
You a Jew… 

me a Samaritan… 

 
This was the Samaritan woman’s 
response to Jesus’ request for a drink 
(John 4:9a). Weird! Isn’t it? 
It is amazing how sometimes we are very 
quick to identify the differences between 
“us” and the “other.” A person may be 
different from me in character, 
behaviour, attitude, orientation, or even 
place of origin. Ok yes!! This recognition 
is in itself not bad; it may be the reality, 
but what we do with it matters. Does it 
make me look at the person negatively? 
Does it make me think less of the person?  
Does it make me no longer interested in 
the person and the person’s welfare and 
well-being? Does it make me develop a 
judgemental attitude towards the 
person? Several questions can be asked 
in this regard. 
In our gospel story today, a thirsty Jesus 
simply asks the Samaritan woman for a 
drink. Immediately, the Samaritan 
recognises in Jesus, a “Jew.” And she 
retorted: “What? You are a Jew and you 
ask me, a Samaritan, for a drink?” The 
narrator’s commentary explains why the 
woman would not assist Jesus: “Jews, in 
fact, do not associate with Samaritans” 
(John 4:9b). This suggests that the 
woman was not prepared to give Jesus 
water because Jesus was a Jew. What an 
attitude! 
Jesus knew that she was right. For Jesus 
in fact comes from Jewish parents. Jesus 
also knew that Jews do not associate with 
Samaritans. He knew that the woman 
was Samaritan; and more so that it was 
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St Michael’s Parish, Traralgon 
in partnership with 

St Mary’s Parish, Yarram 
and including 

St Columbkille’s, Glengarry 
St Gerard’s Woodside 

 

St Michael’s Vision Statement : Inspired by Jesus 
Christ, we are a welcoming Catholic Community 
seeking to enrich lives.  Come and join us! 

St Michael’s Mission Statement: 
To provide opportunities for parishioners – 

• to grow in holiness 
• to discover and live out their personal and 

community call to mission to live as Catholics who 
effectively transform society. 

 

St Mary’s Vision Statement:  The Council aims to foster 
and encourage all baptized Catholics to grow in their love 
of Jesus, their fidelity to the Catholic Church and to reach 

out to all members of our worldwide community. 
St Mary’s Mission Statement:  To foster and co-ordinate 
activities that encourage all baptized Catholics to take 
responsibility for the life and mission of their Church. 
 

 

St Michael’s Parish Information 
 

Fr Francis Otobo                     Parish Priest 
Fr Saji John                         Assistant Priest 
Parish Centre                              5174 2060 
Priests’ Residence:                     5174 6765 
56 Loch Park Road, Traralgon 
 

Sr Doreen Dagge     RSJ             5174 9997 
 

Monsignor John Allman 
O’Mara House                           5174 9674 
 

St Michael’s Parish Office       5174 2060 
33 Kay Street, Traralgon   Fax 5174 2981 
Parish Secretary:              Mrs Bev O’Brien 
Email:                              sec@smpt.org.au 
web:                                www.smpt.org.au 
Office hours – 
Tuesday to Friday        9:00am to 4:00pm 
Sacraments Admin:  Mrs Jenifer Hanratty 
 

Baptisms:      Four weeks notice required 
Weddings:     Six months notice required 
 

Parish Pastoral Council 
Susan Grout Chairperson, Fr Francis, Fr 
Saji, Sr Doreen, Greg Imhagwe, Rose 
Pearson, Kevin Taylor, Ray Moretti, Rob 
Tarraran, Cathy Blackford, Ros Joyner, 
Doug Doherty and Chris DiCorleto. 
 

Our Schools: 
St Gabriel’s School                     5174 5515 
Principal:                        Mrs Roslyn Joyner 
 
St Michael’s School                    5174 3295 
Principal:                     Mrs Cathy Blackford 
 
