
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

Second (Divine Mercy) Sunday of Easter Year A                              Sunday April 23, 2017 

 

 

St Michael’s Parish, Traralgon 
in partnership with 

St Mary’s Parish, Yarram 
and including 

St Columbkille’s, Glengarry 

St Gerard’s Woodside 
 

St Michael’s Vision Statement : Inspired by Jesus 
Christ, we are a welcoming Catholic Community 
seeking to enrich lives.  Come and join us! 

St Michael’s Mission Statement: 
To provide opportunities for parishioners – 

• to grow in holiness 
• to discover and live out their personal and 

community call to mission to live as Catholics who 
effectively transform society. 

 

St Mary’s Vision Statement:  The Council aims to foster 
and encourage all baptized Catholics to grow in their love 
of Jesus, their fidelity to the Catholic Church and to reach 

out to all members of our worldwide community. 
St Mary’s Mission Statement:  To foster and co-ordinate 
activities that encourage all baptized Catholics to take 
responsibility for the life and mission of their Church. 
 

 

St Michael’s Parish Information 
 

Fr Francis Otobo                     Parish Priest 
Fr Saji John                         Assistant Priest 
Parish Centre                              5174 2060 
Priests’ Residence:                     5174 6765 
56 Loch Park Road, Traralgon 
 

Sr Doreen Dagge     RSJ             5174 9997 
 

Monsignor John Allman 
O’Mara House                           5174 9674 
 

St Michael’s Parish Office       5174 2060 
33 Kay Street, Traralgon   Fax 5174 2981 
Parish Secretary:              Mrs Bev O’Brien 
Email:                              sec@smpt.org.au 
web:                                www.smpt.org.au 
Office hours – 
Tuesday to Friday        9:00am to 4:00pm 
Sacraments Admin:  Mrs Jenifer Hanratty 
 

Baptisms:      Four weeks notice required 
Weddings:     Six months notice required 
 

Parish Pastoral Council 
Susan Grout Chairperson, Fr Francis, Fr 
Saji, Sr Doreen, Greg Imhagwe, Rose 
Pearson, Kevin Taylor, Ray Moretti, Rob 
Tarraran, Cathy Blackford, Ros Joyner, 
Doug Doherty and Chris DiCorleto. 
 

Our Schools: 
St Gabriel’s School                     5174 5515 
Principal:                        Mrs Roslyn Joyner 
 
St Michael’s School                    5174 3295 
Principal:                     Mrs Cathy Blackford 
 
Lavalla Catholic College          5174 5272 
Principal:                        Mr John Freeman 
Kildare Campus                          5174 8111 
St Paul’s Campus                       5174 7355 
 

  

Statement of Commitment to the safety of children and vulnerable adults:  Central to the mission of St 
Michael’s and St Mary’s Parishes is an unequivocal commitment to fostering the dignity, self-esteem and integrity of 

children, young people and vulnerable adults and providing them with a safe, supportive and enriching environment 

to develop spiritually, physically, intellectually, emotionally and socially. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT COMMENTARY BY 
MARY COLOE PBVM: 
‘Peace’  ‘The world is charged with the 
grandeur of God.’ These words of 
Gerard Manly Hopkins speak of the 
new cosmic reality brought into 
existence by the Resurrection of Jesus. 
Humanity is glorified; matter is 
divinised in the Risen Body of the one 
who has passed through death into the 
fullness of life. All is now changed. A 
new possibility is open for all creation. 
The Gospel uses symbolic language to 
express this newness when it speaks of 
‘the first day’ and then ‘eight days 
later’. In John’s theology a new 
creation has begun. The first day marks 
the dawning of the new age of God’s 
reign. First century Jewish theology 
looked to the time when God would 
bring this age, considered to be under 
the dominion of evil, to an end and 
then usher in the new glorious age 
when God’s Spirit could be freely and 
lavishly unleashed. Very early in 
Christian history, the dawn of this new 
age was symbolised by speaking of the 
‘eighth day’, the day after the Sabbath, 
and this terminology first appears in 
Christian literature in the Epistle of 
Barnabas (c. 95-135). 
He further says to them, your new 
moons and Sabbaths I disdain. 
Consider what he means: Not the 
Sabbaths of the present era are 
acceptable to me, but that which I have 
appointed to mark the end of the world 
and to usher in the eighth day, that is, 
the dawn of another world. This, by the 
way, is the reason why we joyfully 
celebrate the eighth day – the same 

