their ultimate reward 
is assured. To give ‘a cup of cold water’ 
or ‘a cold drink’ to another person was 
the most basic act of hospitality or 
service. It is a metaphor for doing the 
absolute least service to another. Jesus 
is saying that even the most trivial act 
of service that recognises the work of 
the disciple will be welcomed and 
acknowledged. It suggests that 
‘practical loving kindness’ is both the 
test and the result of discipleship.  

Gospel Focus – Anyone who 
welcomes 

Having spelled out the difficulties of 
discipleship throughout Ch 10, the 
gospel writer has Jesus reassuring the 
disciples that anyone who welcomes 
them welcomes him. There are echoes 
here of other parts of the Gospel of 
Matthew: the Beatitudes, with its 
blessings on the poor and humble of 
heart; the welcome of children, the 
‘little ones’ of the kingdom; and the 
Last Judgment (Mt 24), that reminds us 
that whatever we do for the least in 
the world we do for Jesus. Jesus even 
describes the disciples as ‘little ones’ – 
a reminder both to them and to those 
who welcome them 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR:   We remember those 
who have died recently including Tom 
Dwyer, Dora Spurio, Albie Drew, Gwen 
Greaves, Ken Giles, Patricia McGrath and 
Elizabeth Archibald, and all those whose 
anniversaries occur at this time including 
Jack Cooney, Frank & Victoria Silvestro, 
Angelo Bau, Joe Hourigan, Matt Dal Pra, Fr 
Matt White, Mary Jean McEntee, Heather 
Hammond, Alex Kutty Varkey, Stefan 
Masternak, Adriano Vergas, and Evanca 
Yagoodnik. 
Lord, let your perpetual light shine upon 
them. May they rest in peace.  Amen. 
 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK: 

including Maria Alessandrini, 
Rita Sweeney, Ken Giles, Vincent 
O’Neill, Tom Clarke, Maria 
Alessandrini, Barbara Greaves, 
John Besselink, Damian Black, Joyce 
Martin, Jenny Hansch, Ken Vivian, Marie 
Howard, Pat O’Mara, Robert Hazelman, 
Alan Douch, Veronica Barter, Fr Frank 
Freeman, Carolyn Gleeson, Gary Donchi, 
Anna Lapuh, Peter Heron, Father Frank 
Young, Sarah Parker and all who seek our 
prayers. 

A big thank you to Peter 
Dal Pra, our fantastic 
mower of lawns and, 

garden carer, and his crew.  If ever you could 
help him out, please let the Parish Office 
know! 

ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT 
ISLANDERS SUNDAY:  This weekend we 
celebrate the richness brought to our 
culture and our faith by the Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 
Our parish acknowledges the 
Gunai/Kurnai people, the Traditional 
Owners who have walked upon and 
cared for this land for thousands of 
years. We acknowledge the continued 
deep spiritual attachment and 
relationship of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples to this country 
and commit ourselves to the ongoing 
journey of Reconciliation. 
 

SYROMALABAR MASS:   This coming 
Monday July 3rd, Fr Saji will celebrate Mass 
with the SyroMalabar community at 
6:00pm.  July 3rd is St Thomas’ Day, the 
Patron Saint of SyroMalabar community. 
 

HEALING MASS:  Fr Francis will lead a 
healing Mass this Thursday July 6th at 
7:30pm.   All welcome! 
 

WELCOME TO MARK HUGHES:  A warm 
welcome to Mark Hughes who is a first 
year seminarian in our Diocese.  Mark 
will be with us here at St Michael’s and 
St Mary’s for two months, getting a feel 
for ‘parish life’. 
 

BAPTISMS:   we welcome 
for baptism this weekend 
Briony, Maddison, Scarlett 
and Violet Egan, daughters 
of Nick and Nicole: and Ava 
James Yendall, daughter of Peter and 
Kate.  Congratulations to the families 
from us all! 
The next meeting for those preparing for 
Baptism is on Wednesday 19th July at 
7:00pm in the Parish Centre. Please 
contact the Parish Office on 5174 2060 
for further information. 
 

CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP: The CPG 
meets every Thursday evening at 7:30pm 
in the Mary MacKillop Hall.   
All are welcome to come and join in! 
Enquiries to Cathy on 5174 3001. 

 

ROSEMARIE PROSSER:  
MARK THESE DATES! 
The Parish is fortunate to be 
able to offer two evenings 
with Rose Marie Prosser – a 
Theology Lecturer associated with Yarra 
Theological Union (University of Divinity).  
The topics she will cover are Jesus in First 
Century Judaism  and  The writing of the 
Gospels, particularly the Gospel according 
to Matthew.  All are welcome to attend. 
Thursdays August 10 and 17.  7:00 -
8:30pm 
Entry by gold coin donation. 

