
OF DATES AND VIRGINS AND OTHER 
THINGS:  
(with thanks to the Editor, Brisbane 
Liturgy Office) 
A clergy friend recently asked me if I 
could possibly organize for Christmas to 
fall on a Sunday every year! I can 
understand why. The liturgical calendar 
is always rather crowded around this 
time, but it becomes even more 
complicated when Christmas falls on a 
Saturday or a Monday (as it will in 
2017), because that makes two holy 
days of obligation in a row. 
Scholars have come up with several 
reasons for 25th December being 
chosen as the date for the celebration 
of Christ’s birth, but none of these 
would seem to have any stronger a case 
than the suggestion of fixing the time 
for the celebration of Christmas as the 
last Sunday of the calendar year, say. 
But this emphasis on Christmas Day is 
really not being true to the origins and 
long traditions of this feast. Since early 
times Christians celebrated Christmas 
as a season, not just a day. In the church 
calendar today, Christmas Time is the 
period from 25th December until the 
feast of the Baptism of the Lord. 
From the beginning, the readings and 
prayers for the season expressed the 
Church’s understanding that Christmas 
is more than a commemoration of 
Jesus’ birthday. It is rather the 
celebration of the beginnings of the 
mystery of salvation – of Christ’s birth, 
revelation to the Jewish shepherds and 
the Gentile magi, baptism by John in the 
Jordan and first miracle – the changing 
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St Michael’s Parish, Traralgon 
in partnership with 

St Mary’s Parish, Yarram 
and including 

St Columbkille’s, Glengarry 
St Gerard’s Woodside 

 

St Michael’s Vision Statement : Inspired by Jesus 
Christ, we are a welcoming Catholic Community 
seeking to enrich lives.  Come and join us! 

St Michael’s Mission Statement: 
To provide opportunities for parishioners – 

 to grow in holiness 
 to discover and live out their personal and 

community call to mission to live as Catholics who 
effectively transform society. 

 

St Mary’s Vision Statement:  The Council aims to foster 
and encourage all baptized Catholics to grow in their love 
of Jesus, their fidelity to the Catholic Church and to reach 

out to all members of our worldwide community. 
 

St Mary’s Mission Statement:  To foster and co-ordinate 
activities that encourage all baptized Catholics to take 

responsibility for the life and mission of their Church. 
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Fr Bernard Buckley                Parish Priest 
Fr Prasanna Costa             Assistant Priest 
Parish Centre                              5174 2060 
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Sr Doreen Dagge     RSJ             5174 9997 
 

Monsignor John Allman 
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St Michael’s Parish Office       5174 2060 
33 Kay Street, Traralgon   Fax 5174 2981 
Parish Secretary:              Mrs Bev O’Brien 
Email:                              sec@smpt.org.au 
Office hours – 
Tuesday to Friday        9:00am to 4:00pm 
Sacraments Admin:  Mrs Jenifer Hanratty 

The Parish Office will be closed from 
December 24th  to January 3rd

 

Baptisms:      Four weeks notice required 
Weddings:     Six months notice required 
 

Parish Pastoral Council 
Susan Grout Chairperson, Fr Bernard, Fr 
Prasanna, Sr Doreen, Greg Imhagwe, Rose 
Pearson, Kevin Taylor, Ray Moretti, Rob 
Tarraran, Jan Fitzpatrick, Ros Joyner, 
Doug Doherty and Chris DiCorleto. 
 

Our Schools: 
St Gabriel’s School                    5174 5515 
Principal:    Mrs Roslyn Joyner 
St Michael’s School                   5174 3295 
Acting Principal:        Miss Jan Fitzpatrick 
Lavalla Catholic College          5174 5272 
Principal:                        Mr John Freeman 
Kildare Campus                         5174 8111 
Director:     Mr Doug Doherty   
St Paul’s Campus                       5174 7355 
Director:     Ms Lee McKenzie  

of water into wine at the wedding 
feast in Cana. 
Christmas has its own octave during 
which the feasts of St Stephen, St John 
and the Holy Innocents are celebrated. 
These saints are seen as having a 
particular relation to the Christmas 
mystery and are traditionally 
honoured as ‘companions of Christ’. 
The Sunday within the Christmas 
octave is celebrated as the feast of the 
Holy Family. This year, however, the 
feast of the Holy Family is celebrated 
on 30th December as the Sunday 
within the Christmas octave is 1st 
January. On that date we celebrate the 
solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of 
God, a feast which highlights the role 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the 
incarnation and manifestation of the 
Saviour. 
The Collect for the solemnity is: 

