
NEW TESTAMENT COMMENTARY  

by Mary Coloe PBVM 

To fully appreciate the significance of 
today’s Gospel it is worth looking back at 
what came immediately before – 
Matthew 3:13-17 – the Baptism of Jesus 
by John. This scene concluded with the 
words, ‘This is my beloved Son, with 
whom I am well pleased.’  

Historically, it seems that there was a 
moment in Jesus’ life, when he 
experienced a deep and personal call by 
God and from this moment his life 
changed. Prior to his baptism by John we 
know nothing of his early adult life, but 
the Baptism event propelled him in a new 
direction. It was a call, an invitation to 
know himself as beloved Son.  

Keep in mind that it took many years for 
the early believers to come to speak of 
Jesus as divine, and Jesus himself never 
spoke of himself in this way. Like those 
called by God in ancient Israel Jesus’ 
baptism moment challenged him to 
understand himself in a new, very 
personal relationship with God, and 
following this, Jesus would need time to 
reflect and consider what this invitation 
and challenge meant for him. Like other 
holy men and women, Jesus retired to 
the desert to seek God’s word and to 
know what God was calling him to. The 
Baptism moment did not come with a 
diary of what to do next. Like all human 
beings Jesus had to work out for himself 
what God was asking in his life. This 
brings us to the Gospel today.  

The same Spirit who came upon Jesus at 
the Baptism now leads him out into the 
wilderness. What Jesus confronts in the 
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St Michael’s Vision Statement : Inspired by Jesus 
Christ, we are a welcoming Catholic Community 
seeking to enrich lives.  Come and join us! 

St Michael’s Mission Statement: 
To provide opportunities for parishioners – 

 to grow in holiness 
 to discover and live out their personal and 

community call to mission to live as Catholics who 
effectively transform society. 

 

St Mary’s Vision Statement:  The Council aims to foster 
and encourage all baptized Catholics to grow in their love 
of Jesus, their fidelity to the Catholic Church and to reach 

out to all members of our worldwide community. 
St Mary’s Mission Statement:  To foster and co-ordinate 
activities that encourage all baptized Catholics to take 
responsibility for the life and mission of their Church. 
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wilderness is a very common human 
experience of self-doubt. It is one thing 
to have a powerful sense of call, or 
invitation or sense of God’s presence, but 
when the moment passes then doubt 
sets in. Was it real? Did it really happen? 
Why would God enter my life? In the 
spiritual life, the temptation to doubt 
frequently follows a powerful experience 
of God.  

Look at the words the tempter says to 
Jesus – ‘If you are the Son of God... turn 
stones to bread; if you are the Son of God 
throw yourself down.’ If you are Son. 
These are the very words at the heart of 
the Baptismal experience – ‘This is my 
Son’. This then becomes the real 
temptation – to doubt God’s power that 
Jesus has just experienced. This is true of 
Jesus and it is true of all who try to live a 
spiritual life – faith and doubt struggle 
within us.  

On a more technical note, Matthew 
depicts Jesus as a new Moses and the 
temptations in the wilderness allude to 
the temptations experienced by the 
followers of Moses in the wilderness of 
Sinai. The three quotations of Scripture 
that Jesus quotes in response to the 
Tempter all come from the book of 
Deuteronomy: 

We live not on bread alone but on every 
word from God’s mouth. Deut 8:3.  

You shall not tempt the Lord your God. 
Deut 6:16. 

You shall worship and serve only the Lord 
your God. Deut 6:13.  

 
(Continued on Page 3) 

 

 
 

Statement of Commitment to the safety of children and vulnerable adults:  Central to the mission of St 
Michael’s and St Mary’s Parishes is an unequivocal commitment to fostering the dignity, self-esteem and integrity of 

children, young people and vulnerable adults and providing them with a safe, supportive and enriching environment 

to develop spiritually, physically, intellectually, emotionally and socially. 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR:   We remember those 
who have died recently including Faye 
Turner, Mary Hill, Antonio Panozzo-Tilé, 
Giovanni Condello, Esther Ibanez and all 
those whose anniversaries occur at this time 
including Percy Cunico, Patty Scammell, Ted 
Aucote and Margaret Moretti. 
Lord, let your perpetual light shine upon 
them. May they rest in peace.  Amen. 
 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK: 
including John O’Brien, 
Barry Arbuthnot, Damian 
Black, , Joyce Martin, Jenny 
Hansch, Ken Vivian, Marie 
Howard, Adrian 
Stasinowsky, Pat O’Mara, 
Robert Hazelman, Alan 
Douche, Veronica Barter, Fr Frank Freeman, 
Carolyn Gleeson, Gary Donchi, Anna Lapuh, 
Louis Janssen, Rita Sweeney, Peter Heron, 
Father Frank Young, Sarah Parker and all 
who seek our prayers. 
 