day on which Jesus rose from the dead 
(Barn 15:8-9).  
The symbolism of the ‘eighth day’ 
continued in Christian architecture and 
even today many baptismal fonts are 
eight sided. The waters of baptism 
draw us into the new creation made 
possible in the death and resurrection 
of Jesus.  
While the Synoptic Gospels draw upon 
the symbolism of the Jewish Day of 
Atonement to interpret the meaning 
of the crucifixion, John turns to the 
Creation story in Genesis 2. In John’s 
Gospel the passion story begins and 
ends in a garden where Jesus is 
arrested (18:1) and buried (19:42). And 
John emphasises that the cross is 
placed ‘in the middle’ (19:18). A first 
century audience would recall the 
most famous biblical garden – the 
Garden of Eden – and in the middle of 
that garden was the tree of life (Gen 
2:9). John’s passion narrative focuses 
more on creation and newness of life, 
than on sin and atonement. It is a 
completely different interpretive lens 
on the cross.  
The creation symbolism continues in 
the Johannine resurrection narrative 
when Jesus rises within a garden 
setting and is ironically mistaken for 
the gardener. Understanding the 
Johannine evocation of the original 
Garden of Paradise and who the 
original Gardner was, namely God who 
‘planted a garden in Eden, in the east’ 
(Gen 2:8), and like a gardener 
cultivated it (Gen 2:9) and walked in it 
(3:8), Mary’s perception that Jesus is 
the gardener is accurate.  

Continued on page 3 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR:   We remember those 
who have died recently including Helen 
Henning, Patrick Donnelly, Elizabeth 
Kirwan, Melissa Gaultier, Sr Leonie 
Rutherford and all those whose 
anniversaries occur at this time including 
Dorothy McLean and Giustina Mosele, 
Shirley Membrey and Gloria O’Neill. 
Lord, let your perpetual light shine upon 
them. May they rest in peace.  Amen. 
 
WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK: 

including John Besselink, John 
O’Brien, Barry Arbuthnot, 
Damian Black, Joyce Martin, 
Jenny Hansch, Ken Vivian, Marie 
Howard, Adrian Stasinowsky, Pat 
O’Mara, Robert Hazelman, Alan Douch, 
Veronica Barter, Fr Frank Freeman, 
Carolyn Gleeson, Gary Donchi, Anna 
Lapuh, Louis Janssen, Rita Sweeney, Peter 
Heron, Father Frank Young, Sarah Parker 
and all who seek our prayers. 
 
LADIES WORSHIP IN SONG:  An Inter-
denominational afternoon of singing, with a 
focus on songs of praise and worship.  
On Saturday 6th May, 2:00-4:00pm in the 
Traralgon District Baptist Church, 58-62 Kay 
Street, Traralgon.  Entry by donation.  For 
further information, please call 0431 936 
653.  All are warmly invited to join in. 

WEDDING BELLS: 

Congratulations and 
every blessing to 
Ashlee Taylor and Patrick Au who are being 
married at St Michael’s this weekend. 
“May your love be upon us O Lord, as we 
place our hope in you” Psalm 32. 

 
BAPTISMS:  This week we 
welcome for Baptism  
Ryder John Robert and 
Channing Arthur James 
Kelly children of Byron and 
Jenna:  and Henri Anthony Pardo son of 
Anthony and Kylie.  Congratulations to the 
families, from us all. 
The next meeting for those preparing for 
Baptism is on Tuesday 16th May at 7:00pm 
in the Parish Centre. Please contact the 
Parish Office on 5174 2060 for further 
information.  

 
PARISH MAINTENANCE 
DISCUSSION EVENING:  
Parishioners who are 
interested in the 
maintenance of our Church buildings and 
surrounds, are invited to attend a 
gathering on Thursday 27th April at 
7:00pm in the Parish Centre.  Please 
advise interest to the Parish Office on 
5174 2060 or email to sec@smpt.org.au. 
 
CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP: The CPG 
meets every Thursday evening at 7:30pm 
in the Mary MacKillop Hall.   
Please come and meet our special guests 
this week, Michael and Wendy Power.  All 
are welcome to come and join in! Enquiries 
to Cathy on 5174 3001. 
 
SMY@L – St.Michael’s Parish Youth Group 
St.Michael’s Youth group is for all young 
people from Year 5, 6 & lower secondary 
levels (from any school). SMY@L meet in 
the Mary MacKillop Hall a few times each 
school term, and run a variety of activities 
in a safe, friendly environment with 
leaders from our Parish Community who 
all have current Working With children 
Checks. We meet on a Friday night.  
Participants are signed in and out at the 
end of each session.  Our leaders all have 
experience in working with young people.   