Lavalla Catholic College          5174 5272 
Principal:                        Mr John Freeman 
Kildare Campus                          5174 8111 
St Paul’s Campus                       5174 7355 

unlawful and uncultured for a Jewish 
rabbi to be alone with a woman who is 
not his wife (John 4:27). He knew, too, 
that the woman had a bad name in town 
(John 4:16-18), the reason she had to 
come to the well at that hour of the day. 
Jesus had this burden of knowledge, yet 
he entered into conversation with the 
woman. From Jesus’ perspective, this 
wasn’t a meeting of a Jewish man and a 
Samaritan woman; but a child of God 
meeting another child of God. Jesus was 
not discriminatory, condemnatory or 
judgmental; he wasn’t mean or 
imposing. He was simply accepting and 
welcoming and humanly nice to her. It 
was Jesus’ positive attitude that 
prompted her to testify to the 
townspeople: “Come and see a man who 
has told me everything I ever did; I 
wonder if he is the Christ?” The positive 
response to one individual resulted in the 
conversion of a multitude of people. 
Jesus challenges us today not to let the 
differences between you and someone 
else hamper the concern and kindness 
and love you ought to show to the 
person. And even when people are 
negative towards you, a positive attitude 
is all it takes to   unveil the love of God. 
May the Holy Spirit be our inspiration. 
Amen! Alleluia!! 
Fr Francis 

 
 

Statement of Commitment to the safety of children and vulnerable adults:  Central to the mission of St 
Michael’s and St Mary’s Parishes is an unequivocal commitment to fostering the dignity, self-esteem and integrity of 

children, young people and vulnerable adults and providing them with a safe, supportive and enriching environment 

to develop spiritually, physically, intellectually, emotionally and socially. 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR:   We remember those 
who have died recently including Kaye 
Christensen, Fe Turner, Mary Hill and all 
those whose anniversaries occur at this time 
including Hennie Waanders (Holland), Mary 
Allman, Myra King, Brian Hourigan, George 
Hodgson, Martino Colantuono and Bryan 
Scanlon. 
Lord, let your perpetual light shine upon 
them. May they rest in peace.  Amen. 
 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK: 
including John O’Brien, 
Barry Arbuthnot, Damian 
Black, Joyce Martin, Jenny 
Hansch, Ken Vivian, Marie 
Howard, Adrian 
Stasinowsky, Pat O’Mara, 
Robert Hazelman, Alan 
Douch, Veronica Barter, Fr Frank Freeman, 
Carolyn Gleeson, Gary Donchi, Anna Lapuh, 
Louis Janssen, Rita Sweeney, Peter Heron, 
Father Frank Young, Sarah Parker and all 
who seek our prayers. 
 

SOUTHERN CROSS CULTURAL EXCHANGE:  
If you are interested in welcoming an 
international exchange student into your 
world by becoming a host family, please 
contact Southern Cross Cultural Exchange on 
1800 500 501, or scceaust@scce.com.au.  
They have students arriving from France, 
Italy, Germany and Scandinavia. 

LENTEN DISCUSSION GROUPS:  will be in 
held in our Prayer Group Meetings being 
held on Wednesday mornings (9:30am) 
and in our Cells Group meetings (1:00pm) 
in the Parish Centre.  All welcome! 
 

LENTEN EVENING PRAYERS:  On 
Wednesday evenings at 7:00pm in the 
church, on the Wednesdays during Lent, 
up to and including Wednesday 5th April. 
 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS:  Stations of the 
Cross will be celebrated each Friday during 
Lent at 7:00pm.   All are welcome. 
 

SYRO-MALABAR RITE (Indian 
community):     The Way of the Cross – new 
dates.  Will now be celebrated at 6:30pm 
on Tuesday 21st March, 28th March and 4th 
April.   
All parishioners are warmly invited to join 
in these celebrations. 
 

MASS TIME CHANGE:  Mass on 
Wednesday March 29 will be held at 
9:15am, to enable our Priests to attend a 
meeting. 
 

 

Please remember in your prayers all those 
whose lives are assisted by Project 
Compassion.  Please remember those who 
work for Caritas Australia to empower our 
world’s most vulnerable neighbours to 
grow stronger and share their strengths 
with their communities to build a better 
future for our common home. 
You can donate through Parish boxes and 
envelopes, by visiting 
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or 
phoning 1800 024 413. 
Kinchela Boys Home Aboriginal 
Corporation offers 
Uncle Richard and 
other former Stolen 
Generations 
survivors the chance to heal after a 
childhood of suffering, and manage the 
intergenerational effects of their pain.  

Please donate to 
Project Compassion 
2017 and help 
people in rural areas 
of the Philippines 
build better futures 
for their families 

and their neighbours. 
 

Caritas has advised that as well as 
supporting Project Compassion, you can 
donate to the Africa Emergency Appeal via 
their website at 
www.caritas.org.au/learn/emergency-
response/africa-aid-apeal. 