O God, who through 
the fruitful virginity of Blessed Mary 

bestowed on the human race 
the grace of eternal salvation, 

grant, we pray, 
that we may experience the 

intercession of her, 
through whom we were found worthy 

to receive the author of life, 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son. 

Certainly we did ‘receive the author of 
life’ through Mary, but surely it is not 
the case that ‘through (Mary) we were 
found worthy’ to receive salvation! 
 
(continued on Page 2, Column three) 

 
 
 
 
 

Statement of Commitment to the Safety of Children and Vulnerable Adults:  Central to the mission of St 
Michael’s and St Mary’s Parishes is an unequivocal commitment to fostering the dignity, self-esteem and integrity of 

children, young people and vulnerable adults and providing them with a safe, supportive and enriching environment 

to develop spiritually, physically, intellectually, emotionally and socially. 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR:   We remember those 
who have died recently including Fergus 
Darmody, Billie Lorraine Kennedy, Fred 
Osborne, Gwen Clarke, Tess O’Connor and 
Jack Gray and all those whose 
anniversaries occur at this time including 
Fr James Duffy, Fr Kevin Moriaty, Roberta 
Lago, Leo Bernard Vaz and Noel Day. 
Lord, let your perpetual light shine upon 
them. May they rest in peace.  Amen. 
 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK: 
including Adrian 
Stasinowsky, Pat O’Mara, 
Robert Hazelman, Alan 
Douche, Pearce Morgan, 
Veronica Barter, Tony Tactor, 
Fr Frank Freeman, Jan Gilmour, Mary 
O’Brien, Carolyn Gleeson, Barry 
Felmingham, Gary Donchi, Anna Lapuh, , 
Louis Janssen, Rita Sweeney, Peter Heron, 
Mia Coulthard, Father Frank Young, Sarah 
Parker and all who seek our prayers. 
 

 

.  
Wishing all our parishioners  

and those you love,  
a holy, safe and  

peace filled Christmas time.  
With best wishes from  

Fr Bernard, Fr Prasanna 
 and Sister Doreen. 

 
 

SCHOLARSHIP 
WINNERS:   
The Knights of the 
Southern Cross 
Scholarships have 
been presented to Adam Gawlowski (St. 
Michael’s School) and Gabrielle O’Dell (St. 
Gabriel’s). Valued at $500 each the 
awards help the students to settle into 
secondary education at Lavalla Catholic 
College. 

Congratulations Adam and Gabrielle!  
 

O’NEILL FAMILY CELEBRATION:  Andrew 
and Catherine O’Neill are pleased to invite 
parishioners to share in the baptism of 
their son Joseph Patrick on Friday 30th 
December at 11:00am in St Michael’s 
Church.  With thanks to God for this 
precious life. 
 

BAPTISMS:   
The next meeting for those preparing for 
Baptism is on Tuesday 14th February at 
7:00pm in the Parish Centre. Please 
contact the Parish Office on 5174 2060 for 
further information.  
 
JUST FOR CHRISTMAS  . . . 

 what happened to the man who stole 
an Advent Calendar? 
He got 25 days! 

 What carol is heard in the desert? 
O camel ye faithful! 

 What did Adam say on the day before 
Christmas? 
It’s Christmas, Eve! 

 
FROM THE CRACKERS? 
What does a frog do if his car breaks 
down? 
He gets it toad away. 
 

What lies at the bottom of the sea and 
shivers? 
A nervous wreck. 
 

What do vampires sing on New Year’s 
Eve? 
Auld Fang Syne!! 

