
INTO THE DEEP END 
Dear Friends, it’s now over a month 
since I arrived in the parish; and nearly 
two months for Saji.  Wow!  It’s been so 
far, so good.  What shall we say but to 
renew our appreciation and gratitude 
for your warm welcome.  In one of our 
visits, a child prayed for “Fr Francis and 
Fr Saji that they may settle in very well 
and get to know the good people of St 
Michael’s parish”.  I must confess, the 
prayer of that child is working.  Not only 
are we settling in gradually, but we are 
already beginning to enjoy the 
goodness of the parishioners and the 
parish.  Praise God!  Thanks to every 
one of you for the various ways you 

welcomed us into this DEEP END. 
Yes!  Into the deep end indeed.  From 
the moment I reported to the parish, 
the phrase “into the deep end” has 
been ringing in the air.  On several 
occasions, the phrase has been used 
repeatedly with a great sense of 
humour; and each time it arouses 
immeasurable laughter among those 
around and creates ease and a tension-
free environment.  What a phrase!  God 
bless whoever started it.  I love it.  I love 
another usage of the same phrase that 
I received recently:  “It is good that 
both of you are ‘swimming well in the 
deep end’.  And I laughed, 
Hahahahaha, hohohoho.  God is good! 
(And what do you say…….) 
Alright!  Now, I’d like to use this 
opportunity to invite all of us to please 
come with us in the deep end, and 
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St Michael’s Parish, Traralgon 
in partnership with 

St Mary’s Parish, Yarram 
and including 

St Columbkille’s, Glengarry 
St Gerard’s Woodside 

 

St Michael’s Vision Statement: Inspired by Jesus 
Christ, we are a welcoming Catholic Community 
seeking to enrich lives.  Come and join us! 

St Michael’s Mission Statement: 
To provide opportunities for parishioners – 

 to grow in holiness 
 to discover and live out their personal and 

community call to mission to live as Catholics who 
effectively transform society. 

 

St Mary’s Vision Statement:  The Council aims to foster 
and encourage all baptized Catholics to grow in their love 
of Jesus, their fidelity to the Catholic Church and to reach 

out to all members of our worldwide community. 
St Mary’s Mission Statement:  To foster and co-ordinate 
activities that encourage all baptized Catholics to take 
responsibility for the life and mission of their Church. 
 

 

St Michael’s Parish Information 
 

Fr Francis Otobo                     Parish Priest 
Fr Saji John                         Assistant Priest 
Parish Centre                              5174 2060 
Priests’ Residence:                     5174 6765 
56 Loch Park Road, Traralgon 
 

Sr Doreen Dagge     RSJ             5174 9997 
 

Monsignor John Allman 
O’Mara House                           5174 9674 
 

St Michael’s Parish Office       5174 2060 
33 Kay Street, Traralgon   Fax 5174 2981 
Parish Secretary:              Mrs Bev O’Brien 
Email:                              sec@smpt.org.au 
web:                                www.smpt.org.au 
Office hours – 
Tuesday to Friday        9:00am to 4:00pm 
Sacraments Admin:  Mrs Jenifer Hanratty 
 

Baptisms:      Four weeks notice required 
Weddings:     Six months notice required 
 

Parish Pastoral Council 
Susan Grout Chairperson, Fr Francis, Fr 
Saji, Sr Doreen, Greg Imhagwe, Rose 
Pearson, Kevin Taylor, Ray Moretti, Rob 
Tarraran, Cathy Blackford, Ros Joyner, 
Doug Doherty and Chris DiCorleto. 
 