FRIDAY 28th APRIL 
NEON DREAMS DANCE PARTY 

Dress up in NEON.  Hit the dance floor and 
enjoy the cool light and sounds of the DJ’s 
latest tracks.  Dance comp and prizes for 
best dressed. @  St.Michael’s Mackillop 
Hall, Kay St, Traralgon.6.30pm – 8.30pm  
Cost $3  - (includes glow stick) All 
Welcome! 
Contact Leah 0438 811 709 for info. 

 
 

THANK YOU:  
A huge vote 
of thanks to 
all those who 
shared their 
time, energy 
and talents, their prayerful support and 
generosity of spirit, which all together made 
our Easter celebrations occasions of great 
dignity and faith.  Thanks to absolutely 
everyone involved, including our church 
cleaners, our flower ladies, commentators, 
piety stall workers, our banner hangers, 
chair and towel providers, lectors, ‘palm’ 
providers, eucharistic ministers, sacristans, 
musicians, hall openers and closers, supper 
providers, easter fire manager, money 
collectors, altar servers, rcia team members 
and of course, our two energetic, caring, 
spiritual priests.  Fr Francis and Fr Saji, we 
are very grateful for your loving care of us 
all.  We are all so lucky to belong to such a 
wonderful parish! 
 
CONFIRMATION 2017:  We are fortunate to 
have a number of youngsters in the Parish 
who are wishing to make the next step in 
their sacramental journeys. 
Parents are reminded that the Confirmation 
Parent Meeting will be held on Wednesday 
26th April at 6:45pm.  All parents need to 
attend this meeting.  The Confirmation 
timeline is :- 
Weekend Masses April 29, 30 – 
Confirmation Commitment Masses. 
Wednesday 3rd May, 4:00pm & 5:30pm – 
Parent/Child Workshop 1. 
Weekend Masses May 06 & 07 – 
Confirmation Prayer letters. 
Weekend Masses May 13 & 14 – 
Confirmation Pin Masses 
Wednesday 17th May, 4:00pm and 5:30pm 
–  Parent/Child Workshop 2. 
Friday 20th May, Saturday 21st May – 
6:00pm Mass – Celebrations of the 
Sacrament of Confirmation. 
 
MEN’S WEEKEND:  The menALIVE Weekend 
is being held on 6 & 7th May in St Mary’s 
Parish Hall, Duke Street, Maffra.  
A time for men to explore what makes them 
feel fully alive.  Organised by men in our local 
community and conducted by an 
experienced team of menALIVE leaders.  
Suitable for all men over 18 years of age. 
 For more information contact John Cooney 
5148 9220, jandjcooney@bigpond.com or 
Charles Bagguley 0408 032 232 (after 
5.30pm on weekdays. 
 

 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday 6.00pm St Michael’s 

Traralgon 
Sunday 9:30am                St Michael’s 

Traralgon 

 10:00am St Mary’s  
Yarram 

 10:00am St Columbkille’s 
Glengarry 

 6:00 pm              St Michael’s 
Traralgon 

 

WEEKDAY LITURGY TIMES 
 
 

24th to 29th  April 
Mon 24 

 

9:30am 

 
Community Liturgy 
of the Word, 
St Michael’s 

Tues 25 9:30am Mass, 
St Michael’s 

Wed 26 11:00am Funeral for 
Melissa Gaultier, 
St Michael’s 

Thu 27 
9:30am Mass, 

St Gabriel’s PS 

Fri 28 9:30am Mass, 
St Michael’s 

Sat 29 9:30am Mass, 
St Michael’s 

 

Rosary: Tuesday to Sunday 30 minutes 
before Mass. 
 

Reconciliation: Saturdays 10:15am & 
5:30pm or any time by arrangement with 
Father. 
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New Testament commentary - continued 
 