OUR YEAR:  We’ve had a busy time of it in 
2016 – we turned 100, we farewelled Fr 
James and welcomed Fr Prasanna, we’ve 
updated our database and entered into a 
new Stewardship Campaign; we’ve fixed 
our bell tower, it looks neat and trim, and 
is safe; we’ve planned for good 
stewardship of our buildings in the coming 
four or five years. We’ve welcomed three 
new adult parishioners to our faith; we’ve 
baptised, married and buried 
parishioners; our children have celebrated 
their first Reconciliation, first Eucharist 
and Confirmation. We’ve celebrated Mass 
regularly in our Church, at Bupa Care, 
Margery Cole, Dalkeith, O’Mara House 
and St Gabriel’s Primary School. 
All we have achieved is due to the 
generosity of spirit and the enduring faith 
of so many in our Parish.  A special ‘Thank 
You’ to Monsignor John Allman, who 
brings Mass to those at Glengarry and at 
O’Mara House and in our Church on 
Saturday mornings.  His generosity of 
spirit is an example to us all. 
A big thanks to all whose names are on our 
many rosters, who help with liturgy, 
flowers, cleaning, sacristan duties, 
musicians, welcomers, lectors, singers, 
commentators, maintenance chores and 
planning, roster keepers, catechists, 
members of any number of committees, a 
number of dedicated behind the scenes 
workers . . . .  our list is endless, as is the 
bounteous generosity of so many in our 
parish.  Thank you, each one of you for 
living your faith with such vitality and 
enthusiasm. 
A huge thanks too, to Fr Bernard, Fr 
Prasanna and Sr Doreen for their constant 
care of our Parish. 
 

Of Dates and Virgins and Other Things 
– continued from page 1: 
 
The prescribed preface for the feast is 
Preface I of the Blessed Virgin Mary: 

For by the overshadowing 
of the Holy Spirit she conceived 

your Only Begotten Son, 
and without losing the glory of virginity, 

brought forth into the world 
the eternal Light, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Perhaps others, like me, will feel 
uncomfortable with this. Is the married state 
not also glorious? A blessed and peaceful 
Christmas to you all!  
Fr BB 

 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 
Saturday 6.00pm St Michael’s 

Traralgon 
Sunday 9:30am                St Michael’s 

Traralgon 

 10:00am St Mary’s  
Yarram 

 10:00am St Columbkille’s 
Glengarry 

 6:00 pm              St Michael’s 
Traralgon 

 

WEEKDAY LITURGY TIMES 
 

26th December to 1st January 
Mon 26 

 

9:30am 

 

Mass,  
St Michael’s 

Tues 27 9:30am 

 

Mass,  
St Michael’s 

Wed 28 10:00am Mass, St Mary’s 

 12:00pm Community 
Liturgy, 
St Michael’s 

Thu 29 9:30am Mass, 
St Michael’s 

Fri 30  9:30am Mass, 
St Michael’s 

Sat 31 9:30am Mass, 
St Michael’s 

Sun 01 Feast of Mary, Mother of God 
 

Rosary: Tuesday to Sunday 30 minutes 
before Mass. 
 

Reconciliation: Saturdays 10:15am & 
5:30pm or any time by arrangement with 
Father. 

 

 
 



 

 IN THE FACE OF THE GOSPEL – AN 
INTERCESSION: 
In the face of the gospel, 
Let us ask God for a good Christmas: 
 that no powerful nation should tax the 

poor or uproot them. 
 that no unmarried mother should be 

put away in disgrace. 
 that no door will be shut on those who 

need to find it open; 
 that shepherds and sheep and all of 

nature need not be afraid; 
 that barbed wire and angry soldiers 

may not be found in Bethlehem; 
 that wise men and women might 

appear in Syria, in Europe, in Australia; 
 that children may be preserved from 

those who would abuse them; 
 that this Christmas, worship may 

become a manger and the church a 
stable, and the rumour become a 
reality that Christ has come amongst 
us. 

And this we pray in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 
 

QUOTES FROM POPE FRANCIS:  

 “The media only 
writes about the 
sinners and the 
scandals, he 
said, but that's 
normal, because 
'a tree that falls 
makes more noise than a forest that 
grows.” 