PASSIONIST FAMILY 
GROUPS 30TH 
ANNIVERSARY:  
Congratulations to 
St Michael’s Passionist Family Groups 
who this Sunday are celebrating their 
30th Anniversary, with a luncheon in the 
Mary MacKillop Hall.  

LENTEN DISCUSSION GROUPS:  will be in 
held in our Prayer Group Meetings being 
held on Wednesday mornings (9:30am) 
and in our Cells Group meetings (1:00pm) 
in the Parish Centre.  All welcome! 
 
LENTEN EVENING PRAYERS:  On 
Wednesday evenings at 7:00pm in the 
church, on the Wednesdays during Lent, 
up to and including Wednesday 5th April. 
 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS:  Stations of the 
Cross will be celebrated each Friday during 
Lent at 7:00pm.   All are welcome. 
 

SYRO-MALABAR RITE (Indian 
community):  The Syro-Malabar 
community will celebrate Mass each 
month. Dates to be advised. 
They will also celebrate the Stations of the 
Cross at 7:00pm on Monday March 6, 13, 
20, 27 and April 03.   
All parishioners are warmly invited to join 
in these celebrations. 
 

 

Please take home a Project Compassion 
box and/or a set of donation envelopes 
and support Caritas Australia this Lenten 
season themed “Love your neighbour”. 
As Pope Francis said, “Love of God and 
love of our neighbour is one and the same 
thing.” 
You will be helping to empower our 
world’s most vulnerable neighbours to 
grow stronger and share their strengths 
with their communities to build a better 
future for our common home. 
You can donate through Parish boxes and 
envelopes, by visiting 
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or 
phoning 1800 024 413. 

Like many of her 
neighbours in her 
rural village in the 
Philippines, Dinia 
struggled to feed and 
educate her children.  

She now has the skills to earn a better 
income for her children and help her 
neighbours. 
Please donate to Project Compassion 
2017 and help people in rural areas of 
the Philippines 
build better 
futures for their 
families and 
their 
neighbours. 
 
 

BAPTISMS:  This week we 
welcome for Baptism 
Halle Grace Cheney 
daughter of Luke and  
Bernadette; and Tessa 
Shae Isabella Thomson 
daughter of Corey and Anne-Maree.   
Congratulations to the families, from us 
all. 
The next meeting for those preparing for 
Baptism is on Tuesday 14th March at 7:00pm 
in the Parish Centre. Please contact the 
Parish Office on 5174 2060 for further 
information.  
 

FIRST COMMUNION PREPARATION:   A 
reminder that the second Parent & Child 
Workshop for the preparation of First 
Communion will be held on Wednesday 15th 
March, with two sessions, the first starting at 
4:00pm, and the second at 5:30pm.  All 
children and parents are required to attend 
the Workshops, in preparation for receiving 
this holy sacrament. 
 

CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP: The CPG 
meets every Thursday evening at 7:30pm in 
the Mary MacKillop Hall.  All are welcome to 
come and join in! Enquiries to Cathy on 5174 
3001 
 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN 
INITIATION OF ADULTS 
(RCIA): Please keep in 
your prayers Melissa 
Joske, Kelly May, Kylie 
Chaniotis and Rebecca O’Connor as they 
continue their journeys of discovering God in 
their lives.  This Sunday afternoon, they will 
travel to the Cathedral at Sale to 
participation in the Rite of Election, an 
important step on their journey to 
Catholicism. Please also keep the RCIA Team 
members in your prayers, as they all come to 
this busy time on the road to Easter. 
 