THANK YOU AND FAREWELL:   with every 
best wish to Cathy Blackford who has left 
St Michael’s Primary School, to take up the 
development of a new Primary School 
(Our Lady Star of the Sea) in Cowes.  We 
are enormously grateful to Cathy for her 
leadership at St Michael’s and her 
involvement in our parish.  May God richly 
bless Cathy and her family in her new 
appointment. 
 

PETERS PENCE COLLECTION:   There will 
be leaving collections after our Masses 
this weekend for the Peters Pence 
Collection.   
The moneys raised in this collection go to 
Rome, where it is used by the Holy Father 
who distributes the moneys raised for the 
necessities of the universal Church, and as 
charity to those most in need.  Your 
generous support is appreciated. 
 
NOTES FROM THE PARISH PASTORAL 
COUNCIL MEETING:   Parish Council met 
this week.  Matters discussed include ~ 
• Planning for Youth Mass is exciting, 

with first Youth Mass planned for 27th 
August at 9:30am, with two 
preparation sessions beforehand.  

• Our schools all reported busy second 
terms with building works starting at St 
Michael’s, Prep Enrolments looking 
good. Cathy Blackford leaving us to 
start a school in Cowes.  2018 Yr 7 
enrolments healthy at Lavalla College, 
Yr 10 & 11 students doing exams, Yr 12 
students on Retreat.  2018 planning 
going ahead. 

• Mick’s Kitchen -  the ‘new’ kitchen in 
the SVDP centre has been 
commissioned.  Client numbers are 
increasing to around 70+ each week 
receiving meals.  Bunnings have 
donated shelves.  Belle Banne have 
donated money to help paying for 
ingredients.  Students doing 
community service placements have 
been energetic.  All going well. 

• Thanks to those who have agreed to 
nomination for Parish Council.  Others 
nominated are being contacted.  It is 
great to see people making our parish 
their own. 

• 2017 Strategic Plan -  discussion of the 
progress made in the four main areas, 
*Social Justice, *Adult Formation, 
*Reaching out, *Communicating the 
Message. It seems the area we need to 
work most on is communicating the 
message, various strategies were 
discussed.  More details after our next 
meeting. 

• Looking at different ways to celebrate 
being parish family.  Some ideas 
brought up.  More thought to go into 
the idea, to be further discussed at the 
next meeting. 

• Next meeting will be held on Wednesday 
August 2nd.  

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday 6.00pm St Michael’s 

Traralgon 
Sunday 9:30am                St Michael’s 

Traralgon 

 10:00am St Mary’s  
Yarram 

 10:00am St Columbkille’s 
Glengarry 

 6:00 pm              St Michael’s 
Traralgon 

 

WEEKDAY LITURGY TIMES 
 
 

3rd  to  8th  July  2017 
Mon 03 
 

9:30am 

 
Community Liturgy 
of the Word 
St Michael’s 

Tues 04 10:45am Mass, Marjery Cole 
Hostel 

 11:00am Mass, St Mary’s 

Wed 05 10:00am Mass, St Mary’s 

 11:00am 
12:00pm 

{Exposition 
{Mass, St Michael’s 

Thurs 06 10:30am Mass, Dalkeith 

 7:30pm Mass, St Michael’s 

Fri 07 9:30am Mass, St Michael’s 

Sat 08 9:30am Mass, St Michael’s 
 

Rosary: Tuesday to Sunday 30 minutes 
before Mass. 
 

Reconciliation: Saturdays 10:15am & 
5:30pm or any time by arrangement with 
Father. 
 

 

 
 



YOUTH MASS:  
Planning is 
underway for a 
Youth Mass to 
be celebrated 
on Sunday 27th August at 9:30am.   
All young people are warmly invited to 
participate in this special Mass which will 
feature youth in many ministry roles.   
Training sessions for readers, musicians, 
offertory procession, prayer of the faithful, 
reading, collectors will be held at 5:00pm on 
Thursdays July 27, August 10 & 24. 
Please contact Jen Hanratty on 0437 492 349 
or the Parish Office on 5147 2060 if you or 
any of your young people are interested to 
learn more. 
 