The Risen One has passed through death 
into the glory that was originally his, with 
God in the beginning. He returns to Mary as 
the Divine Gardener walking in the garden of 
his creation (Jn 1:2). 
In today’s Gospel the symbolism of Genesis 
2 is alluded to when Jesus breathes on the 
disciples. The Greek term used is the same 
word used when God breathes into the face 
of the creature made from the earth 
(Hebrew adamah) and the earth-creature 
(Hebrew adam) becomes a living being (Gen 
2:7). These disciples have the Spirit of new 
life breathed upon them. They in turn are 
commissioned to offer new life to others in 
the forgiveness of sin and the life of the 
community.  
The English translation of Jesus’ words in Jn 
20:23 does not accurately reflect the 
Johannine text. More literally from the 
Greek it reads 
Of whomever you forgive the sins, they have 
been forgiven. 
Of whomever you hold/embrace (kratēte) 
they are held.  
The second line does not have the word 
‘sins’ and the word kratēte usually means to 
hold firm, or clasp. In fact this is the only 
place in the New Testament or in Ancient 
Greek texts where this verb is translated as 
‘to retain’ some inner disposition of 
someone else. A recent article by Sandra 
Schneiders (Catholic Biblical Quarterly, 
January 2011) has argued that this second 
line is frequently read in the light of 
Matthew 16:19 and 18:11 which speak of 
binding and loosing on earth. But John’s  
Gospel does not use the Matthean words 
and John frequently uses parallelism to 
express the same idea or to develop it 
further e.g. ‘I kept those you have given me, 
in your name, I have guarded them’ (17:12). 
Schneiders suggests that these two phrases 
speak firstly of forgiving sins, and then of 
holding firm in communion those whose sins 
have been forgiven. Given the Johannine 

emphasis on the unity of the community in 
Christ, this makes far more sense than to 
read this verse through the lens of Matthew.  
The Risen Jesus returns to disciples who 
deserted and denied him. And yet in this 
Easter meeting there is no word of Jesus 
rebuking them, and no word from them of 
remorse. The word they hear is, ‘Peace’. 
They are the first to experience the good 
news that sin has been forgiven. Jesus’ 
return to them is the sign that his love is 
greater than their failure. The disciples are 
sent out to others as men and women who 
know their own failure and know the joy of 
forgiveness. This is the joy they are 
commissioned to spread. Even Thomas is not 
rebuked for his doubt. Jesus meets Thomas 
in his need – here are my hands, look at my 
side. The final word of the Risen One is to us, 
the future believers who are counted even 
more blessed than the original disciples for 
our faith is not determined by sight.  
Mary Coloe PBVM 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

FINANCE MATTERS:   
“Jesus came and stood among them 
and said to them, ‘Peace be with 
you.’”  JOHN 20:19  
Are you good at making people feel 
welcome? When you meet someone 
new, a new neighbor, a new work 
colleague, a new parishioner, do you 
make them feel at home? Many of us 
can probably do a much better job at 
this. When we make people feel 
welcome, we make them feel like they 
are included instead of being excluded. 
A simple “hello” and a smile goes a 
long way. 
STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN: 
March Planned Giving: 
If you wish to have information 
about our Planned Giving 
programme please contact the 
Parish Office. 
Counters: 
April 23               Armstrong Team 
April 30               Morris Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

When Irish Eyes Are Smiling!   Inviting parishioners to join me on the 2017 Celtic and Music 
Tour of Ireland (September 16 – 30, 2017) Enjoy 2 wonderful weeks traversing the 
spectacular Irish countryside; experience the hospitality of the Irish people whilst learning 
about their history and story. Enjoy Celtic music, cuisine and its unique spirituality. Travel 
in comfort by coach and enjoy the relaxed atmosphere of a small tour. (20 people max) If 
you are concerned about traveling alone or have never before ventured overseas be 
assured that you will be supported and made welcome by an Irish driver, guests and 
myself. 
For an itinerary please go to www.mariaforde.com and click on Celtic Tour 2017 link (2017 
itinerary) or contact Tour Director Maria Forde on 0411158593 or 
at mariaforde1@gmail.com 

Rosters  for  April 30th    ~  Third Sunday of Easter 

Mass Lector Commentator Eucharistic Ministers Welcomers Music Sacristan 

Saturday 
6:00pm 

C Livesey D Smith 
J & M McLaughlin, C DiCorleto,  
T De Koke 

Volunteers Jane A Symonds 

Sunday 
9:30am 

B Edgar H Daly 
B McKenna, D Bau, L Panozzo-Tilé, 
Volunteers (x 3) 

Volunteers 
Jane 

P & L Van der Velden 

Sunday 
6:00pm 

Rob Tarraran 
Robyn 
Tarraran 

J Reid, Volunteers (x 3) Volunteers 
Jane 

L Theissling 

• Altar Cleaning:           April 23     M Tainsh  April 30     J Scholtes 

• Church Cleaning:    April     Collis Team   May      Sambell Group 

• Children's Liturgy of the Word:  Carolyn & Grace 

• Touring Statue of Our Lady:    April 23     E & D Hiney  April 30    E Krieger 

Please contact the family before you leave the statue to make sure they are home.  Thank you.  For further information regarding roster 

please contact: Marie Moulton 5174 0938    Email: memou_38@bigpond.com 

• Mick’s Kitchen:   April 27     Van Berkel Team  May 04      Mitchell Team 

 

http://www.mariaforde.com/
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Entrance Antiphon   1 Pt 2:2  
 

Like newborn infants, you must long for the pure, 

spiritual milk,  

that in him you may grow to salvation, alleluia 

 

First Reading Acts 2:42-47  

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles  

The faithful lived together and owned everything in 

common.  