SUPPER FOR OUR NEWEST 
PARISHIONERS:   All Parishioners 
are asked to put on their 
calendars supper in the Mary 

MacKillop Hall after the Easter Vigil on Holy 
Saturday.  Please come along, bring a plate 
of supper to share and get to know Kelly, 
Kylie, Melissa and Rebecca, who have been 
journeying towards Easter for quite some 
time now. 
 

ST MICHAEL’S MUMS & DADS GROUP:   A 
great place to meet other parents and have 
some fun with the kids.  Come and enjoy 
fellowship, friendship and food!  Term 1 
dates are Thursdays March 09, March 23 
from 10:00am to 12:00pm.  Any inquiries to 
Jen Hanratty 5176 1178 or Louise Varsaci 
0414 540 296  
 

 
 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday 6.00pm St Michael’s 

Traralgon 
Sunday 9:30am                St Michael’s 

Traralgon 

 10:00am St Mary’s  
Yarram 

 10:00am St Columbkille’s 
Glengarry 

 6:00 pm              St Michael’s 
Traralgon 

 

WEEKDAY LITURGY TIMES 
 

6th March  to  11th March 
Mon 06 

 

9:30am 

 

Community Liturgy 
of the Word, 
St Michael’s 

Tues 07 9:30am Mass, St Michael’s 

 10:45am 
Mass, Margery 
Cole 

Wed 08 11:00am Adoration 

 12:00pm Mass, St Michael’s 

Thu 09 9:30am Mass, St Gabriel’s 
PS 

Fri 10 9:30am St Michael’s 

 10:30am 
Mass, Bupa Aged 
Care 

Sat 11 9:30am Mass, St Michael’s 

   
 

Rosary: Tuesday to Sunday 30 minutes 
before Mass. 
 

Reconciliation: Saturdays 10:15am & 
5:30pm or any time by arrangement with 
Father. 

 

 
 

http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion


 
 
 
  

SMY@L – St.Michael’s Parish Youth Group 

St.Michael’s Youth group is for all young 
people from Year 5, 6 & lower secondary 
levels (from any school). SMY@L meet in 
the Mary MacKillop Hall a few times each 
school term, and run a variety of activities 
in a safe, friendly environment with 
leaders from our Parish Community who 
all have current Working With Children 
Checks. We meet on a Friday night.  
Participants are signed in and out at the 
end of each session.  Our leaders all have 
experience in working with young people.   

 
FRIDAY 24th  MARCH 

EASTER  &  GAMES  NIGHT! 
Join in an Easter Egg hunt and dsicover 
the real meaning of Easter as we take 

part in the Stations of the Cross.  Indoor 
and outdoor activities.   Meet at 

St.Michael’s Mackillop Hall, Kay St, 
Traralgon.6.30pm – 8.30pm  Cost $3  - 

All Welcome! 
Contact Sally 0403 282 630 for 
information. 

 
HEALING MASSES:  Regional healing Masses 
with Fr Michael Barry SSCC will be held at 
7:30pm on: 
Tuesday March 21 at St Oliver Plunkett 
Church, Cnr Gaffney St & Landells Rd, 
Pascoe Vale. 
Wednesday March 22 at St Agatha’s Church, 
129 Sladen Street, Cranbourne at 7:30pm 
Thursday March 23 at 7:30pm at Our Lady 
Help of Christians, 496 Princes Highway, 
Narre Warren. 
Friday March 24 at St Francis Xavier Church, 
60 Davey Street, Frankston.   
 

PASSIONIST FAMILY GROUP MOVEMENT 
VICTORIA/TASMANIA:  Are holding a 
farewell function for Maree & Bernard 
Metcalfe to mark their retirement as 
Directors on Saturday 1st April with Mass at 
11.00am at St Francis Xavier Parish Church 
86 Mayona Road, Montmorency, followed 
by a light lunch in the SFX Hall – BYO drinks.  
Please rsvp by March 17 to Judy & Rob Lewis, 
pfgm.victas@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

NEW TESTAMENT COMMENTARY: 
by Mary Coloe PBVM 
(continued from page 1) 
The sequence here is significant: Deut 
8:3; 6:16; 6:13. Matthew reverses the 
order of the scriptures found in the 
book of Deuteronomy (6:13; 6:16; 8:3). 
Jesus may experience the temptations 
faced by Israel in the wilderness, but he 
reverses the outcome. The Israelites 
failed, but Jesus remains faithful and 
comes to know the consolation of God 
as symbolised in the ministering angels.  