Our Schools: 
St Gabriel’s School                     5174 5515 
Principal:                        Mrs Roslyn Joyner 
 
St Michael’s School                    5174 3295 
Principal:                     Mrs Cathy Blackford 
 
Lavalla Catholic College          5174 5272 
Principal:                        Mr John Freeman 
Kildare Campus                          5174 8111 
St Paul’s Campus                       5174 7355 

together let’s go for a catch.   Jesus said 
to the disciples (to you and to me):  
“put out into the deep end (water) and 
let down the nets for a catch” (Luke 
5:4).  The disciples obeyed and the 
result was a huge testimony (read the 
passage, please).  So, I invite you:  
Please come on in with us and let’s get 
going.  Together let’s go for the catch 
in the deep end. 
As a parish ministering from the deep 
end during this period of Lent, let us 
remember our Lenten observances,  
including the communal spiritual 
functions: the stations of the cross on 
Fridays, the Lenten evening prayers on 
Wednesdays at 7pm in the Church, the 
daily Masses, our personal prayers and 
devotions, daily study of the Word of 
God; all of which should show forth in 
our personal witnessing through our 
daily living and choices. 
In the deep end, we are.  Into the deep 
end we invite every one of you.  And 
together let’s make a great catch for 
the Lord.  God bless you richly as we all 

minister from THE DEEP END. 

Fr Francis 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Statement of Commitment to the safety of children and vulnerable adults:  Central to the mission of St 
Michael’s and St Mary’s Parishes is an unequivocal commitment to fostering the dignity, self-esteem and integrity of 

children, young people and vulnerable adults and providing them with a safe, supportive and enriching environment 

to develop spiritually, physically, intellectually, emotionally and socially. 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR:   We remember those 
who have died recently including Fe Turner, 
Mary Hill and all those whose anniversaries 
occur at this time including Martino 
Colantuono, Phyl Phillips, Kaye Christensen, 
Patricia Scammell, Les Hilton and Monsignor 
Dan McCartan. 
Lord, let your perpetual light shine upon 
them. May they rest in peace.  Amen. 
 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK: 
including John O’Brien, 
Barry Arbuthnot, 
Damian Black, Joyce 
Martin, Jenny Hansch, 
Ken Vivian, Marie 
Howard, Adrian 
Stasinowsky, Pat 
O’Mara, Robert 
Hazelman, Alan 
Douche, Veronica Barter, Fr Frank Freeman, 
Carolyn Gleeson, Gary Donchi, Anna Lapuh, 
Louis Janssen, Rita Sweeney, Peter Heron, 
Father Frank Young, Sarah Parker and all 
who seek our prayers. 
 

SOUTHERN CROSS CULTURAL EXCHANGE:  
If you are interested in welcoming an 
international exchange student into your 
world by becoming a host family, please 
contact Southern Cross Cultural Exchange on 
1800 500 501, or scceaust@scce.com.au.  
They have students arriving from France, 
Italy, Germany and Scandinavia. 

LENTEN DISCUSSION GROUPS:  will be in 
held in our Prayer Group Meetings being 
held on Wednesday mornings (9:30am) 
and in our Cells Group meetings (1:00pm) 
in the Parish Centre.  All welcome! 
 
LENTEN EVENING PRAYERS:  On 
Wednesday evenings at 7:00pm in the 
church, on the Wednesdays during Lent, 
up to and including Wednesday 5th April. 
 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS:  Stations of the 
Cross will be celebrated each Friday during 
Lent at 7:00pm.   All are welcome. 
 
SYRO-MALABAR RITE (Indian 
community):     The Way of the Cross  – 
(new dates) . . . . Will now be celebrated at 
7:00pm on Tuesdays 14th March,  21st 
March, 28th March and 4th April.   
All parishioners are warmly invited to join 
in these celebrations. 
 

 

Please remember in your prayers all those 
whose lives are assisted by Project 
Compassion.  Please remember those who 
work for Caritas Australia to empower our 
world’s most vulnerable neighbours to 
grow stronger and share their strengths 
with their communities to build a better 
future for our common home. 
You can donate through Parish boxes and 
envelopes, by visiting 
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or 
phoning 1800 024 413. 
In Timor-Leste, Martina was driven 
from her home by 
domestic violence.  
The Protection 
Program 
connected her 
with livelihood 
training opportunities, offering the 
chance to afford education for her 
eight children and a safe life in a 
supportive community. 

Please donate to 
Project Compassion 
2017 and help 
people in rural areas 
of the Philippines 
build better futures 
for their families 

and their neighbours. 
 

FUNNY CHURCH SIGNS: 

 What on earth are you doing for 
Heavens sake! 

 Honk if you love Jesus… Text while 
driving if you want to meet him. 