 Even if the life of a person has been a 
disaster, even if it is destroyed by 
vices, drugs, or anything else—God is 
in this person’s life. You can, you must 
try to seek God in every human life. 
Although the life of a person is a land 
full of thorns and weeds, there is 
always a space in which the good seed 
can grow. You have to trust God.” 

 

 

BE WARNED AT CHRISTMAS!!: 

Some funny facts from the UK:   
1) Hospitals reported 4 broken arms last 
year after cracker pulling accidents. 
2) Three people die each year testing if a 9v 
battery works on their tongue. 
3) Five people were injured last year in 
accidents involving out of control Scalextric 
cars. 
4) Eight people cracked their skull in 1997 
after falling asleep while throwing up into 
the toilet.  
5) Eighteen people had serious burns in 1998 
trying on a new jumper with a lit cigarette in 
their mouth. 
6) Nineteen people have died in the last 3 
years believing that Christmas decorations 
were chocolate. 
7) Thirty one people have died since 1996 by 
watering their Christmas tree while the fairy 
lights were plugged in. 
8) Fifty eight people are injured each year by 
using sharp knives instead of 
screwdrivers. (Incidentally, in Birmingham 
they don't even use proper 
screwdrivers.  Instead they get out the 
'Birmingham Screwdriver', otherwise known 
as a hammer.) 
9) One hundred and one people since 1997 
have had to have broken parts of plastic toys 
pulled out of the soles of their feet. 
10) One hundred and forty two people were 
injured in 1998 by not removing all pins from 
new shirts. 
11) Five hundred and forty three people 
were admitted to A&E in the last two years 
after opening bottles of beer with their 
teeth.   
BE WARNED AT CHRISTMAS!! 

 

NEW IN OUR PARISHES?  CHANGED 
ADDRESSES?  NEED PLANNED GIVING 

ENVELOPES OR  
TO UPDATE THE PARISH RECORDS?  

Please let us know. You could fill in this 
form and return it at your convenience – 
on the plate at Mass, at church or to the 
parish office. We’ll look forward to 
catching up with you. 
 
Name: 

 
Address: 

 
 
Phone:  
 
Email: 

 
 
 

FINANCE MATTERS: 
“And the Word became flesh”   John 1:14 
Jesus is God’s ultimate gift of love to 
us.  The countless other blessings that 
God showers upon us are nothing 
compared to the gift of His only 
Son.   The only appropriate way for us to 
respond to such generous love is with 
our own generous love.  When we 
dedicate our lives to sharing all the gifts 
God has placed in our hands, the peace 
of Christ truly will control our hearts and 
we will know Christmas joy every day 
Weekend December 17 & 18 
First Collection                          $1334.00 
Planned Giving Envelopes       $1792.00 
Thank you for your generosity. If you 
wish to have further information about 
our Planned Giving programme please 

contact the Parish Office. 
 

Counters: 
Dec 25    Burns Team 
Jan 01     Arend Team 
 

 
  

Rosters  for January 01      –      The Feast of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 

Mass Lector Commentator Eucharistic Ministers Welcomers Music Sacristan 

Saturday 
6.00pm 

B O’Brien D Smith 
B Power, C DiCorleto, D Buckland, 
Volunteer 

A O’Hara 
R Tactor 

Jane A Symonds 

Sunday  
9:30am 

R Diaz 
C McLure 

M Tainsh 
J & W Waanders, J Cahill, K Jones, E 
Ryan,  Volunteer 

T & L 
Biancon 

Filipino 
Choir 

P & L Van 
der Velden 

Sunday 
6:00pm 

C Livesey L Varsaci 
Rob Tarraran, J Reid, D Locke, 
Volunteer 

A Ward 
Diamente 
Family 

B Kennedy 

 Altar Cleaning:           December 26     A Xuereb   January 02   L Kennedy 
 Church Cleaning:    January    Limbom Family 
 Children's Liturgy of the Word:   In recess, School holidays 
 Mick’s Kitchen:   January 05    May Team   January 12    Scholtes Team 
 Touring Statue of Our Lady:    January 01    J & W Waanders  January 08    M & A Moloney 

 Please contact the family before you leave the statue to make sure they are home.  Thank you. 