The reading from Romans makes use of 
the Pauline imagery of Jesus as the New 
Adam, the beginning of a new creation. 
Not only is there a contrast between the 
first Adam and the New Adam, Jesus, 
but also between Sin and Grace. This 
word, ‘grace’ is a shorthand way of 
describing the gracious love of God 
poured out freely on us. This is what 
Jesus experienced in his Baptism – an 
overwhelming knowledge of God’s love 
for him, of his being God’s beloved. This 
is gift. The temptation is to think we can 
earn this gift by keeping the rules, but 
Jesus’ insight is that this love is utterly 
gracious, not earned, not deserved, 
simply given. The rest of Jesus’ ministry 
is to try to share this knowledge of 
God’s love with others, to free them 
from the burden of the Law.  

Lent might be a time to reflect on the 
graciousness of God, the gifts you and I 
experience in our lives that are small 
indicators of God’s presence and love. 
Like Jesus, this may mean overcoming 
the tendency to doubt and the 
temptation to disbelieve that God could 
possibly love us. 
 

 

FINANCE MATTERS: 
“It is written: The Lord, your God, shall 
you worship and him alone shall you 
serve.” Matthew 4:10 
Tempted between the riches and power 
of this world and service to God, Jesus 
chose service to His Father.  If we wish to 
truly follow Jesus, we, too, must decide 
to turn away from power and riches and 
put God at the center of our lives.  How 
is God calling you to serve? 
 

STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN:  Planned 
Giving Envelopes for the next quarter are 
available in the church this weekend.  
Please help reduce our postage bill, and 
take yours home with you.   Thank you. 
If you wish to have information about 
our Planned Giving programme please 

contact the Parish Office. 
 

Counters: 
March 05             Burns Team 
March 12             Armstrong Team 

 

Rosters  for  March 12    ~   Second Sunday of Lent 

Mass Lector Commentator Eucharistic Ministers Welcomers Music Sacristan 

Saturday 
6:00pm 

A Taylor S Hill 
J Scholtes, C Livesey, R Tactor, 
Volunteer 

G & D 
Basssett 

Jane D Buckland 

Sunday 
9:30 am 

S Reid M Moulton 
W Detering, R Prestipino, B & S 
Edgar, Volunteers x 2  

C Payne 
M Wilkinson 

Jane M Hanratty 

Sunday 
6:00pm 

K Matters J Panozzo-Tilé C Marino, Volunteers x 3 M Noone Jane L Theissling 

 Altar Cleaning:           March 06    M Tainsh  March 13    J Scholtes 
 Church Cleaning:    March    Hanratty Team  April     Collis Team 
 Children's Liturgy of the Word:  March 12     Carolyn and Grace 
 Touring Statue of Our Lady:    March 5     Maureen Van Berkel March 12     Pamela and Watson 

Please contact the family before you leave the statue to make sure they are home.  Thank you.  For further information regarding roster 

please contact: Marie Moulton 5174 0938    Email: memou_38@bigpond.com 
 Mick’s Kitchen:   March 09     Volunteer Team March 16     May Team 

 



  

 

 

Entrance Antiphon   Cf Ps 90:15-16 

When he calls on me, I will answer him;  

I will deliver him and give him glory,  

I will grant him length of days. 
 

First Reading Gen 2:7-9, 3:1-7  

A reading from the book of Genesis  

Creation of our first parents, and sin.  

The Lord God fashioned man of dust from the soil. Then he 
breathed into his nostrils a breath of life, and thus man 
became a living being.  

The Lord God planted a garden in Eden which is in the east, 
and there he put the man he had fashioned. The Lord God 

caused to spring up from the soil every kind of tree, 
enticing to look at and good to eat, with the tree of life and 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in the middle of 
the garden.  