 

BAPTISMS:  This week we 
welcome for Baptism Bruno 
Mario Crivari son of Mario 
and Pamela; and Amelia Lee 
Giddens, daughter of 
Michael and Kristen.  
Congratulations to the families, from us all. 
The next meeting for those preparing for 
Baptism is on Tuesday 14th March at 7:00pm 
in the Parish Centre. Please contact the 
Parish Office on 5174 2060 for further 
information.  
 

FIRST COMMUNION PREPARATION:   A 
reminder that the second Parent & Child 
Workshop for the preparation of First 
Communion will be held on Wednesday 15th 
March, with two sessions, the first starting at 
4:00pm, and the second at 5:30pm.  All 
children and parents are required to attend 
the Workshops, in preparation for receiving 
this holy sacrament. 
 

CLERGY REFLECTION DAY:  On Tuesday 
(March 14) Fr Francis and Fr Saji, along with 
the other priests of the Diocese, will be 
attending a Reflection Day in Warragul.  
Please keep all our Priests, and our Bishop 
Pat in your prayers. 
 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN 
INITIATION OF ADULTS 
(RCIA): Please keep in 
your prayers Melissa 
Joske, Kelly May, Kylie 
Chaniotis and Rebecca O’Connor as they 
continue their journeys of discovering God in 
their lives.   
Please also keep the RCIA Team members in 
your prayers, as they all come to this busy 
time on the road to Easter. 
 

SUPPER FOR OUR NEWEST 
PARISHIONERS:   All Parishioners 
are asked to put on their 
calendars supper in the Mary 

MacKillop Hall after the Easter Vigil on Holy 
Saturday (April 15).  Please come along, 
bring a plate of supper to share and get to 
know Kelly, Kylie, Melissa and Rebecca, who 
have been journeying towards Easter for 
quite some time now. 
 

CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP: The CPG 
meets every Thursday evening at 7:30pm in 
the Mary MacKillop Hall.  All are welcome to 
come and join in! Enquiries to Cathy on 5174 
3001. 
 

ST MICHAEL’S MUMS & DADS GROUP:   A 
great place to meet other parents and have 
some fun with the kids.  Come and enjoy 
fellowship, friendship and food!   
Our next gathering will be on March 23 from 
10:00am to 12:00pm.  Any inquiries to Jen 
Hanratty 5176 1178 or Louise Varsaci 0414 
540 296  
 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday 6.00pm St Michael’s 

Traralgon 
Sunday 9:30am                St Michael’s 

Traralgon 

 10:00am St Mary’s  
Yarram 

 10:00am St Columbkille’s 
Glengarry 

 6:00 pm              St Michael’s 
Traralgon 

 

WEEKDAY LITURGY TIMES 
 

13th  March  to  18th March 
Mon 13 

 

9:30am 

 

Community Liturgy 
of the Word, 
St Michael’s 

Tues 14 9:30am Mass, St Michael’s 

Wed 15 11:00am Adoration 

 12:00pm Mass, St Michael’s 

Thu 16 9:30am Mass, St Gabriel’s 
PS 

Fri 17 9:30am St Michael’s 

Sat 18 9:30am Mass, St Michael’s 

   
 

Rosary: Tuesday to Sunday 30 minutes 
before Mass. 
 

Reconciliation: Saturdays 10:15am & 
5:30pm or any time by arrangement with 
Father. 
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SMY@L – St.Michael’s Parish Youth 
Group 
St.Michael’s Youth group is for all young 
people from Year 5, 6 & lower secondary 
levels (from any school). SMY@L meet in 
the Mary MacKillop Hall a few times each 
school term, and run a variety of activities 
in a safe, friendly environment with 
leaders from our Parish Community who 
all have current Working With Children 
Checks. We meet on a Friday night.  
Participants are signed in and out at the 
end of each session.  Our leaders all have 
experience in working with young people.   

 

FRIDAY 24th  MARCH 
EASTER  &  GAMES  NIGHT! 