For further information regarding roster please contact: Marie Moulton 5174 0938    Email: memou_38@bigpond.com 
 



 

First Reading    Is 9:1-7  

A reading from the prophet Isaiah  
A son is given to us.  

The people that walked in darkness has seen a great 

light; on those who live in a land of deep shadow a 

light has shone. You have made their gladness 

greater, you have made their joy increase; they 

rejoice in your presence as men rejoice at harvest 

time, as men are happy when they are dividing the 

spoils.  

For the yoke that was weighing on him, the bar 

across his shoulders, the rod of his oppressor, these 

you break as on the day of Midian. For all the 

footgear of battle, every cloak rolled in blood, is 

burnt and consumed by fire.  

For there is a child born for us, a son given to us and 

dominion is laid on his shoulders; and this is the 

name they give him:  

Wonder-Counsellor, Mighty-God, Eternal-Father, 

Prince-of-Peace.  

Wide is his dominion in a peace that has no end, for 

the throne of David and for his royal power, which he 

establishes and makes secure in justice and 

integrity.  

From this time onwards and for ever, the jealous love 

of the Lord of hosts will do this.  
 

Responsorial Psalm  Ps 95:1-3. 11-13 R. Lk 2:11  

(R.) Today is born our Saviour, Christ the 

Lord.  

1.   O sing a new song to the Lord,  

sing to the Lord all the earth.  

O sing to the Lord, bless his name. (R.)  

2. Proclaim his help day by day,  

tell among the nations his glory  

and his wonders among all the peoples. (R.)  

3. Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad,  

let the sea and all within it thunder praise,  

let the land and all it bears rejoice,  

all the trees of the wood shout for joy  

at the presence of the Lord for he comes,  

he comes to rule the earth. (R.)  

4. With justice he will rule the world,  

he will judge the peoples with his truth. (R.)  
 

Second Reading    Ti 2:11-14  

A reading from the letter of St Paul to Titus  
God’s grace has been revealed to all people.  

God’s grace has been revealed, and it has made 

salvation possible for the whole human race and 

taught us that what we have to do is to give up 

everything that does not lead to God, and all our 

worldly ambitions; we must be self-restrained and 

live good and religious lives here in this present 

world, while we are waiting in hope for the blessing 

which will come with the Appearing of the glory of 

our great God and saviour Christ Jesus. He sacrificed 

himself for us in order to set us free from all 

wickedness and to purify a people so that it could be 

his very own and would have no ambition except to 

do good. 

Gospel Acclamation      Lk 2:10-11  

Alleluia, alleluia!  

Good News and great joy to all the world:  

today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord.  

Alleluia!  

Gospel      Lk 2:1-14  

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke  

Today a saviour has been born for you.  

Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a census of the 

whole world to be taken. This census – the first – took 

place while Quirinius was governor of Syria, and 

everyone went to his own town to be registered. So 

Joseph set out from the town of Nazareth in Galilee 

and travelled up to Judaea, to the town of David called 

Bethlehem, since he was of David’s House and line, in 

order to be registered together with Mary, his 

betrothed, who was with child. While they were there 

the time came for her to have her child, and she gave 

birth to a son, her first-born. She wrapped him in 

swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger because 

there was no room for them at the inn. In the 

countryside close by there were shepherds who lived 

in the fields and took it in turns to watch their flocks 

during the night. The angel of the Lord appeared to 

them and the glory of the Lord shone round them. 

They were terrified, but the angel said, ‘Do not be 

afraid. Listen, I bring you news of great joy, a joy to 

be shared by the whole people. Today in the town of 

David a saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the 

Lord. And here is a sign for you: you will find a baby 

wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.’ 

And suddenly with the angel there was a great throng 

of the heavenly host, praising God and singing:  

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven  

and peace to men who enjoy his favour.’ 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next weeks Readings                         January 01,2017 
Feast of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
First Reading                                      Numbers 6:22-27 
Second Reading                                     Galatians 4:4-7 
Gospel                                                         Luke 2:16-21 
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http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Midian.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Caesar.mp3
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http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Syria.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Joseph.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Nazareth.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Galilee.mp3
http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Bethlehem.mp3