The serpent was the most subtle of all the wild beasts that 
the Lord God had made. It asked the woman, ‘Did God 

really say you were not to eat from any of the trees in the 

garden?’ The woman answered the serpent, ‘We may eat 
the fruit of the trees in the garden. But of the fruit of the 
tree in the middle of the garden God said, “You must not 
eat it, nor touch it, under pain of death”.’ Then the serpent 
said to the woman, ‘No! You will not die! God knows in fact 
that on the day you eat it your eyes will be opened and 
you will be like gods, knowing good and evil.’ The woman 

saw that the tree was good to eat and pleasing to the eye, 
and that it was desirable for the knowledge that it could 
give. So she took some of its fruit and ate it. She gave 
some also to her husband who was with her, and he ate it. 
Then the eyes of both of them were opened and they 
realised that they were naked. So they sewed fig-leaves 
together to make themselves loin-cloths. 
 

Responsorial Psalm  Ps 50:3-6 12-14 17 R. see v3 

(R.) Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.  

1. Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness.  
In your compassion blot out my offence.  
O wash me more and more from my guilt  
and cleanse me from my sin. (R.)  

2. My offences truly I know them;  
my sin is always before me.  

Against you, you alone, have I sinned;  
what is evil in your sight I have done. (R.)  

3. A pure heart create for me, O God,  
put a steadfast spirit within me.  
Do not cast me away from your presence,  
nor deprive me of your holy spirit. (R.)  

4. Give me again the joy of your help;  
with a spirit of fervour sustain me.  
O Lord, open my lips  

and my mouth shall declare your praise. (R.) 

 

Second Reading  Rom 5:12-19  

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans  

 
Where sin increased, there grace abounded all the more.  

Sin entered the world through one man, and through sin 
death, and thus death has spread through the whole 
human race because everyone has sinned. Sin existed in 
the world long before the Law was given. There was no law 

and so no one could be accused of the sin of ‘law-breaking’, 
yet death reigned over all from Adam to Moses, even 
though their sin, unlike that of Adam, was not a matter of 
breaking a law. 

 

Adam prefigured the One to come, but the gift itself 
considerably outweighed the fall. If it is certain that through 
one man’s fall so many died, it is even more certain that 

divine grace, coming through the one man, Jesus Christ, 
came to so many as an abundant free gift. The results of the 

gift also outweigh the results of one man’s sin: for after one 
single fall came judgement with a verdict of condemnation, 
now after many falls comes grace with its verdict of 
acquittal. If it is certain that death reigned over everyone as 
the consequence of one man’s fall, it is even more certain 
that one man, Jesus Christ, will cause everyone to reign in 
life who receives the free gift that he does not deserve, of 

being made righteous. Again, as one man’s fall brought 
condemnation on everyone, so the good act of one man 
brings everyone life and makes them justified. As by one 
man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by one 
man’s obedience many will be made righteous. 

 

Gospel Acclamation   Mt 4:4  
 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!  

No one lives on bread alone,  

but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.  
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
 

Gospel Mt 4:1-11 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew  

Jesus fasted for forty days and nights.  

Jesus was led by the Spirit out into the wilderness to be 
tempted by the devil. He fasted for forty days and forty 
nights, after which he was very hungry, and the tempter 

came and said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, tell these 
stones to turn into loaves.’  
But he replied, ‘Scripture says:  
Man does not live on bread alone but on every word that 
comes from the mouth of God.’  
The devil then took him to the holy city and made him stand 
on the parapet of the Temple. ‘If you are the Son of God,’ 

he said, ‘throw yourself down; for scripture says:  
He will put you in his angels’ charge, and they will support 
you on their hands in case you hurt your foot against a 
stone.’  
Jesus said to him, ‘Scripture also says:  
You must not put the Lord your God to the test.’  

Next, taking him to a very high mountain, the devil showed 
him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendour. ‘I will 
give you all these’, he said, ‘if you fall at my feet and worship 
me.’  
Then Jesus replied, ‘Be off, Satan! For scripture says:  
You must worship the Lord your God, and serve him alone.’  
Then the devil left him, and angels appeared and looked 

after him. 

First Sunday of Lent Year A               _                                            __   Sunday March 5th, 2017 
 

Next weeks readings ~ 2nd Sunday of Lent Year A 
First Reading:  Genesis 12:1-4 
Second Reading  2 Tim 1:8-10 
Gospel   Matthew 17:1-9 

http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Eden.mp3


 