Join in an Easter Egg hunt and dsicover 
the real meaning of Easter as we take 

part in the Stations of the Cross.  Indoor 
and outdoor activities.   Meet at 

St.Michael’s Mackillop Hall, Kay St, 
Traralgon.6.30pm – 8.30pm  Cost $3  - 

All Welcome! 
Contact Sally 0403 282 630 for 
information. 
 

INTEREST IN THE FILM “SILENCE”:  The local 
churches are trying to gauge whether the 
local parishes would be interested in being 
able to view the movie ‘Silence’ by Martin 
Scorcese, based on a book by Shusako Endo, 
which tells the story of 17th Century Jesuit 
priests from Portugal who risk their lives 
taking Christianity to Japan.  Both they and 
their converts are in grave danger from the 
Japanese authorities.   
The local Village cinema has no plans to 
show this movie, though it is being screened 
in other Village cinemas.  If you are 
interested, please contact Ian Leversha on 
0428 941 126 or by email to 
ianleversha@netspace.net.au by March 19, 
and possibly the movie will be screened in 
Morwell, also. 
 

PASSIONIST FAMILY GROUP MOVEMENT 
VICTORIA/TASMANIA:  Are holding a 
farewell function for Maree & Bernard 
Metcalfe to mark their retirement as 
Directors on Saturday 1st April with Mass 
at 11.00am at St Francis Xavier Parish 
Church 86 Mayona Road, Montmorency, 
followed by a light lunch in the SFX Hall – 
BYO drinks.  Please rsvp by March 17 to 
Judy & Rob Lewis, 
pfgm.victas@gmail.com. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

PASSIONIST FAMILY  GROUPS 30TH  
ANNIVERSARY:  Hear tell that the 
Family Groups gathering held last 
Sunday was a wonderful celebration 
of involvement in Parish life, in people 
looking out for each other, enjoying 
being part of Parish Family in a 
supportive, loving manner.  
One of the highlights of the day was 
the candle on the celebration cake 
being blown out by Isaac Kennedy, 
and the cake then being cut by Mary 
Hourigan, the youngest and the most 
mature of those present on Sunday. 
It was lovely to see past and present 
members coming to share in our 
celebrations. 
With grateful thanks to all for making 
our celebration a great day. 
May the Family Groups keep on 
keeping on for another thirty good 
years in our Parish. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
40  DAYS FOR LIFE: The next 40 
Days for Life campaign began on Ash 
Wednesday and concludes on 9th April 
(Palm-Sunday).   Please consider joining 
our peaceful, prayerful witness outside 
Jolimont Station, Wellington Pde, 
between 7:00 am and 7:00 pm  at the 
edge of the 150m exclusion zone 
marked by a blue line. For more 
information please go to 
www.40daysforlife.com/melbourne 

Innocent lives 
depend on your presence 

 

 

FINANCE MATTERS: 

“Go forth from the land of your 
kinsfolk and from your father’s 
house to a land that I will show you.” 
Genesis 12:1 
God calls all of us to leave behind 
our old ways and to follow Him, 
placing our complete trust in 
Him.  Some of the old ways that we 
may have to struggle to leave 
behind might be materialism, 
selfishness and greed.  Yet God 
promises to show us a new land and 
a better way to live. 
 

STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN:  
Planned Giving Envelopes for the 
next quarter are available in the 
church this weekend.  Please help 
reduce our postage bill, and take 
yours home with you.   Thank you. 
If you wish to have information 
about our Planned Giving 
programme please contact the 
Parish Office. 
 

Counters: 
March 12           Arend Team 
March 19          Armstrong Team 

Rosters  for  March 19    ~   Third Sunday of Lent 

Mass Lector Commentator Eucharistic Ministers Welcomers Music Sacristan 

Saturday 
6:00pm 

Sr Doreen D Smith 
C DiCorleto, B Power, M Giddens, D 
Buckland 
 

H Luque 
Diamente 

Family 
Volunteers 
required 

Sunday 
9:30 am 

S Grout 
N Georgeson 

C McCabe 
P Carlin, T Denny, J & W Waanders, 
L Panozzo-Tilé, Volunteer  
 

R Benbow 
M Blanchard 

Charismatic 
Choir 

P & L Van der 
Velden 

Sunday 
6:00pm 

C Blackford 
J Hanrahan 

 
R & J Hayes, A Ward, Volunteer D Buckland  A O’Neill 

 Altar Cleaning:           March 13    J Scholtes  March     20 S Edgar 
 Church Cleaning:    March    Hanratty Team  April     Collis Team 
 Children's Liturgy of the Word:  March 19    Amanda and Josephine 
 Touring Statue of Our Lady:    March 12     Pamela and Watson March 19     J & D Doherty 