BAPTISMS:  The next 
meeting for those 
preparing for Baptism is 
on Wednesday 19th April 
at 7:00pm in the Parish 
Centre. Please contact 
the Parish Office on 5174 2060 for 
further information.  
 

FIRST COMMUNION CELEBRATIONS:    The 
Parish is blessed to have fifty-one young 
children making their First Communion over 
the next two weeks.  Congratulations to the 
children and their families from us all.   
May the children grow to be the light of 
Christ in all that they do in all their years.  
Please remember to pray for them all. 
First Communion celebrations will take place 
at 9.30am Mass on Sunday 19th March, 
6:00pm Mass on Saturday 25th March and 
9:30am Mass on Sunday 26th March. 
 

 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN 
INITIATION OF ADULTS 
(RCIA): Please keep in 
your prayers Melissa 
Joske, Kelly May, Kylie 
Chaniotis and Rebecca O’Connor as they 
continue their journeys of discovering God in 
their lives.   
Please also keep the RCIA Team members in 
your prayers, as they all come to this busy 
time on the road to Easter. 
 

SUPPER FOR OUR NEWEST 
PARISHIONERS:   All Parishioners 
are asked to put on their 
calendars supper in the Mary 

MacKillop Hall after the Easter Vigil on Holy 
Saturday (April 15).  Please come along, 
bring a plate of supper to share and get to 
know Kelly, Kylie, Melissa and Rebecca, who 
have been journeying towards Easter for 
quite some time now. 
 

CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP: The CPG 
meets every Thursday evening at 7:30pm in 
the Mary MacKillop Hall.  All are welcome to 
come and join in! Enquiries to Cathy on 5174 
3001. 
 

ST MICHAEL’S MUMS & DADS GROUP:   A 
great place to meet other parents and have 
some fun with the kids.  Come and enjoy 
fellowship, friendship and food!   
Our next gathering will be on March 23 from 
10:00am to 12:00pm.  Any inquiries to Jen 
Hanratty 5176 1178 or Louise Varsaci 0414 
540 296  
 
NOT OUR BULLETIN (surely??) 

• Pastor is on vacation. Massages can be 
given to church secretary.  

• Remember in prayer the many who are 
sick of our church and community.  

 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday 6.00pm St Michael’s 

Traralgon 
Sunday 9:30am                St Michael’s 

Traralgon 

 10:00am St Mary’s  
Yarram 

 10:00am St Columbkille’s 
Glengarry 

 6:00 pm              St Michael’s 
Traralgon 

 

WEEKDAY LITURGY TIMES 
 

20th  March  to  25th March 
Mon 20 

 

9:30am 

 

Community Liturgy 
of the Word, 
St Michael’s 

Tues 21 9:30am Mass, St Michael’s 

 11:00am Mass, St Mary’s 

Wed 22 10:00am Mass, St Mary’s 

 11:00am Adoration 

 12:00pm Mass, St Michael’s 

Thu 23 9:30am Mass, St Gabriel’s PS 

Fri 24 9:30am St Michael’s 

Sat 25 9:30am Mass, St Michael’s 

   
 

Rosary: Tuesday to Sunday 30 minutes 
before Mass. 
 

Reconciliation: Saturdays 10:15am & 
5:30pm or any time by arrangement with 
Father. 
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SMY@L – St.Michael’s Parish Youth 
Group 

St.Michael’s Youth group is for all young 
people from Year 5, 6 & lower secondary 
levels (from any school). SMY@L meet in 
the Mary MacKillop Hall a few times each 
school term, and run a variety of activities 
in a safe, friendly environment with 
leaders from our Parish Community who 
all have current Working With Children 
Checks. We meet on a Friday night.  
Participants are signed in and out at the 
end of each session.  Our leaders all have 
experience in working with young people.   

 

FRIDAY 24th  MARCH 
EASTER  &  GAMES  NIGHT! 

Join in an Easter Egg hunt and discover 
the real meaning of Easter as we take 

part in the Stations of the Cross.  Indoor 
and outdoor activities.   Meet at  

St. Michael’s Mackillop Hall, Kay St, 
Traralgon.6.30pm – 8.30pm  Cost $3  - 

All Welcome! 
Contact Sally 0403 282 630 for 
information. 