SMY@L – St.Michael’s Parish Youth Group 
St.Michael’s Youth group is for all young 
people from Year 5, 6 & lower secondary 
levels (from any school). SMY@L meet in the 
Mary MacKillop Hall a few times each school 
term, and run a variety of activities in a safe, 
friendly environment with leaders from our 
Parish Community who all have current 
Working With children Checks. We meet on 
a Friday night.  
Participants are signed in and out at the end 
of each session.  Our leaders all have 
experience in working with young people.   

FRIDAY 28th JULY 
SLICE’N’DICE GAMES NIGHT 

Let the games begin!  Something different 
for everyone!  @ St.Michael’s Mackillop Hall, 
Church Street, 6.30pm – 8.30pm  Cost $3  + 
an item for the Christmas Shoeboxes. Lucky 
Door prize!  All Welcome! 
Contact Leah on 0438 811 709 for info. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

PLANNED GIVING NEWS:  Last week 
before the new envelopes begin  . . .  
PLEASE take your envelopes for the next 
year home with you today. Grateful 
thanks to those who are delivering 
envelopes to other parishioners. 
Giving statements for direct debit and 
credit card givers will be available in the 
Church from Sunday 9th July.  Thank you. 
 
5 DAYS OF PRAYER AROUND THE 
JUBILEE CROSS.     July 16-20 2017          
This year marks the Jubilee of the 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal 
Movement, and we celebrate this 50th 
anniversary with a large Jubilee Cross 
which is travelling around Victoria, 
having been sent forth from St Patrick’s 
Cathedral. 
Hosting the cross at St Michael’s allows us 
the opportunity to answer the call to 
personal, communal and ecumenical 
prayer. 
This is an opportunity for each of us to 
continue to live out the mission of Jesus in 
our lives and in a world in desperate need 
healing, reconciliation and peace. 
All are invited to join in the celebrations by 
joining any of these events. 
July 16  5.00pm   Jubilee Cross arrives 
6:00pm Welcome Mass  7.30pm  Ecumenical 
Prayer around the Cross (Mary MacKillop 
Hall).          July 17  10am-4.00pm  Pausing at 
the Cross. Join with parishioners in a 
moment of public reverence.          July 18  
Taking the Cross to the Streets  -- procession 
of the Cross through the Streets. 
July 19  Standing at the Foot of the Cross – 
time for private prayer and meditation 
July 20  Farewell to the Jubilee Cross after 
Mass at St Gabriel’s Primary School 
 

 
FINANCE MATTERS:   
“…whoever does not take up his cross and 
follow after me is not worthy of me.” - 
MATTHEW 10:38 
Pope Benedict XVI said “The world offers 
you comfort. But you were not made for 
comfort, you were made for greatness”. 
“Comfort” puts me first. “Picking up your 
cross and following Jesus” puts God and 
others first. Why settle for comfort when 
you can achieve greatness! Pick up your 
cross, ask Jesus for guidance on using your 
gifts and live the life God intended for you!   
 

STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN: 
 

If you wish to have information about our 
Planned Giving programme please contact 
the Parish Office. 
 

Counters:       July 02    Armstrong Team 
                         July 09     Burns Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

NEW IN OUR PARISHES?  CHANGED 
ADDRESSES?  NEED PLANNED GIVING 

ENVELOPES OR  
TO UPDATE THE PARISH RECORDS?  

Please let us know. You could fill in this 
form and return it at your convenience – 
on the plate at Mass, at church or to the 
parish office. We’ll look forward to 
catching up with you. 
 
Name: 

 
Address: 

 
Phone:  
 
Email: 

Rosters  for  July 2nd    ~  Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Mass Lector Commentator Eucharistic Ministers Welcomers Music Sacristan 

Saturday 
6:00pm 

A Taylor C Livesey 
J Scholtes, C Livesey, R Tactor, 
Volunteer 

Volunteers Jane D Buckland 

Sunday 
9:30am 

C McLure 
M Moulton 
R Symonds 

W Detering, D Prestipino, B&S 
Edgar, G Imhagwe, Volunteer 

C Payne, M 
Wilkinson 

Jane M Hanratty 

Sunday 
6:00pm 

K Matters 
J Panozzo-
Tilè 

J Fleming, S Luscombe, Volunteers 
x2  

M Noone Jane L Theissling 

• Altar Cleaning:           July 02     A Xuereb   July 09     L Kennedy 
• Church Cleaning:    July           Cells Groups 
• Children's Liturgy of the Word:  In recess – School Holidays 
• Touring Statue of Our Lady:    July 02     E Membrey  July 09    L Panozzo-Tilè 

Please contact the family before you leave the statue to make sure they are home.  Thank you.  For further information 
regarding roster please contact: Marie Moulton 5174 0938    Email: memou_38@bigpond.com 

• Mick’s Kitchen:   July 06     May Team  July 13    Scholtes Team 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER  …. The SMY@L Operation Christmas 

Shoebox    Donations are being sought to help children & families in 

places such as Fiji or Indonesia.  We aim to send shoe boxes filled with 

articles to wear, to love, to play with, for school, and for personal 

hygiene.  Please refer to last week’s Bulletin or to the posters in the 

Church entrances for futher information.  Enquiries to Lousie Varsaci 

on 5175 0877. 