Please contact the family before you leave the statue to make sure they are home.  Thank you.  For further information regarding 

roster please contact: Marie Moulton 5174 0938    Email: memou_38@bigpond.com 
 Mick’s Kitchen:   March 16     May Team  March 23     Scholtes Team 

 

mailto:ianleversha@netspace.net.au
http://www.40daysforlife.com/melbourne


 

Entrance Antiphon   Cf Ps 26:8-9 

Of you my heart has spoken, 
Seek his face.  
It is your face, O Lord, that I seek;  

hide not your face from me. 
 

First Reading Gen 12:1-4  

A reading from the book of Genesis  

The call of Abraham, the father of God’s people.  

The Lord said to Abram, ‘Leave your country, your 

family and your father's house, for the land I will 
show you. I will make you a great nation; I will 
bless you and make your name so famous that it 

will be used as a blessing.  

‘I will bless those who bless you:  
I will curse those who slight you.  

All the tribes of the earth  
shall bless themselves by you.’  

So Abram went as the Lord told him. 
 

Responsorial Psalm  Ps 32:4-5. 18-20. 22. R. v.22 

(R.) Lord, let your mercy be on us,  
as we place our trust in you.  

1. The word of the Lord is faithful  

and all his works to be trusted.  
The Lord loves justice and right  
and fills the earth with his love. (R.)  

2. The Lord looks on those who revere him,  
on those who hope in his love,  
to rescue their souls from death,  

to keep them alive in famine. (R.)  

3. Our soul is waiting for the Lord.  
The Lord is our help and our shield.  

May your love be upon us, O Lord,  
as we place all our hope in you. (R.) 

 

Second Reading  2 Tim 1:8-10  

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to 

Timothy  

God has saved us, and called us to be holy.  

With me, bear the hardships for the sake of the 
Good News, relying on the power of God who has 

saved us and called us to be holy – not because of 
anything we ourselves have done but for his own 
purpose and by his own grace. This grace had 

already been granted to us, in Christ Jesus, before 
the beginning of time, but it has only been 
revealed by the Appearing of our saviour Christ 

Jesus. He abolished death, and he has proclaimed 
life and immortality through the Good News. 
 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation   Mt 17:5  
 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!  

From the shining cloud the Father’s voice is 
heard:  

this is my beloved Son, hear him.  

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

 

Gospel Mt 17:1-9 

Mt 17:1-9  

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew  

His face shone like the sun.  

Jesus took with him Peter and James and his 

brother John and led them up a high mountain 
where they could be alone. There in their presence 
he was transfigured; his face shone like the sun and 

his clothes became as white as the light. Suddenly 
Moses and Elijah appeared to them; they were 
talking with him. Then Peter spoke to Jesus. ‘Lord,’ 

he said ‘it is wonderful for us to be here; if you wish, 
I will make three tents here, one for you, one for 

Moses and one for Elijah.’ He was still speaking 
when suddenly a bright cloud covered them with 
shadow, and from the cloud there came a voice 

which said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; he enjoys 
my favour. Listen to him.’ When they heard this, 
the disciples fell on their faces, overcome with fear. 

But Jesus came up and touched them. ‘Stand up,’ 
he said ‘do not be afraid.’ And when they raised 
their eyes they saw no one but only Jesus.  

As they came down from the mountain Jesus gave 
them this order. ‘Tell no one about the vision until 
the Son of Man has risen from the dead.’ 
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Next weeks readings ~ 3rd Sunday of Lent Year A 
First Reading:  Exodus 17:3-7 
Second Reading  Rom 5:1-2 
Gospel   John 4:5-42 

http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Abram.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Abram.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Elijah.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Elijah.mp3