 
HEALING MASS:  Regional healing Masses 
with Fr Michael Barry SSCC will be held at 
7:30pm on: 
Tuesday March 21 at St Oliver Plunkett 
Church, Cnr Gaffney St & Landells Rd, 
Pascoe Vale. 
Wednesday March 22 at St Agatha’s 
Church, 129 Sladen Street, Cranbourne at 
7:30pm 
Thursday March 23 at 7:30pm at Our Lady 
Help of Christians, 496 Princes Highway, 
Narre Warren. 
Friday March 24 at St Francis Xavier 
Church, 60 Davey Street, Frankston.   
 

 

 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 
 

 
Palm Sunday Masses 
April 08    6:00pm St Michael’s 
April 09    9:30am St Michael’s 
                  10:00am St Columbkille’s 
                  6:00pm St Michael’s 
 
Tuesday 11th April 
9:15am Mass, St Michael’s 
7:00pm Tenebrae Service, St Michael’s 
 
Wednesday 12th April 
9:30am Mass, St Michael’s 
 
Thursday 13th April (Holy Thursday) 
9:30am Reconciliation 
7:30pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
 
Friday 14th April (Good Friday) 
10:00am  Stations of the Cross 
11:00am  Walk of the Cross 
3:00pm Service of the Lord’s 
Passion 
 
Saturday 15th April 
9:30am    RCIA Rites, followed by 
Reconciliation 
7:00pm Easter Vigil 
 
Sunday 16th April  (Easter Sunday) 
8:30am Mass, St Michael’s 
10:00am Mass, St Columbkille’s 
10:30am Mass, St Michael’s 
 
 
 
 

 

FINANCE MATTERS:  “Everyone who 

drinks this water will be thirsty again.” 
John 4:13 
Jesus reminds us that material things, 
even something as basic as water, can 
never satisfy us for long.  When we build 
our lives around material possessions we 
always want more.  True Joy and Peace 
only comes when we follow Jesus; when 
we become more “God-centered” and 
less “self-centered”. 
. 

STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN: 
Statements for those who give by 
electronic means are in the Church this 
weekend and next weekend.  Please help 
reduce our postage bill, and take yours 
home with you.   Thank you. 
February Planned Giving: 
Received – 
Envelopes                        $ 7,639.00 
Electronic Giving            $ 8,875.00 
Total received               $16,514.00 
Pledged (per month)    $18,328.00 
If you wish to have information about 
our Planned Giving programme please 
contact the Parish Office. 
Counters: 
March 19          Armstrong Team 
March 26          Morris Team 

Rosters  for  March 26    ~   Fourth Sunday of Lent 

Mass Lector Commentator Eucharistic Ministers Welcomers Music Sacristan 

Saturday 
6:00pm 

C DiCorleto M Noone 
J Scholtes, C Livesey, R Tactor, 
Volunteer 

S Frankland 
L Kennedy 

Jane 
A & M 
Giddens 

Sunday 
9:30 am 

J Dal Pra/ 
U Ihmagwe 

H Daly 
W Detering, C Payne, J Cahill, C 
Mesaric  

C Collis Jane G Imhagwe 

Sunday 
6:00pm 

Rob 
Tarraran 

Robyn 
Tarraran 

R & J Hayes, A Ward, Volunteer 
G Edgar, 
J Sykes 

Jane C Fernando 

• Altar Cleaning:           March 20     S Edgar  March 27     F Rycak 
• Church Cleaning:    March    Hanratty Team  April     Collis Team 
• Children's Liturgy of the Word:  March 19    Shane 
• Touring Statue of Our Lady:    March 19     J & D Doherty  March 26     U & G Imhagwe 

Please contact the family before you leave the statue to make sure they are home.  Thank you.  For further information regarding roster 

please contact: Marie Moulton 5174 0938    Email: memou_38@bigpond.com 
• Mick’s Kitchen:   March 23     Scholtes Team March 30     Hemming Team 

 



 

Entrance Antiphon   Cf Ps 24:15-16 

My eyes are always on the Lord,  
for he rescues my feet from the snare.  
Turn to me and have mercy on me,  

for I am alone and poor. 
 

First Reading Ex 17:3-7  

A reading from the book of Exodus  
Give us water to drink.  

Tormented by thirst, the people complained against Moses. 
‘Why did you bring us out of Egypt?’ they said. ‘Was it so 
that I should die of thirst, my children too, and my cattle?’ 
Moses appealed to the Lord. ‘How am I to deal with this 
people?’ he said. ‘A little more and they will stone me!’ The 
Lord said to Moses, ‘Take with you some of the elders of 
Israel and move on to the forefront of the people; take in 

your hand the staff with which you struck the river, and 
go. I shall be standing before you there on the rock, at 
Horeb. You must strike the rock, and water will flow from 
it for the people to drink.’ This is what Moses did, in the 
sight of the elders of Israel. The place was named Massah 

and Meribah because of the grumbling of the sons of Israel 
and because they put the Lord to the test by saying, ‘Is 

the Lord with us, or not?’ 
 