 

 
 

Entrance Antiphon   Ps 46:2 

All peoples, clap your hands. 

Cry to God with shouts of joy! 

 

First Reading 2 Kings 4:8-11 14-16 

A reading from the second book of the Kings  

That is the holy man of God, let him remain there.  

One day as Elisha was on his way to Shunem, a 

woman of rank who lived there pressed him to stay 

and eat there. After this he always broke his journey 

for a meal when he passed that way. She said to her 

husband, ‘Look, I am sure the man who is constantly 

passing our way must be a holy man of God. Let us 

build him a small room on the roof, and put him a 

bed in it, and a table and chair and lamp; whenever 

he comes to us he can rest there.’  

One day when he came, he retired to the upper room 

and lay down. ‘What can be done for her?’ he asked. 

Gehazi (his servant) answered, ‘Well, she has no son 

and her husband is old.’ Elisha said, ‘Call her.’ The 

servant called her and she stood at the door. ‘This 

time next year,’ Elisha said ‘you will hold a son in 

your arms.’ 
 

Responsorial Psalm      Ps 88:2-3 16-19 Rv2  

(R.)   Forever I will sing the goodness of the 

          Lord.  

1. I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord;  

through all ages my mouth will proclaim your 

truth.  

Of this I am sure, that your love lasts for ever,  

that your truth is firmly established as the 

heavens. (R.)  

2. Happy the people who acclaim such a king,  

who walk, O Lord, in the light of your face,  

who find their joy every day in your name,  

who make your justice the source of their bliss. 

(R.)  

3. For it is you, O Lord, who are the glory of their 

strength;  

it is by your favour that our might is exalted:  

for our ruler is in the keeping of the Lord;  

our king in the keeping of the Holy One of Israel. 

(R.) 

 

 

 
 

 

Second Reading Rom 6:3-4 8-11  

 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans  

Having been buried with him through baptism, we shall 
walk in a new life.  

When we were baptised in Christ Jesus we were 

baptised in his death; in other words, when we were 

baptised we went into the tomb with him and joined 

him in death, so that as Christ was raised from the 

dead by the Father’s glory, we too might live a new 

life.  

But we believe that having died with Christ we shall 

return to life with him: Christ, as we know, having 

been raised from the dead will never die again. Death 

has no power over him any more. When he died, he 

died, once for all, to sin, so his life now is life with God; 

and in that way, you too must consider yourselves to 

be dead to sin but alive for God in Christ Jesus. 

 

Gospel Acclamation  1 Pt 2:9  
 

Alleluia, alleluia!  

You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 

people 

Praise God who called you out of the darkness 

and into his marvellous light. 

Alleluia! 

 

Gospel Matthew 10:37-42 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew  

Anyone who does not accept his cross is not worthy of me. 
Anyone who welcomes you, welcomes me.  

Jesus instructed the Twelve as follows: ‘Anyone who 

prefers father or mother to me is not worthy of me. 

Anyone who prefers son or daughter to me is not 

worthy of me. Anyone who does not take his cross and 

follow in my footsteps is not worthy of me. Anyone 

who finds his life will lose it; anyone who loses his life 

for my sake will find it.  

‘Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me; and those 

who welcome me welcome the one who sent me.  

‘Anyone who welcomes a prophet because he is a 

prophet will have a prophet’s reward; and anyone who 

welcomes a holy man because he is a holy man will 

have a holy man’s reward.  

‘If anyone gives so much as a cup of cold water to one 

of these little ones because he is a disciple, then I tell 

you solemnly, he will most certainly not lose his 

reward.’ 

 
 

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                          Sunday July 2nd, 2017 
 

Next week’s Readings:  14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

First Reading:  Zechariah  9:9-10 
Second Reading: Romans  8:9 11-13 
Gospel:   Matthew  11:25-30 

http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Elisha.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Shunem.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Gehazi.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Elisha.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Elisha.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Israel.mp3