The whole community remained faithful to the 

teaching of the apostles, to the brotherhood, to the 

breaking of bread and to the prayers.  

The many miracles and signs worked through the 

apostles made a deep impression on everyone.  

The faithful all lived together and owned everything 

in common; they sold their goods and possessions 

and shared out the proceeds among themselves 

according to what each one needed.  

They went as a body to the Temple every day but 

met in their houses for the breaking of bread; they 

shared their food gladly and generously; they 

praised God and were looked up to by everyone. Day 

by day the Lord added to their community those 

destined to be saved. 
 

Responsorial Psalm  Ps 117:2-4 13-15 22-24 R v1 

 

(R.) Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,  

his love is everlasting.  
 

1. Let the sons of Israel say:  

‘His love has no end.’  

Let the sons of Aaron say:  

‘His love has no end.’  

Let those who fear the Lord say:  

'His love has no end.' (R.)  

2. I was thrust, thrust down and falling  

but the Lord was my helper.  

The Lord is my strength and my song;  

he was my saviour.  

There are shouts of joy and victory  

in the tents of the just. (R.)  

3. The stone which the builders rejected  

has become the corner stone.  

This is the work of the Lord,  

a marvel in our eyes.  

This day was made by the Lord;  

we rejoice and are glad. (R.)  
 

Second Reading  1 Pt 1:3-9  

A reading from the first letter of St Peter  
He has given us a new birth as his children, by raising 
Jesus Christ from the dead.  

Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who in his great mercy has given us a new birth as his 

sons, by raising Jesus Christ from the dead, so that 

we have a sure hope and the promise of an inheritance 

that can never be spoilt or soiled and never fade away, 

because it is being kept for you in the heavens.  

Through your faith, God’s power will guard you until

 

the salvation which has been prepared is revealed at 

the end of time. This is a cause of great joy for you, 

even though you may for a short time have to bear 

being plagued by all sorts of trials; so that, when Jesus 

Christ is revealed, your faith will have been tested and 

proved like gold – only it is more precious than gold, 

which is corruptible even though it bears testing by 

fire – and then you will have praise and glory and 

honour. You did not see him, yet you love him; and 

still without seeing him, you are already filled with a 

joy so glorious that it cannot be described, because 

you believe; and you are sure of the end to which your 

faith looks forward, that is, the salvation of your souls. 
 

Gospel Acclamation   Jn 20:29 
 

Alleluia, alleluia!  

You believe in me, Thomas, because you have 

seen me;  

happy those who have not seen me, but still 

believe!   Alleluia! 

 

Gospel Matthew 26:14 – 27:66 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John  
After eight days Jesus came in and stood among them.  

In the evening of that same day, the first day of the 

week, the doors were closed in the room where the 

disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and 

stood among them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with 

you,’ and showed them his hands and his side. The 

disciples were filled with joy when they saw the Lord, 

and he said to them again, ‘Peace be with you.  

‘As the Father sent me, so am I sending you.’  

After saying this he breathed on them and said:  

‘Receive the Holy Spirit.  

For those whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven;  

for those whose sins you retain, they are retained.’  

Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, 

was not with them when Jesus came. When the 

disciples said, ‘We have seen the Lord’, he answered, 

‘Unless I see the holes that the nails made in his hands 

and can put my finger into the holes they made, and 

unless I can put my hand into his side, I refuse to 

believe.’ Eight days later the disciples were in the 

house again and Thomas was with them. The doors 

were closed, but Jesus came in and stood among 

them. ‘Peace be with you’ he said. Then he spoke to 

Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, here are my 

hands. Give me your hand; put it into my side. Doubt 

no longer but believe.’ Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and 

my God!’ Jesus said to him:  

‘You believe because you can see me.  

Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’  

There were many other signs that Jesus worked and 

the disciples saw, but they are not recorded in this 

book. These are recorded so that you may believe that 

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing 

this you may have life through his name. 
 

2nd Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy)                                                 __   Sunday April 23rd, 2017 
 

Next weeks readings:       1st Reading:  Acts 2:14, 22-33 
2nd Reading:  1 Pet 1:17-21       Gospel:   Luke 24:13-35 

http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Israel.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Aaron.mp3