Responsorial Psalm  Ps 94:1-2 6-9  Rv8 

(R.) If today you hear his voice,  

harden not your hearts.  

1. Come, ring out our joy to the Lord;  
hail the rock who saves us.  
Let us come before him, giving thanks,  
with songs let us hail the Lord. (R.)  

2. Come in; let us bow and bend low;  

let us kneel before the God who made us  
for he is our God and we  
the people who belong to his pasture,  
the flock that is led by his hand. (R.)  

3. O that today you would listen to his voice!  
‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah,  
as on that day at Massah in the desert  

when your fathers put me to the test;  
when they tried me, though they saw my work.’ 

(R.) 

 

Second Reading  Rom 5:1-2. 5-8  

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans  

The love of God has been poured into our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit which has been given to us.  

Through our Lord Jesus Christ by faith we are judged 
righteous and at peace with God, since it is by faith and 
through Jesus that we have entered this state of grace in 
which we can boast about looking forward to God’s glory. 
This hope is not deceptive, because the love of God has 

been poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has 
been given us. We were still helpless when at his appointed 

moment Christ died for sinful men. It is not easy to die 
even for a good man – though of course for someone really 
worthy, a man might be prepared to die – but what proves 
that God loves us is that Christ died for us while we were 
still sinners. 
 

Gospel Acclamation   see Jn 4:42.15  
 

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!  
Lord, you are truly the Saviour of the world;  

give me living water, that I may never thirst again.  
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!

 

Gospel Jn 4:5-15. 19-26. 39-42  

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John  

The water that I shall give will turn into a spring of eternal 
life.  

Jesus came to the Samaritan town called Sychar, near the 
land that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well is there 
and Jesus, tired by the journey, sat straight down by the 
well. It was about the sixth hour. When a Samaritan woman 
came to draw water, Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a drink.’ His 
disciples had gone into the town to buy food. The Samaritan 
woman said to him, ‘What? You are a Jew and you ask me, 

a Samaritan, for a drink?’ – Jews, in fact, do not associate 
with Samaritans. Jesus replied:  

‘If you only knew what God is offering and who it is that is 
saying to you: Give me a drink, you would have been the 
one to ask, and he would have given you living water.’  
‘You have no bucket, sir,’ she answered ‘and the well is 

deep: how could you get this living water? Are you a greater 
man than our father Jacob who gave us this well and drank 
from it himself with his sons and his cattle?’ Jesus replied:  

‘Whoever drinks this water will get thirsty again: but anyone 
who drinks the water that I shall give will never be thirsty 
again: the water that I shall give will turn into a spring inside 
him, welling up to eternal life.’  

‘Sir,’ said the woman, ‘give me some of that water, so that 
I may never get thirsty and never have to come here again 
to draw water. I see you are a prophet, sir. Our fathers 
worshipped on this mountain, while you say that Jerusalem 
is the place where one ought to worship.’ Jesus said:  

‘Believe me, woman, the hour is coming when you will 
worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in 

Jerusalem. You worship what you do not know; we worship 
what we do know; for salvation comes from the Jews. But 
the hour will come – in fact it is here already – when true 
worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth: that 
is the kind of worshipper the Father wants. God is spirit, and 
those who worship must worship in spirit and truth.’  

The woman said to him, ‘I know that Messiah – that is, Christ 
– is coming; and when he comes he will tell us everything.’ 
‘I who am speaking to you,’ said Jesus ‘I am he.’  

Many Samaritans of that town had believed in him on the 
strength of the woman’s testimony, so, when the 
Samaritans came up to him, they begged him to stay with 
them. He stayed for two days, and when he spoke to them 

many more came to believe; and they said to the woman, 
‘Now we no longer believe because of what you told us; we 
have heard him ourselves and we know that he really is the 
saviour of the world.’ 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Third Sunday of Lent Year A               _                                      __   Sunday March 19th, 2017 
 

Next weeks readings ~ 4th Sunday of Lent Year A 
First Reading:  1 Samuel 16:1 6-7 10-13 
Second Reading  Ephesians 5:8-14 
Gospel   John 9:1-41 
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